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To all whom it may corcerm: -
Be it known that I, JOHN A. SLEICHER, a

resident of the city Gf Albany, in the eounty |
per portion {}t a seab-back., IHig. 3 18 a top

of Albany and State of New York, have 1n-
vented cerfain new and useful Improvements
in Sleeping-Cars; and I do hereby declare that

the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the mventmn that will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon which form
a part of this specification.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several figures therein.

My invention relates to improvements in
sleeping-cars, and wore particularly to inter-
changeable seats and berths therein.

The objects of my invention are, first, to
provide end screens or panels for the uppe1
berths; second, to provide a hinged shelf or
table in front of eachseat that may be adjusted
at different angles or folded down against the

back of the seat next in front; third, to provide’

a hinged molding that will cover and ornament
the backs of
ments when used as a seat, and serve as a
onide and support to the Shdmg partition used
with the berths; fourth, to provide a small
folding reeeptfwle for dothmn upon the backs

of sea,ts that will be concealed from sight when .

the seats are used as seats, but will be conven-
iently accessible when the seats are used for
berths.

My invention consistsin improvementsupon
the form of construction referred to and de-
scribed in Letters Patent No. 281,410, issued
to e by the United States July 17, 15883, and
more particularly of folding end secreens or
panels for the upper berths hinged to the ver-
tically-sliding partitions; second, of an adjust-
ably-hinged shelf or table in front of the indi-
vidual seats; third, of a combined back cover
or ornament and partition guide - support
hinged to a seat-back; fourth, of a receptacle
for clothmg secured to the baek of a car-seat
and concealed from.view by a vertically-slid-
ing panel or partition.

Figure 1 of the drawings 1s a vertical longi-
tudinal section of & portmn of a sleeping-car,
showing by vertical cross-section a seat as ar-

seats and their movable attach-

| forberths, and an end elevation of another seab

with the hinged molding C raised to a vertical
position. TFig. 2 is a rear elevation of the up-
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plan view of the right-hand pcurtmm of Fig. 2.

A is a-seat - frame fixed to exiend trans-
versely oi‘ a ratlway-car.

The seat-back B is provided with an Offsei;
F, hinged thereto at its upper end.

'The back g ¢ is hinged to the offset and the
seat Stothe back. Theseat is eonverted into
an upper and lower berth by changing the
parts from the position shown in the right-
hand portion of Fig. 1 to that shown in the
nmiddle portion. The offset is first raised to a :
vertical position, forming an extension of the
seat-back B, the back gandseats being raised
to a common horizontal plane extending out-
ward from the upper end of the offset. The
sliding partition H is then slid upward until
the lower side of the screen is above the seat
S and back ¢ and mattress m or other cloth-
ing thereon, at which point thescreen or panel 7
or such analogous device as may be used is
swung out from the sliding partition H, to one
end of which one end of the panel 18 hmged
across the mattress, which forms the upper
berth. The sereen thus serves to form & pro-
tecting wall or partition at one end of the up-
per berth, and there may be one at each end
of the berth each folding in against the ver-
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- fically- sliding partition H.

The leaf is hinged to the sliding partitions 83
at their upper edges, and, being ad&pted to
swing out from the parbitic-n, is pmvided with
hinged arms 7, adapted to hold the leal at a
desired angle, as shown by dotted lines in the

right- hand sectmn of Fig. 1. The foot of the

| bmce rests upon Snltfz,ble supports upon the

partition H or seat-back, which may be ranged
at intervals suitable to adjust the leaf to oc-
cupy different angles, thereby affording a con-
venient shelf or table for the occupants of the
seat next 1n the rear.

Just below the space occupied by sereen @
when folded up in the seat I place a folding
bracket or receptacle, n, for articles of cloth-
ing, and secure the same to the stationary
seat-back B, as shown in Iig. 1.

When the car is arranged for berths, the re-
ceptacle is made acecessible and opens by fall-
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ranged for a seat and as arranged when used | ing outward from the seat-back to the open
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portion shown by dotted lines in central sec- |

tion of Fig. 1.
When the car is arran cred for seats, the fold-
1ng receptacle is folded back agamsb the seat-

- back and hidden from view by the sliding par-

tition, which slides down in front of it.

The molding ¢ is hinged at one end to the
stationary seat in such a manner that when in
a horizontal position it conceals the upper
edges of the leaf, sliding partition, and fold-
ing screens, and when swung up to a vertical
position it serves as a gmde and support for

the shdlng partition, being provided with a
groove, m, 1n which the partition slides.

The
molding i8 made in two sections, one being

hinged to each end of the seat, folding down
So that thelr swinging ends meet on top of the
seat-back.

The sections may be of unequal lengths, the
one hinged to the end of a seat farthest re-

moved from the side wall of the car being of |

sutticient length to reach up to a fixed sup-
port at or near the top of the car.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Ina sleepmg car, vertically- shdmg par-
titions provided with one or more screens or

Ppanels hinged thereto to swing horizontally

tor the purpose of forming inclosed sections
for berths, substantially as described.

2. In a sleeping-car, a combined covering
for a seat-back and guiding-support for a
sliding partition of a berth-section hinged at
one end of said seat-back to swing to and fro

from a horizontal to a vertical position, in 35'

combination with said partition and seat-back,

substantially as and for the purposes set forth.
In testimony wherenf I have hereunto set

my hand this 23d day of October, 1884,

JOHN A. SLEICHER.
Witnesses:

Gro. A. MOSH: SR,
I. N. SAMMONS.
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