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‘fence-locks; and it consists in the combination,

~crossing the ends of the rails, as will be more !
~ fully described hereinafter. |
20

‘to form the lock. |
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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it knownthat I, JoEN MCLAIN COFFMAN,
of Washington, in the county of Fayette and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fence-Locks; and T
do hereby declare the following to be a fall, .
clear, and exact description of the invention,
stuch as will enable others skiiled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use it, refer-
ence being had totheaccompanying drawings,
which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in

with a fence,of two pieces of timber of suitable
form, which are conidected together at any
suitable point, and then dropped down over
the top of the fenceinto the angles formed by

The object of my invention is to provide a
lock for rail fences, which will serve to mre-
vent the upper rails from being
or becoming accidentally displaced. r

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
portion of a fence embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same, showing dif-
terent forms of pieces of wood which are used

A representsan ordinary rail fence to which
my lock is applied. This lock consists of two
pleces of timber, B, of suitable length and |
shape, and which are connected loosely to-
gether at their upper ends by means of a wire
or other suitable material, C, and which lock
15 then dropped down over the top of the ends

| of the rails, as shown. |
across the lap of the top rails, and the pieces” . -
‘of timber catch inthe angles formed by cross- .
ing the rail ends, as shown, and prevent the
ends of the rails from being pushed off or 40

thrown .off |

The wire -'ca,tchesl;

pulled out for the purpose of tearing down or - .

destroying the fence.

ed at a suitable

It is not necessary-that
these two pieces of timbershould be connected
at their upper ends, for they may be connect-
point below the upper ends, 45 -

and the connecting-wire then passed between -
the ends of the rails, if so desired, asshownin = .|

dotted lines. The

pieces of timber used to.

form this lock will be of any shape, and of &~
length proportioned tothe height of the fence. .
The locks being detachable, they can be. re-
moved at any time, and then as readily re- .

placed.

Having thus described my invention, I

claim— -

550

The combination of a rail fence with the
lock, consisting of two pieces-of timber and & oo
wire for connecting them together, the two- [T
pieces of the lock being dropped down over - =~

the overlapping ends of the rails, so as to eateh 60

' in the angles formed thereby, and supported

in position by meansof the wire, substantially -~ .

as specified. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein

presence of two witnesses. _ | I
JOHN McLAIN COFFMAN

ALLEN HEGLER, e
M. WILLARD. -
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