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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WirLniam E. T. MER-

RILL, a citizen of the Umted States, residing

in the city and county of Phlladelphm State
of Penusylvania, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Retainers or Holders
for the Bands of Neckscarts, which Improve-
ment 18 fally set forth in the following Spec-
fication and accompanying drawings, in
which— -

Figures 1 and 2 represent views of Opposme
sides of a retainer or holder for the band of a
neckscarf embodying my invention. Fig. 3
represents a view looking upwardly from the
bottom edge of that shown in Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference mdlmte corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My 1nvention relates to an improvement in
the class of retainers or holders for the bands
of necktie-scarfs for which Letters Patent of
the United States No. 301,065 were granted
to me on the 24th day of June A. D 1884,
there being shown in said patent a forl which
IS employpd in lieu of the well-known pin.

The invention consists of the peculiar con-
struction of the fork, whereby its cutting ac-
tion on the band is obt 1ated.

Reterring to the drawings, A represents the

shield or Supporb of a neckscarfof well-known
 form.

B represents a retainer or holder for the
band of the scarf when adjusted on the neck
Of the wearer, the same being constructed of

a plate of metal or other suitable material,
mth clips or prongs for attachment to the
shield, and aslit extending inwardly from one
side of the plate, forming a fork or jaws, C, to
receive and hold the neckband.

The walls of the jaws C.are somewhat curved,
or may be angular, and their erowns ¢ « pro-
ject toward each obheI and the lower jaw is
set back, forming a passage for the introdue-
tion of the neckband between the crowns of
the two jaws. The inner end of the slit form-
Ing the jaws is rounded, so that a sharp and
cubtm@ angle 1s avmded at said end.

It Wl]] be seen that when the neckband is
drawn through the head of the scarf it passes
between the retainer B and the front of said
head. It is then tightened and drawn later-
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ally adjacent to said retainer, and inserted
between the jaws C, it being noticed that the
band passes alound the bmtom of the upper
jaw, and then upwardly around the top of the
lower jaw, and then downwardly against the

t-outer face of said lower jaw, it being noticed .

that the band is somewhat bent by its contact
with the crowns of the two jaws, thus produc-
ing a bight whereby the band is securely held,
the upward or return draft on the band caus-
ing the lower jaw to be drawn more tightly
toward the lower ]'a,w thus increasing the
holding action of the jaws on said band.

1t will also be seen that the space at the in-
ner termination of the slit forming the jaws is

rounded and enlarged, so that the jaws have

no appreciable holding action at said place.

In lieu of clips for f.«lstenmﬂ thie retainer to
the shield, I may pierce the plate for pur-
poses of stiteching or riveting, or employ other
means.

When the band is to be released, the por-

tion engaged with the retainer is movcd lat-
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erally so as to clear the jaws thereof, and the

band may then be ﬁlthdlawn through the
head of the searf.,

I am aware that it is not new to form a re-
talnerof a plate having a V-shaped recess, the
angle of which serves to bite the neckband,

but the shar puness of the angle cuts the band
and materially injures the same, this being

-avoided by the construction of the jaws C C

as before stated.

Having thus described my invention, what_'

[ claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— -

1. An 1mproved retainer or holder for a
neckscarf, consisting of a plate provided with
two jaws, the said jaws having ¢rowns which
project toward each other, and are adapted to

bite or hold the band of the scarf, substantially

as described.
2. In a retainer or. holder for a net,k%a.rf
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having jaws G C, the slit forming said jaws

being rounded on its inner end substantmlly
as descrlbed
W. H. T. MERRILL.
Witnesses: N -
JOHN A. WI EDERSHEIM, |

A, P. GRANT.
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