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(Ne meﬂel )

To all whmn it ma J CONCETTL:

The appalatus aecmdq m appearance Wl"h

Be it known that I, RIOCHARD STRAUSS, & the solemnity of a death-room, and is madein

subject. of the: King of Prussia, residing at

- Schweidnitz, in .the Province of Silesia and
5 Kingdom of Prussia; German Empire, have in-
vented a certain new. and useful Improvement

- in Safety.A pparatusfor the Preservation of the

Dead Until Their Burial, of which the follow-
- Ing isa specification, reference- being had
" to therein to the accompanying drawings. ~

This safety apparatus for the preservatiou'

of the dead until their burial is for the pur-
~ pose of destroying all vapors injurious to
" health emdnating from the corpse, avoiding
15 any danger of infeetion and preventing (espe-
cially in the case of persons dying of epidemic
~diseases) poisonous matter from being con-
veyed to persons in the immediate neighbor-

. hood by insects, &e. - It is a well-known fact
20 that in.rooms in which corpses ~are kept un-
til their interment, the air, owing to the va-

. pors and gases emenfttmg from the corpse, be-

comes so dangerous and injurious to health
- thatinfectious dlseases and even deaths have
25 frequently been attributed to it. In cases of
death by extremely dangerous infectious dis-
eases the corpse can ee:tamly be preserved in
remote rooms, which nobody is allowed to en-

most cases the relations of the deceased want

- between death and burial.
~of the corpse in rooms frequented by many
. persons is to be free from danger in all re-
S
] is preserved should have a perfectly air-tight-
closing appliance, should admit of a conven-
ient observation of the corpse, and should, in
- case that it is only apparent death, have an
40 appliance by means of which the bad air de-
veloped in the coffin can be desfroyed and a
fresh supply of air can be continually led into

it, so that the person apparently dead maynot

- be deprived of this most necessary of all bene-
fits for maintaining life ; but as the construc-

tion of such a cofﬁn 18 not only very expen- |

sive, but also attended with many difficulties,

f amd not attainable, perhaps, in many cases, |

. my endeavors have been directed toward con-
50 structing an apparatus that would combine all
the good qualities just mentloned in itself.

- ter, and Wthh can be well ventilated; but in

S
~_to see the latter during the short space of time |
It the inspection

spects, then the coffin in which the deceased | R
‘as required. The four cords g g g g, whlch’_ RN
‘are fastened with one end to-the above-men- =
tioned shaft but with the otherend tothe Imd-
“dle part, b, passing over the guide-rollers 4’ &
I’ Rt are wound upon the shaft f and thus raise -
the entlre middle part, . o
‘down again in case a low coffin is employed o

‘1, wheréupon the middle part b, owing to'its

the shape of a cathalque in s1zes qmtable for
all coffins, " -55_;.’
- The foliowing descuptmn and the accom-
panying dl&WngS will serve to e;aplmn thls
safety apparatus in-all its parts and 1ts 11111e1 -
arrangemenb likewise. SEAEI

‘Figure 1 represeuts a side elemtwn of 2 60
corpse -cooler embodying my invention. Fig. =
2 represents an end elevation- of the same
Fig. 3 represents a vertical transverse: sectmn
on the line # z of Fig. 1. Tig. 4 represents a -
vertical longltudmel section on the line y ¥ of 6 5
Fig. 1. Fig. 5 replesents a modification. -
Fig. 6 represents in horizontal section a llfe
saving apparatus. (Shown more fu]ly in VBI‘

_tlea,l section in Fig. 7.)

In the box- sha,ped receptaele a, whlch con ,e
sists of four side walls and one bottom, the =

' middle part, b, open at the top and bottom

and provided with panelsF isinsertedinsuch . -
maunner that the india-rubber packing-ring e,
attached to the inner face of the lower pa,lt _?_7_f51_{;:-'---

a, of the case will form a hermetic Jemt with

said middle part, b. The lid d, with the upper -
piece, e, Figs. 1 and 2, is likewise fitted asair- -
tight as pOSSlble onto the middle part, b, and
thus these three pieces form together 3 eom 80 -
plete corpse-preserving device. e

“According to the height or size of the cofJn_..'

‘or under partof the coffin containing the free-
lying corpse, the middle part, b, Wlbh the lid . . |
‘d can be moved up and down or telescoped, -

as by turning the shaft f to the right or left

90
In-order to let it

or in order to remove it, it is necessary to llftf,..__ﬁf R
the latch-lever % out of the little cog- Wheelj__gs;_; .

'welght falls of itself, and in or der to preventf.

‘its falling too fast the winch-handle need but;j, S
be put onto the shaft and held fast. B
- m m are bealmg st&ndalds fm:' the ﬂ*ulde--x-
roller A. :
" The raising and lowermg of the applmuce




