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SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 316,638, dated April 28,1885,
a Application filed M'a.y 23, 1884, (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DAVID B. MOORE, of

Improved Pill-Counter, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and convenient apparatus for counting
and dispensing pills and other similar articles;
and 1t consists of a flat strip of wood or other
suitable material having perforations corre-
sponding with the number of pillsto becounted,
and provided with a trough, which answers
the double purpose of a bottom to the pill-
cavities and of a discharging-spout for guid-

ing the pills into the box or package into |

which they are to be discharged. It also con-
sists in a sliding cover for closing part of the

holes, and thus limiting the number of pills_t

counted. -
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in

the same or corresponding parts in all the
figures. . |

Figurelisaplanof my improved pill-count-
er. Iig.2isasideelevation. Fig. 3isaside
elevation with the trough in position to dis-
charge. Iig. 4 is a transverse section taken
on line z z in Fig. 1. | --

A strip, A, of wood, rubber, celluloid, or
other suitable material, provided with a han-
dle, B, at one end, is perforated along the op-
posite end with a series of holes, ¢, of suffi-
cient size to receive pills being counted, but
not large enough to take more than one pill at
a time. In the present caseIhave shown two
parallel rows of such holes; but the strip may !
be provided with any convenient number:.

A shallow trough, C, of thin sheet metal, is
suspended from the under side of the strip A
by wire stirrups b ¢, which extend across the
upper surface of the strip A, and are bent
downward at right angles. The stirrup b is

bent inward at its ends and enters the sides of
the trough. The arms of the stirrup ¢ are
flattened, and its ends are bent outward and
extend through holes in the sides of thetrough

C. Recesses d are formed in the edges of the

strip A, to receive the stirrup ¢ when the
trough 1s,closed upon the under side of the 350
strip A. By this construction the arms of the
stirrup ¢ will be within the trough when said

trough 18 raised, thereby imparting a neater

appearance to the counter, and facilitating its
introduction into a bottle or other rezeptacle
containing the pills. -

The gtirrup 6 18 provided with a crank, e,
which 1s pressed by a spring, f, attached to
the upper surface of the strip A, and which
tends to turn the said stirrup so as to lift the
trough C upward into contact with the under
surface of the said strip.

A groove, g, is formed in opposite edges of
thestrip A, for receiving the flanges of a cover,
D, which is formed of two halves connected 65
by the yokes %, and adapted to slide along the
upper surface of the strip A and closz a por-
tion of the holes a, to prevent the entrance of
the pills 1nfo the said holes. Iach series of
81X or more or less holes is provided with a 7o
plate, #, carrying the number corresponding
with the number of holes between the said
plate and the outer end of the strip A. |

The end of the strip A remote from the
handle is beveled to facilitate its entrance into
the body ofthe pills. o _ .

My 1mproved pill-counter is used by insert-
ing 1t into a quantity of pills and removing
it therefrom, when each hole «¢ will contain
one pill. By placing the beveled end of the
strip A over the box or package into which
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‘the pills are to be discharged, and by pressing
on the crank ¢, so as to turn the stirrups b ¢

and swing the trough C downward away from
the strip A, the pills will drop out of the holes 85

a, and following the trough C will be discharged |
into the box or package. Bysliding the cover
D over the series of holes ¢ the number of

pills counted may be limited to two, four, six,
‘twelve, eighteen, or

twenty-four, as may be go
desired. | o |
- Having thus deseribed my invention, T claim
as new and desiretosecure by Letters Patent—
1. In a pill-counter, the combination, with
the perforated strip A, of the trough C, sus- g5
pended from the same and adapted to serve
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both as a bottom and d1scharge spout, as set |

forth.

2. In a pill- counter the perfor&ted strip A,
having its end beveled and provided with the
handle B, in combination with the sliding

cover D, substantially as herein shown and

. descrlbed

IO

3. The combination, with the strip A pro-

vided with a series of pill-counting holes, a,
of the numbered plates h, as specified. |

4. The combination, in a pill- counter, of
‘the strip A, provided with holes @, the swing-
ing spring- acted tr ough C, and a sliding cover,
D, as specified.
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5. The combination, in a pill-counter, of & 15
strip, A, provided with a handle, B, a trough,
C, stirrups b ¢, and spring f, as specified.

6. The combination, in a pill-counter, of
the perforated strip A, provided with a han-
dle, B, the trough C, stlrrupsbc Spring f, f;md 20

slldmﬂ cover D, as descxlbed

DAVID B. MOORE.

YWitnesses:
FrANCIS M. ALLEMAND,
R. N. DENHAM.
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