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SPECIFPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 315,617, dated April 14, 1885.

Application filed May 206, 1884, (No model.)

To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, HERBERT JOSEPH HAR-
wooD, of Littleton, in the county of Middle-
sex, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Folding Chairs or Settees; and I do
hereby declare the same to be described in
the following specification and represented in
the accompanying drawings, of which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation, Kig. 2 a rear
elevation, Fig. 3 an end view, and Iig. 4 a
transverse section, of a setfee in a folded state
and provided with my invention, the nature
of whieh is defined in the claims hereinafter
presented, Fig. 5 is a transverse section
taken through one of the divisions or chairs
of such settee when it is in an unfolded state
or ready for use. - |

In this settee each seat A can be turned
either upward or downward relatively to the
back B, each front leg, a, and back part, 0,
being in one piece. Iachseatis arranged be-
tween and pivoted to two of the connected
back parts and front legs, and when up be-
comes stopped against a horizontal rail or bar,
C, or elastic bunters projecting therefrom,
such bar connecting all the front legs. VWhen
down for a person tosit upon if,the seat abuts
against the lower edge of the back or elastic
bunters projecting therefrom. The pivotal
conneections of each seat with the legs are

shown at f and g, those marked ¢ being the |

bearings for the pivots of the parts marked f.

The several back posts, b, are connected by
a bar, D, going from one to the other of them
in rear of the backs. 7The rear legs, ¢, are

- connected by a rail or bar, I, each of such

40

rear legs being disposed directly in rear of one
of the front legs, which at its rear has formed
in it an angularnoteh, d, to receivetherearleg
ab its upper end, and serve as a stop to aid in
holding it in its rearmost position. The said
rear leg at its upper partishinged tothe front
leg by being extended between and connected
by a joint-pin, p, to two brackets or metallic

plates, e, formed as represented, and applied

'1

and projecting rearward therefrom, the whole
being so as to enable the rear legs either to be
turned simultaneously oubtwardly into angu-
lar positions relatively to the front legs, as
shown in Fig. 5, and when so to bear against
the lower edges of the notches thereof, or to
be moved toward or folded into paralielism,
or nearly so, with the front legs, as shown 1in

| Pig. 4.

In the place of notches, abutments or studs
to answer the purpose thereof may be ex-
tended from the iront legs.

" From the above it will be seen that theseat,
when down,is supported by ifs pivots andthe
back rail, ¥, and not in the upper ends of the
rear legs, and that such legs do not cross the
front legs. - |

1t will be obvious that a singie chalr may
be made with each of its back posts and front
legs in one piece of material, and the front
legs be connected by a bar, the back legs be-
ing also joined by a bar, and that each back
leg may be noiched to receive the upper part
of the front leg, and be connected tosuch front
leg by a pivotal pin and two plates or brack-
ets, as hereinbefore described.

Such a chair,wheninafolded state,will have
its legs, seat, and back in positions as shown
in Fig. 4. -- |

- I am aware thatschool-desks have been con-
structed in which the front of one desk 1s-the
back of the seat of the desk in front, and that
in such construction the seat is hinged so that
when it is down its rear edge bears under the
front of the desk bebhind.

My device is a distinet organizabion in it-
self, independent of any other device,and dif-

fers from the above.

What 1 claim is— |

1. The back B, having back rail, ¥, and its
strengthening-rail D, just above such rail ¥,
and the front legs, «, and their back parts, b,
in ‘ecombination with the seats A, pivoted to
such front legs in front of the rail &, whereby
when theseat isdownits rearedge restsagainst
the rail ¥ and the whole is braced by the rail

and fastened to opposite sides of the frontleg | D, as set forth.
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2. The back B, the {ront legs, a, and their ] 3. Ina foldmg chair, the front legs havmg
back parts, b, &nd the bar C, iermmw the sole | the rear notch, d, in combmatlon with the 10
connection of the legs @, in combination with | rear legs, ¢, and the bar L, forming the sole
the seat A, pivoted to thelegs « above the bar eonnecmon of such rear leﬂs, as set torth.

-5 C,and adapted toswing inward, whereby when - HERBERT JOSEPH HARWOOD.
| the chair 1s folded the rear edge of the seat | Wlt-nesses: |
- bears against the inner edge of the bar C as R. H. EDDY,

set forth. _ . |  E. B. PRATT.
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