the same manner. a so-called ‘*savingapparatus’’ for personsap-
The letter n designates hollow pillars in | parently dead.
which the supporting-rods o move.  To the The whole lamp, and especially the oil-res- 7o
5 latter are fastened the cords p, which run in | ervoir S, in which are a number of air-holes
guide-groovesformed in said pillars, and pass- | going right through, rests on a hollow tin
ing over the guide-rollers ¢ are wound on or | casing, T, in which is a tube, u, that goes
off the shaft ». The rods o on each side are | through the 1id of the coffin into the latter.
connected by thelongitudinal barss, and above | The tin casing T rests on a wooden box fast- 75
10 these again the sliding cross-bars ¢ arelaid so | ened firmly to the coffin-lid, and the door of
that they may be shoved toward or from each | this box has the tendency to fly open to the
other according to the length of a coffin. outside by means of spring x, but is kept
Theletteru designates the bearing-standards | back by stud y,latched into tube U. In case,
for the two winding-up shafts f and », while | then, that the person apparently dead,whose 8o
15 v designates a pawl and w a ratchet-wheel for | extremeties are connected by strings with the
thesecondshaft, 7. The twolampsxzareplaced | bolt Z, makes on awakening the slightest con-
on the lid, and, as seen in Fig. 7, are com- | vulsions, the bolt Z slides back, the bar o
pletely closed by the globe y, so that the air | falls downward and strikes on stud Y, where-
they need for burning must be sucked up from | by the latter is latched out of tube U and the & 5
20 the interior of the apparatus. The fresh air | spring X forces the door W open. Bub be-
penetrates uninterruptedly through the open- | sides this, in springing back,the stud ¥ presses
ing Z 1n the bottom of the apparatus, passes | on the spring ¥ of an alarm, ¢, which causes
first through the two ice-chests A B, goes | the latter to sound, and according to its in-
through the openings C C into the channel E, | ner construction, to keep on ringing loud for go
25 which runs round the lid d and escapes into | several hours. In the upper part of the tin |
the two lamps #, where it is immediately | casing T a glass pane is set, through which
burned. These lamps thus effect. an uninter- | a piece of sultably-prepared material, ¢/, fast-
rupted ventilation; fresh air continually passes | ened to the bar @', can be observed. In case
into the coffin, and the bad air is consumed. | of decomposition of the corpse commencing, 05
30 At the same time theselamps contribute ma- | this material changes its color (becomes
terially to give the whole apparatus a solemn | brown) at once, and this is therefore a sure
appearance. ~sign of actual death. This last-desceribed sav-
F I are glass platessetin alr-tight, through | Ing apparatus can likewise be employed in
which the deceased can be observed contin- | cases when the person apparently dead has roo
35 ually. The lid 4 is likewise provided with a . been buried. The tin casing T,with the tube
large glass pane, G. B U and the falling bar ¢/, need in this case only
In order to be able to read off the tempera- | be lengthened so much that the lamp R, with
ture In the apparatus conveniently from out- | the alarm ¢ and the prepared material €,
side, a thermometer can be fixed inside close | reaches above the grave-mound, and for pro- ros
40 to the glass panes. | tection against outer influence is covered with
H H are fillings which,when extraordinary | a strong wire fencing that can be locked.
| ligh_tlless of the apparatus 1s required on ac- H&Villg thus described my invention? what
count of transport, can be made of oil-cloth, | I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
&e., as in general the whole under part of the | Patent, is— ~ IIO.
45 apparatus can be made of light frames covered: | 1. Incombination with the stationary lower
with the same material. When complete,the | part, a, of a corpse-preserver, a part, b, ver-
apparatus may be conveniently carried by two | tically movable therein, and a shaft, cords,
persons. As it can be taken to pieces, it ean | pulleys, pawl, and ratchet, whereby said part
be transported through the narrowest rooms. | 0 may be raised for inspection, held in an ele- 1t 5
so If the whole apparatus has to be as cheap | vated position, and lowered at will, substan-
as. possible,and yet the effect remain the same, | tially as set forth. '
then, as Fig. 5 shows, the common coffin is . 2. In combination with an alr-tight corpse-
placed on a gim_ple wooden fr&m__e,_ T’ , COV- ipreserving appa-r&tus,.a-lamp SIlppOTt_GdthGI’ C-
ered with cloth, under which is the ice-chest | by and provided with tubes which allow the 120
55 K. In this case only one coffin-lid, I, which | foul air to be drawn up from said apparatus
1s provided with a glass pane, is neeessary, { by the lamp and consumed thereby, substan-
which can be made to fit all sizes of coffins by | tially as set forth.
means of air-tight frames M N, that are laid | 9. A coffin-supporting frame, in combina-
under. Theairenters the ice-chestat o,passes | tion with a shaft, cords, and pulleys,and rods 125
6o through it and through tube P, and pene- |7 attached to said frame and vertically movable
trates at 6 into the coffin, out of which it.is | in tubular pillars by the rotation of said shaft,
sucked up by the lamp and consumed. The | as set forth.
process 18 therefore just the same as that al- | 4. The combination of a bolt arranged tobe
ready described of the artistically and solemn- | attached to a supposed corpse, with a bar, ¢/, 130

2

315,569

for the reception of the coffin is effected i*ni resented 1n vertical section as connected with

65 ly fitted up safety apparatus. o
InFig. 7 the already-mentioned lamp is rep-

caused to drop by the withdrawal of said bolt,
the door W, which flies open thereupon, the




315,569

stud or rod U, carried by said door, and alalm
mechanism tripped and caused to operate by

the withdrawal of said stud or rod substan 1

tially as seb forth.

5. The combination of an air- tight coffin-
receptacle with an ice-box arranged in a lower

part of the apparatus, and a pipe, I, which
makes commumcatmn between sald 1ce -box

forth.

presence of two witnesses.
' RICHARD STRAUSS

Wltnesses .
| ALEXANDER SPIELMANN
CARYL FIEDLER.

| and said coffin- receptacle substantlally as set

In testimony whereof I affix my 51gnature in '
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