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To all whom il may concerw:
Be it known that I, JoEN M. TURNER, &

citizen of the United States, residing at Trinne,

in the county of Williamson and State of Ten-
nessee, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Latches, of which the following
is a specification, reference being had to the
gecompanying drawings.

My invention relates to latches designed for
use upon gates, doors, &e.; and it has for 1ts
object to provide a device of this character
whieh shall be cheap and simple in its con-
struetion, effective in its operation, and one
that shall be strong and durable.

The invention consists in the combination,
with a gate or door, of a locking bar or lateh

sliding in brackets thereof and adapted toen-

oage a keeper, and alever pivoted to said latch
and the door or gate.

The invention further consists in the im-
proved construction and combinations of parts,
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out
in the claims. | |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a gate, showing my improved latch
applied thereto.
operating handle or lever. Fig. 3 is a detail
view of the locking-bar, and Fig. 4 i3 an ele-
vation of one of the brackets or keepers for
guiding the locking-bar.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts in all the figures, A represenis an up-
right or post, to which the gate is pivoted,
while the other upright or post, B’ carries the
keeper B’. The gate may be of any ordinary

or well-known construction, and hung in any

suitable manner.

Near the forward end of the gate are pro-
vided, on each side thereof, vertical strips B,
which serve to brace the horizontal bars. Up-
on one of said strips, a slight distance from
the upper end thereof, is secured a bracket,
C, while a similar bracket, D, is secured to the
The bracket D 1s

secured to the post E, on a horizontal line &
sligcht distance below the bracket C, irom
which it wiil be seen that when the latch or
locking-bar is mounted in said brackets it will
oceupy an inclined position, and will have a
tendency to slide downward. '

F represents the locking-bar, which, as be-

Fig. 2 is a detail view of the

| fore mentioned, is mounted to slide in the

brackets C and D. Said bar is reduced at 1ts
forward end to form a shounlder, ¢, which bears
against the inner side or edge of the bracket
D, the reduced portion sliding within the
bracket. At the poiut at which the latch or
Jocking-bar is mounted in the hracket © 1t 1s
recessed or cut away, as shown, thus forming
shoulders b, which, in connection with the
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shoulder a, limit the movement of the latech -

further than to insure its proper working.
The reduced end of the latch 13 adapted to
engage the keeper B’ of the upright or post

B? to retain the gate in a closed or locked po-

sition. The front face of this keeper 18 bev-
eled,in order that when the gate is being closed
the latch may readily slide over the same, and
thus makeits operation automatic, as the latch
in sliding over said beveled portion is forced
upwardly, and after it has reached the open-
ing in the keeper drops by its own weight in-
to engagement therewith. The rear end or
wall of said keeper is closed, and against said
closed end or wall the lower end of the lock-
ing-bar bears when the gate is closed and
latched.

Adjacent to the upper end of the strip B,
to which the bracket C is secured, is pivoted
a lever, G, the forward end of which is divid-
ed, and is adapted to inclose the reduced rear

end of the locking bar or lateh, to which 16 18

pivoted.

It will be seen that to disengage the latch
from the keeper it is only necessary to slightly
depress the free end of the lever, which, be-
ing pivoted to said latch, will draw the same
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rearwardly and out of engagement with the

keeper. The gate when swung back will latch

or lock itself, the beveled face of the locking-

bar striking the beveled face of the keeper.
It will be seen from the above description

‘that my improved latch may be applied to

gates now in use without any change or alter-
ations, and also that it may be used to advan
tage upon barn or stable doors. Further, thab
its construction is simple and durable, that 1t
may be manufactured at a slight cost, and that

| its operation is thoroughly effective.

Having fully described my invention, what

T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— |

1. Thecombination, with a gate or door hav-
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ing brackets secured thereto on different hori- | the rear end of the latch or locking-bar and
zontal planes, of a sliding locking-bar mount- ‘to the gate, and a keeper, substantially as set
“ed In said brackets, a lever pivoted to the rear forth. | |

~ end of the lateh or locking-bar, and a keeper, In testimony that I claim the foregoing as I5

5 substantially as set forth. . | | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
2. The combination, with a gate or door hayv- presence of two witnesses. |
ing brackets secured thereto on different hori-

zontal planes, of a sliding locking-bar mount- | JOHN McDON ALD TURNER.-
ed in said brackets, said bar or latch having Witnesses: '
10 a reduced forward end and recessed or cut | ATHA THOMAS,

away to form shoulders b, a lever pivoted to | WM. HOoUsE.
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