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To all whom it may CONCErn s

Be it known thatI, HERBERT JOSEPH HAR-
wooD, of Littleton, in the county of Middie-
sex, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

=z have invented a new and useful Improvement
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in Folding-Seat Settees; and I do hereby de-
clare the same to be deseribed in the follow-
ing specification and represented in the ac-
companying drawings, of which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation, Fig. 2 a rear
elevation, and Fig. 3 a transverse section, of
a folding duplex chair or settee provided with
my invention, the mnature of which 1s de-
fined in the claims as presented. Fig. 4 1s
a horizontal section, on an enlarged scale, of
the plate G and portions of the bars F and
one of the posts, B, as hereinafter described,
connected to such plate, such figure showing
the connecting serew bolt and nut.

In public halls, theaters, or various other
places wherein folding-seat settees are used,
i often becomes desirable to have them or
their seats disposed in curved rather than in
straight ranges, which eannot be effected when
the back posts of the settees are connected by
rigid bars extending from the posts of one
seat to that or those of the others, especially
when each two next contiguous seats have but
three back and arm supporting posts, one of
which extends down between the three.

In my improved settee the back bars to
each seab are separate from those of the next

seat, and are connected to them by elastic or

flexile connections, which in turn at their

middles are connected to the posts by screw.

bolts and nufs, such admitting of the back
bars of one seat being ehanged a little in their
angular positions relatively to those of the
next seat or seats, in order for the various
seats to be disposed either in a straight or &

curved range. Furthermore,the pair of back

bars of each seat are grooved along their next
contiguous edges to receive between them a
series of narrow slats or boards, with such
bars to aid in forming the back, such slats be-
ing placed edge to edge and inserted endwise
in the grooves, and serving, with the pair of
back bars, to form a very strong and durable
chair-back.

In the drawings, the seats of the settee are |

|

shown at A A as having between them a flat
post, B, provided, as shown, with an arm, C.
There are three of such posts to the two seats,
and each has fixed to it atits lower end a base-
bar, D, which, arranged with it and extending
from it, as represented,serves to counect1t toa
floor by screws going down through the pro-
jecting parts ¢ ¢ and screwed 1nto such toor.
Each seat is pivoted to its posts, so as to be
capable of either being turned down for use by 6o
a sitter or up into a position as shown in dot-
ted lines at b in Fig. 3. When turned down,
the seatat its rear part bears against the lower
edge of the lower back bar, E, or suitable elastic
bunters, d,projecting therefrom. Thetwoback 63
bars, E and F, in rear of each seat are sepa-
rate from those of the next seat, each bar be-
ing connected to that next in line or range
with it by a thin plate, G, of metal or some
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' proper material having the necessary strength 70

or elasticity or flexibility. This plate extends
across the joint between the two bars in range,
is secured to them by screws e e, and is fast-
ened to the nextadjacent post by ascrew-bols,
f, and nut g. (See Fig. 4.) At the joint the 73
bars are beveled a little at their ends, or, In
other words, have such ends a short distance
apart or making a slightly-acute angle toeach
other, whose vertex is at or near the rear faces
of the bars. Af or near their other ends the 8c
bars are bolted or otherwise suitably connect-
ed to the end posts of the settee. The bevel-
ing of the ends of the said bars is to allow the
bars to be moved inwardly without obstruc-
tion from theboltextending between themand 85
through the next contiguous post and the fiex-
ile connection uniting the said bar. The back
bars, E F, of each pair are grooved along their
next contiguous edges to receive the end por-
tions of a series of slats or narrow boards, R, gc
disposed near together, or edge to edge, and
aiding, with the said pair of bars, to form the
back H for the seat in front of them.

1T would remark that instead of the setiee
being made, as deseribed,with two seatsonly, 95
it in practice is generally to have several of
them.

My settee differs materially from that shown
in the United States Patent No. 190,169, which

has no arm-rest-supporting posts extending 100




- tween such posts.
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- and fastened at their middles to the interme-

~diate post by screw bolts and nuts, all being |
 substantially as set forth. | o
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above and between the seats, as does my settee, |

and consequently no back bars extending be- .

I claim, in a settee essentially as described—

1. The back bars connecting the sustaining-
posts of each seat separate from the back bars
of the next contiguousseat,in combination with
one of'such posts extended up to the back bars
of thetwoseats, and with flexile or elastic con-
nections uniting the back bars of the two seats,

L 2. 'The folding seats pivoted to ﬁhe_"parts be-
tween which they are arranged, and having 15
the post between each two next contiguous

seats extended up to the back bars thereof,

separate from each other, and connected by
flexile connections fastened at their middles
to the said post, and at or near their ends to 20

the said back bars, all being substantially as
set forth. - "

- HERBERT JOSEPH HARWOOD.
Witnesses: - o

R. H. EDDY,

L. B. PRATT.
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