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To all whom it may concern : -
Be it known that we, JAMES BRADY, o

Brooklyn, Kings county, New York, and
ALFRED V. BROKHAHNE, of New York cit 7,

New York, have invented a novel Stropping
Knives,
&c., of which the following is a specification.

‘“The object of our invention is to provide a
simple attachment for knife or razor blades

‘whereby a sharp-backed hollow-ground razor

may be stropped without seraping or injuring

‘the surface of the strop, and whereby a knife-

blade may be easily held or presented at such
an angle to the surface of the hone as will
grind a regular and true cutting-edge thereon,
and obviate the necessity of skillful manipu-
lation in this operation, which is generally

- necessary to properly sharpen a knife.
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1’0o these ends our invention may be briefly
Stated to consistin a clasp, preferably of semi-
tubular form, adapted to slide or fit over the
back edge of the blade, and thus form a rest

- to contact with the hone, by which the back
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edge of the blade will be raised above the
surface of the hone at such an inclination
as to present the cutting-edge to the hone at

~the proper angle for grinding a true cutbing-
‘edge thereon. We alsomake the bearing-faces
~of the clasp or slide smooth or rounding, SO
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that it will slide or move smoothly over the
surface of the hone or strop, and in the case

of stropping a razor will roll down the oreased

surface of the strop, keeping it smooth and
compact, and thereby covering and neutraliz-

ing the sharp back of hollow-ground razors,
which tend to scrape and injure the strop.

- Our invention therefore consists, mainly, in the
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features here outlined, and also in some de-

talls, as hereinafter fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 presents
a perspective view of a razor provided with
our improved attachment, and Fig. 2 is a per-

~ spective view of the attachment removed.
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- tachment applied resting on the hone to illus- |

Fig. 3 1s a perspective view of an attachment
better adapted for honing knife-blades and
being flatter in cross-section. Tig. 4 gives
a cross-section of a razor-blade with our at-
tachment affixed and resting on a strop, illus-
trating the action in stropping, and Fig. 5 is
& cross-section of a knife-blade with the at-

(

trate the action in honing.

- Figs. 6 and 7 show
a. modification. |

.« Referring first to Fig. 1, ¢ indicates the
razor-blade, and b our novel attachment fitted
| to. the Dback thereof.

The razor-blade, as
shown,in common with almost all other blades,
1S of wedging form in cross-section, but the
sides are usually ground deeply in a con-
cave curve, or whatis known as ‘‘hollow-
ground,’’ leaving the blade quite thin toward
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the edge and thick at the back, so that the

‘back frequently has sharp angles on each

corner thereof, as shown. When the blade is
therefore placed upon and moved along the
strop, these sharp angles tend to scrape the

surface of the strop, so as not only to inter- .

fere with the proper stropping action on the

edge of the razor, but also injure the strop.-
1t will be seen, however, that the attachment s, -

whichis slid over the back of therazor, covers
these sharp angles, and thus reutralizes the

‘same and provides a smooth rounding surface
~to rest upon thestrop, as shown in Fig 4, and

thus completely obviates the objections noted,
besides presenting the cutting-edge to the sur-
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face of the strop at a better angle for strop-

ping, as will be appreciated. | -

- The attachment b may be deseribed simply
as a split or cleft tube, preferably of sprung
brass or steel, and preferably of a round cross-
sectlon for razors, as shown well in Figs, 2
and 4, and slightly springy or elastie, and of

‘such a size as will fit tightly over the back

edge of the razor, so that the attachment is
easily applied by sliding it longitudinally over
the back edge of the blade, as shown in Fig.

-1, when the edges of the cleft tube will tightly

embrace the blade, and thus retain the attach-

‘ment firmly thereon, as will be understood.

We prefer to have one end of the attachment at
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the edges of the cleft rounded away, asshown

In Fig. 1, so that the end of the razor-back
may be entered more easily, as will be under-
stood, and the outer end of the tube may have
a stop, &', to strike against the tip of the blade

when the tube is slid fully down thereon, as

shown in Fig. 1.

The attachment thus applied to the razor .

may be left permanently thereon during the
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actlon of shaving as well as of stropping, or .
1t may be applied thereto only when the ra- .
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zor is stropped, and removed ab other times.
The attachment, however, will in no way in-

terfere with the action in shaving, and hence

- may be left constantly attached to the razor-
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back. In fact, the attachment may be made a
positive assistant in shaving, particularly in
the hands of novices in self-shaving, in which
case the tube or attachment may be rested
against and slid over the skin in moving the
cutting-edge of the razor against the beard, and

this will present the cutting-edge at a safe an-

gle for shaving and reduce the danger of cut-
ting. Toserve this purpose,the tube b should
preferably be a little thicker or wider diamet-
rically than shown, so that when the razor-
blade is placed upon a surface, as in Fig. 4,
the cutting-edge will be presented to the sur-
face at an angle of about fifteen degrees, which

- is the usual shaving angle, whereas the strop-.
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- dovetailed form, as in Fig. 3, with, however,

-ping and honing angle 1s less.

