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T 0 @ZZ whony 6 may concern:
BeitknownthatI, WILLIAMA. N ETTLETON,

a  citizen of the United States, residing at

Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and

State of Connecticut, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Corsets; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the 1uvent10n
such as will enable others skilled in the altto
which it appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates to that class of stitched

corsets which are made of two or more plies

of material cut vertically, and has for its ob-

jeet to-do away with the clumsy seams which

unite the different sections, in the joining of
which the beauty and fit of the corset are al-
Wways more or less lost, and at the same time

to increase the strength of the seams, which
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are always the weakest point in the corset, so

that it shall be an 1mp0581b111ty for it to rip
or give way at the jolning-seans; in short, to
render the joining-seams 111V151ble and mde-
structible. With these ends in view I have
devised the novel construction which I will
proceed to descrlbe, referring by letters to

the accompanying drawings, Tor mmg pfn,rt of

this specification, in which—
Figure 1 is an elevation of a half-corset fin-

ished; and Fig. 2 is an elevation representing

, two sections only of a corset stitched together

and then corded.
- Heretofore in the manufactme of seamed

" corsets having more than one thickness it has

35

been the common practice to complete the sec-
tions separately, trim each section when neces- |
sary,and thenstitch them together, the edges of |

~ both pliesof one section being turned inward,
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and the edges of the other section shpped
between them and then stitched there, thus

making six thicknesses of cloth at each seam.

This renders the seams thick and clumsy, with-
out the slightest additional strength being
gained by the added thicknesses. It 1s of conrse
well understood that the strain upon a corset
when in use comes upon the seams, which are

the weak points, and where they 1nmrlably

- give out, the common practice being to JOlIl

S0

Lhe sections by a single seam.
In my improved corset I avoid both the

clumsiness and the weakness of the present

style of seams by dividing up the strain in !l

| such a manner thab thele is no more chance

|

for a seam to give way than there 1s for the
fabries of both inner and outer plles to spllt

cut one or more of the corresponding sectmns
in both inner and outer plies of different sizes, -
so that when stitched togethel the seams will
not register. The sections forming each 0f

the pllES are stitched together Wlthout regard 60

to the sections in the other ply. This part of
my invention consmts, in brief, in joining i the
sections of both inner and 0111:61 plies sepa-:

rately, after which the plies may be Secmed
together in any suitable manner.
be seen that, instead of the whole strain com-

ing upon one seam in which the stltchmg
passes through six thicknesses, the strain is:
divided between two independent seams, Whlch

preferably do not register -with each othel, 70

and each of which pftsses thlough but two

thicknesses of material. |
The second part of my inv entlon con31sts in

stltchmo series of cords between the two plles.
or forming by stitching a series of bone- poekets 7 5

SO located relatively tn the joining-seams th&b
not only shall the seams in the two plies not
register with each other, but neither of smd
seams shall register w 1th the seams between:

the cords or pockets, the joining-seams of 80

both inner and outer plies being crossed by
one or more of the cord or pocket seams. ab a

more or less acute angle.

In cutting the sections T pteferably make_*:'i';;:;_’f-;?'_;{f-'-
the allowance for the cords or pockets all in 85
the outer ply, so that,when the cords or bones
are in, the inner p]y wﬂl lle flat, or Substa,n-;ﬁf_;

tially so

In the drawings, A zepr esents the outer p]y .EZ:-
90

of the corset; B, the inner ply; C C, the se-
ries of cmds, D the seams which umte the-
sections of the outer ply together, and E one

of. the seams which unite the sectlons of the;_i

inner ply together. |
It will of course be undelstood that the style

of the corset illustrated has nothmg whatever -~
to do with my invention, which relates solely =
to the manner in which the different pliesor ...
thicknesses are constructed and united to-
100

gether, and 18 equal]y apphcable to all kmds._
of corsets. |

It will thus 6, 5

I have shown and desel 1bed mv mventmn?f'___'_;fﬂjf?'-f';_.}.--:.'f-.
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in connection with a two-ply corset only. It |

should be understood, however, that the num-

ber of plies of which the corseb 1S made has

nothing to do with my present invention,
5 which 18 as applicable to a three or four ply

corset as to one made of two plies only.

An important feature of my invention is

that I am enabled to join the sections with
seams accurately gaged, as the edges of the

10 sections themselves form.the guide for stitch-
ing them together. I thus imm the corsef
much more ])elfectly than is possible by any

other system, as-the swells and curves of the
- sections are inno danger of being lost through |
15 carelessness on the p:;ub of the person who

Joins the sections together. Incidentally, also,
there 18 a saving of time in trimming.

In manufacturing by the system now in use
1t 1s often necessary that the sections be sepa-

20 rately trimmed before they are stitched to-

- gether in order to preserve the shape of the
This 1s wholly done away with by my
invention, the only trimming required being

" one of the straight edges—-—elther front or
- 25 back—after the secblons of the half- cmset are

joined together.
| Anothel and equally valuable femtme of my

- Invention as applied to corded corsets lies in

the fact that by cording the half-corset, in-

- 30 stead of the mdependent sections, the com-
pleted article is given a much ﬂrremi:e‘m degree

of elasticity, so that the lmes of the cor-

- set developed in stitching together the sepa-
rate sections are still further develoljed and

35 preserved by the process of cording. I thus
render stretching or molding of the completed
corset wholly unnecessary, the effect of my
system being that not only do none of the
joining-seams register with C’lch other, but

315,436

the thread in no two of the sections run par- 40

allel with each other, thus developing the

greatest elasticity of the fabrics without the

Shn*htest loss of strength.
The result of my improved system of forna-

| 1Ing 18 that the corset when completed has the
appearance of a seamless molded corset. The

seams which join the sections cross the cord-
seams or bone-pockets in such a manner as
not to show without close inspection. More-

-over, the joining-seams are stayed by the cord
or pocket seams So completely as to make the

breaking of any seam an impossibility.
wamn thus described my- mventlon 1
claim—

1. The improvement in the art of manufac-
turing corsets, which consists, first, in form-
ing the i 1nner and outer plies separately of sec-
tlons stitched together, and, secondly, in stitch-

1ng series. of cords or bone pockets between
Nolo

the plies, said cords or pockets being so lo-
cated that not only shall the joining- seams in

| the plies not register with each other, but none

of said seams shall register with the cord or
pocket seams, after whlch the corset is fin-

ished in the ordinar y manner,
2. As a new manufacture, a corset whose
Inner and outer plies are fmmed of sections

45

<0

separately stitched together, in which the in-

ner and outer joining- seams do not register,
and having cord or bone pockets Stltched

7¢

therein, which cr ossthe joining g-seams atamore

or less acute angle,.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature
1 presence of two witnesses.
WILLTAM A. NETTLETON.
Witnesses: |
F. W. OsTROM,
A. M. YWOOSTER.
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