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To all whonv it may concerw:

- Be it known that I, ERNEST KRAFT, a citi- |

zen of the Dominion of Canada, residing at

Hamilton, in the county of Wentworth, in the

Province of Ontario and Dominion of Can-
ada, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Trace-Buckles; and L do hereby
declare the following tobe afull clear, and ex-
ach description of the 11:11?61113101:1 such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements In
trace-buckles; and the object 18 to produce a
trace-buckle for harness of horses, &e., that
will securely clamp the trace in the front of
t-he tongue and prevent the tongue from tear-

ing the leather, and which will permit the
trace to be ad] usted or the buckle to be shifted ;
on the trace without removing the trace from
the buckle or hame-tug loops; also tofacilitate
the manufacture of the buckles and their ap-
plication to the traces.

The invention consists in the construction
of certain details and arrangement of parts,
as will be more fully described hereinafter
and specifically pointed out in the claims, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings and the letters of reference marked there-
on.

Likeletters indicate similar parts in the dif-
ferent figures of the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a plan view of my im-

proved trace-buckie. Fig. 21sa Jongitudinal |

section of the same, Iig. 318 a side elevation
of the same.

In the accompanying drawings, A is the
tongue - plate, connected with the cross-bar ¢
of thelever C, that is attached to the hame-tug
B. The cross-bar ¢ has its bearing in an open
socket, a, on the tongue-plate A, which socket
is closed down in a cold stabe on the cross-bar
¢ and forms a hinge. The tongue - plate A
has at its opposite end two journals, b, which
have their bearings in the lower sides of the
frame D, and they are formed also of open
sockets, that are closed upon sald journais in
a cold State and form hinges, The frame D
hasthesideloops, d,for attaching the pad-strap
and girth thereto. The trace K is provided
w1th a series of holes, into which the stub-

|

tongue ¢, cast on the tongue - plate A, enters

when it 18 desired to adjust the trace. |
This trace is held to the hame-tug B by

loops G, through which the end slides, and

when the stub-tongue ¢ is in place the lever 55

C brings the tono*ue plate tightly down on it,

so that when drawn upon it has perfeet free

~dom of action and cannot become jammed in

the buckle. The wide bearing of the tongue-
plate A on the trace prevents it being bent or 6o
worn out by the strain on the tongue e.

When it is desired to shorten or lengthen
the trace, the hame-tug 1s pulled back, the
trace moved forward, which raises the lever
C and withdraws the stub-tongue ¢ from the 63
hole, the trace can be freely moved as desired,
and the tongue ¢ isallowed to drop into any
of the holes as required, or according to the
length desired. It will be thus seen that the
trace aiways slides evenly in the buckle. 70

If desired, the bar K of the lever may be -
. made sepa,rate from the lever, and can be se-
cured in the tug by a screw on each side, so
that should it be broken said bar could be
easily replaced by a new one without the ne- 75
cessity of removing the entire lever C.

It will be thus seen that this buckle has no
springs or extra attachments init. It will suit
any thickness of trace, as even a single strap |
can be used. The shape of lever C, in con- 8o
nection with the frame D, throws the tongue-
plate A closely down, while in' the buckles
now in general use the tongue-plate is hinged
on a bar of the frame. .

By forming the sockets on the frame D abar 85
can be dispensed with to which the tongue-
plate would be hinged.

I am aware that chain - links, snap - hooks,
and similar articles have been prowded Wlth |
open sockets which are closed in finishing the go
articles,and I therefore disclaim such,broadly;

| but,

Havi ing thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent
18 — 95
1. In a trace-buckle, the combmatmn with
the lever C, of the tongue - plate h&vmg an
open socket to form a hinge for the cross-bar
of such lever, substantially as specified. | |
2. In atrace-buckle, the combination, with 100
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the lever C, of the tohgue - plate having -an 4. In the trace-buckle herein described, the
open soeket to form a hinge for the cross-bar | combination of ‘the lever C, attached to the 1 5
of such lever, and the frame D, having open | tongue-plate A, as shown, .Wldb]il the frame D,
sockets which are adapted to be closed after | to which the tongue-plate is journaled, and

5 Introduction of the tongue-plate to form its | the tongue e, all constructed as and for the

]ournals, all constructed as shown and speci- | purpose specified.

fied, In testimony whereof I hereby affix- my sig- 20
3. In a trace- buckle the combmatlon of the | nature in presence of two witnesses.
lever C, provided with the bar K at one end, _ ERNEST KRAFT.

12 and hmﬂ*ed to the tongue-plate A at its 0pp0- |
site end with the frame D, and arranged to| Witnesses:
raise and lower the tongue ¢, In the manner | W. HERMAN.
‘shown and set forth. OSCAR MEYER.
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