The special form of the tube in cross-section
is not of course essentjal, except that it should
be of such a form as will fit snugly on the back
of the blade and have rounded corners or bear-

“ing-faces, as described, and hence the tube

L

may be more or less round or flat, as may be
desired, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and 1ts
edge may be straight, as shown in Figs. 1 and

2, orscalloped, asshownin Fig. 3. For knife-

blades we prefer to make the tube in a flat

its corners rounded, as shown, and adapted to
be slid tightly over the back of the blade and

orasp it like a spring-clasp in the same man-
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ner as described in connection with the razor,
as will be readily comprehended. This tube

“oreclasp for the knife should be of such a thick-

ness that when applied to the knife-blade,
and the blade placed flatly on the hone, as
shown in Fig. b, the edge of the blade will be
presented to the surface of the hone at the
proper angle for grinding a true cutting-edge

thereon, said angle being usually about ten j

degrees. It will therefore be seen that when
the blade is fitbed with this attachment and
pressed lightly upon the hone, as seen in Kig.
5, and moved back and forth thereon with the
usual boning motion, the cutting-edge will.
be kept constantly to the hone at the proper

angle without any special effort of the hand,

as heretofore required, thus enabling the blade

" to be sharpened to a true edgein a rapid and

easy manner without requiring that special
skill which, asis well known, 1s comparatively
rarein persons who attempt tosharpen knives.
- This attachment may be, of course, used for
any other blades for which it may be suited,

" besides for razors and knife-blades, and may
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be used either for honing or stropping, as de-
scribed. | o
It is not, of course, necessary that the at-
tachment be made in semi-tubular form at all,
although we prefer this, as it may be made of
wire, as shown in Figs. 6 and 7, in the form
of a spring-clasp to slide over the back of the
razor in the same manner and with the same

~ effect as the cleft tubein Fig. 1. In this modi-

| corners of the back of the razor.
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| fication it 1.;»;f:‘ill be readily understood that the

the sides of the razor-blade in the same posi-
‘tion as the edges of the cleft tube in Fig. 1,

the hone or strop, and thus keep the sharp an-
oles of the razor-back out of contact there-

with. -

razor-blades have been made of .sheet metal,

to the shank end of a thin blade and arranged
to swing off the blade when the blade is honed
or stropped. We are also further aware that
a thin clasp of sheet metal has been slipped
over the blade, so as to cover both sides of the
blade, leaving only the mere cutting - edge

with a clasp adapted to receive a loose blade
to be honed; but in this case the clasp does

the blade, and hence it would neither present

at the proper angle to the hone, nor would 1t
| prevent the strop being scratched by the sharp

vices obviously differ from our device both in
construction and purpose,and we therefore dis-
claim them, as our device consists, essentially,

the back of the blade of an ordinary razor when

the edge part exposed, and having a lateral
projection from the back of the plate extend-

strop or hone to the correct angle for its entire

length, which is a feature not shown in either

of the devices mentioned, and a purpose nov

accomplished or sought for by the former de-

vices. N B
What we claim as our invention 18—

cured to the back of an ordinary razor or knife

' for the whole length thereof, and adapted to
| roll or slide smoothly over the surface of a

strop or hone, substantially as and for the pur-
L 120
adapted to be fitted .

pose set forth. |

2. A removable clasp
to the back of an ordinary-handled knife or
razor blade, and to project laterally therefrom

whole length when placed on the hone orstrop,
and made of such thickness or projection as

| hone or strop, substantially as herein set forth.
JAMES BRADY.

Witnesses:
-~ JNO. E. GAVIN,
. CHAs, M. HIGGINS.
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longitudinal wires on each side will embrace

and these wires will rest upon the surface of

‘We are aware that the back and shank of

exposed between thelips of the clasp. Weare
also aware that a handie has been provided .

all parts of the edge of the blade uniformly

the same is to be honed or stropped, leaving

ing along the whole length of the blade tosuch
an extent as will keep the blade tilted on the

1. A removabléattachment adapted to be se-
blade, and embrace the same longitudinally,

with rounded bearing sides or corners pro-
jecting laterally from the back of the blade

ALFRED V. BROKHAHNE.

oy o,
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into which the blade proper slides. We are
also aware that a cleft back has been pivoted
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not extend but about one-half the length of go

All the de- g5

of aremovable clasp adapted to firmly fit upon =
100
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| to form a gage.or rest for the blade along its -
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- will present the edge of the blade at the cor-
rect sharpening angle to the surface of -the -
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