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Lo all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES W. CUSHMAN,

a citlzen of the United States, residing at the

city of Buffalo, in the county of Krie and State
5 of New York, have invented a new and useful

Method of Gmdmﬂ Railroad Freight-Cars, of

which the following is a speelﬁcatlon

My invention relates to an improved system
of labeling cars, and has for its object to pro-

10 vide a uniform system of ‘‘carding’’ or ‘‘la-

beling”’ railway freight-cars, so as to indicate

the ownership of the car, the points at which

the cargo is to be recewed and discharged, the

various roads to be traversed i in 1ts mute ‘and
15 at the same time to lessen the labor of yard-
men and to facilitate and 1nsure the safe and
direct return of the car to theshipping-point.
I accomplish these objects in the manner here-
inafter described, reference being had to the
20 accompanying dlawm@s and lettels of refer-
- ence marked thereon, w hich form a part of
this specification. |
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertical cross-section of my meroved double
25 label or card holder. Tig. 2 is a front eleva-
tion of the same; and Fig. 3 represents a series
of cards such as are used in connection with
the label-holder for designating the route, des-
tination, &c., of the car.
Similar letters refer tosimilar partsthrough-
out the several views. |
The label-holder A, which I propose to use
in practicing my method 1s preferably made of
malleable iron and at one casting. It is pro-

- 35 vided with two compartments, B and C, one

of which 1s preferably larger than the other
Hach of the compartments is provided with a
cover, b, adapted to be closed by means of a
Spring applled In any ordinary manner that
may suggest itself to the mechanic, and, if de-
sired, may be secured by a lock. The front
of eaeh of the compartments 1s provided with
an opening which will permit the 1nspection
of the cards, while at the lower edge of each
of the compaltments an open space, d, may be
formed to facilitate the removal of the car ds
from the compartment.

The upper portion, B, of the rack is intended
to be used for retum-cards, while the compart-
50 ment C 18 intended for billing-cards only.
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Each railroad company adopting thesystem

| should provide its agents with cards of suit-
able size containing the name of the company
and printed directions as to the route to be

traversed by the car upon Wh]Ch the cards are 55

used.

In order to fally explain the nature of my-

syslem, we will take an example, and suppose

that a car belonging to the Wabash, St. Loulis -
& Pacific Railroad Company has been loaded 6c
in the city of St. Louis and it is desired tosend
the same to Boston,vie Canada Southern Di-
vision of the Michigan Central Railway, New

York Central & IIudsou River Railroad, and

the Boston & Albany Rallroad, and the car, 65
after discharging its load, is to be returned
by thesame loute Thebllhnﬂ* card,(shown at

No. 4, Fig. 3 of thedrawings, )whlch has print-

ed thereon the name of the shipping-road, the
shipping-point, and point of destination, ‘and 70
may have further printed thereona blank form
for date of departure, number of car, contents,

and other matter desired, is :mselted in the

lower compartment of the rack, when the.

car is started ountward bound, and the car 75
is sent east upon the W., Sb L. & P. Ry.
to Canada Southern J anction. Upon the ar-
rival of the car at this point the proper offi-
cial inserts card No. 1, Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings, having printed thereon the name of the
I'O&d—-—-—-VlZ M. C. Ry.-—that the car 1s now
to pass o over on its ‘way to Boston, together
with the instruetion that the ear, wheu un-
loaded, must be returned to the sh1pp1ng -road
by the route named—viz., the Canada South-
ern Junction., The car 1s then sent to Black
Rock,(Buffalo.) Upon the arrival of the car at
Black Rock return-card No. 2 is inserted in
front of card No. 1 in the upper compartment
of the rack, said card No. 2 having printed
upon it the name of the road, which in this
instance is the N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R., over
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which the car is to pass on 1ts way to Bos-

ton, together with the name of the road—
viz., Canada Southern Division of the M. C. 95

‘Ry. —over which the car is to pass after
leaving the N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R. upon
its return trip, and the route by which it
is to reach that road. The car then con-
tinues upon its course to Albany, where 1co
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- return-card No. 3, Fig. 3 of the drawings,
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side of the car by means of screws. Should it
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traversing several roads in its course, and has

~veal the error and insure its prompt return to

18 Inserted in front of card No. 2, said card
No. 3 bearing the name of the road—the B.

& A. R. R.—over which the car is to pass on
its way to Boston, together with the name of

the road—viz., N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R.—over
~which the car is to pass after leaving the
B. & A. R. R. upon its return trip, and
‘the point at which it is to pass from one
road to another. The car is then sent to Bos-
ton, where it is unloaded. Card No. 3 is still
in front in the upper compartment of the rack,
and indicates the road by which the car, when
homeward bound, is to be returned to Albany.
At Albany card No. 3 is removed and card
No. 2 exposed, indicating the further course
of the car—viz., N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R.—by
which the caris to be returned to Black Rock.
Card No. 2 is hereremoved and card No. 1 ex-
posed, and indicates the route, via M. C. Ry.
and W., St. L. & P. Ry. vie Canada Southern
Junction, by which the car is to be returned
to St. Louis, the point from which it started.
- 1t will be seen that the car outward bound
has taken its load from St. Louis to Boston,

been returned to St. Louis without delay or
mistake as to its route. Should the car from
any cause be diverted from its proper course,
an inspection of the card in the rack will re-

the proper route.
The rack or label-holder is secured to the

be considered desirable, the rack may be so
constructed as to be operated from the side
instead of having the covers at the top, as
shown. |
- Having thus described my invention, what I.
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1.- The within-deseribed method of insuring
‘the shipping from and direct return to a des- |

| ignated point of a car, consisting in securing

to a car a billing-card indicating the shipping

and terminal points of a car and the owner-

ship of the same, and also a series of other
cards, each indicating aline of road over which
the car 1s to travel, with instructions to what
road and by what route the car is to be re-
turned, said cards being arranged in the order
of the roads or sections thereof following each

ing from one terminal point to another.
2. The method of labeling or carding cars
to facilitate their direct return to the shipping-
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other in the course the caris to travel in pass-
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point, which consists in employing a billing- -

card 1ndicating the shipping and terminal
points of the car’s trip and the ownership of
the car, said card to be applied to the car at
the shipping-point and retained upon the car
throughout the trip and until its return to the
shipping-point, and a series of other cards,
each indicating a line of road over which the
car is to travel on its way from the shipping-
point to the point of destination, and indicat-
ing the point at which the car is o leavesaid
road on its return-trip and the line of road
which 1t is to take at said last-named point,
the cards of said series to be placed upon the
car 1n succession one upon another, so as to
expose one ounly at a time, the card indicating
a particular line of road to be traversed as the
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car passes from one road to another outward

bound being placed on the car when the car
reaches said line, and sald cards to be removed
1n reverse order one at a time, the card indi-

cating a particular.line of road t6 be taken as
the car passes from one road to another when

outward bound being removed as the car
passes from said line when homeward bound,
all substantially as set forth. '
| C. W, CUSHMAN.
Witnesses: o -
C. W. BARNES,
- W. G, CUSHMAN.
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