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GEORGE C. HENNING, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

LEGGIN.

—

SPECIFPICATION forming part of Lette-rs'Patent No. 314,840, dated March 31, 18€E5.
Applicatinn filed January 30, 1865. (No model.) -

To all whom it may concermn:

~ Be it known that I, GEORGE . HENNING,

of Washington, in the Distriet of Columbia,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Leggins, of which the following i1s a

My invention consists in aleggin having ifs
front flap provided with eyelets, and 1ts rear
flap furnished with lacing-hooks, through and
around which eyelets and hooks a lacing-cord

is passed to draw the edges of the flaps to-

gether.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
~ a side view of my improved leggin, showing
the lacing-cord slackened; Fig. 2, a similar
- view showing the loops of the cord cast off the
hooks; Fig. 3, a view showing the cord drawn

taut; Figs. 4 and b5, illustrations of different
plans of lacing; and Fig. 6, a top end view of

the leggin, showing how the flaps or edges

-~ overlap; Fig.7,a view illustrating the nature
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of the fabric used. | N

Prior to my invention leggins have been
made with eyelets in both flaps or edges, with
buttons and button-holes, and with lacing-
hooks on both flaps or edges. '

In aleggin patented since my invention,

and designed.to be water-proof, a folding sec-.

tion of suitable material was employed to con-

nect the two edges, which were drawn together

by means of a lacing-cord running loosely in
the hem of one edge, and drawn out through
openings made in said hem at suitable inter-
vals, to form loops to pass around lacing-hooks
applied to the other edge or flap, and each of
these modes of lacing or fastenings have long
been common in shoes, as 18 well known to
{hose familiar with the art. -

The primary object of my invention 1is to
produce a leggin suitable for the use of sports-
men, which object I attain without in any way
lessening the desirability of the same for gen-
eral purposes, but, on the contrary, rendering
it more desirable for all uses than those pre-
viously made. -

It is important in all cases that the leggin
be so constructed that it may be fitted and
made to conform closely to the leg of the wear-
er, that a close joint be formed between the
edges of the flaps, and that the application
and removal of the leggin may be quickly per-
formed.

| When the leggin is intended for the use of

sportsmen, it is especially important that no
hooks or projections be used in such position 55
that they may catch in brush or vines, because
when that occurs the sportsman is impeded
and is liable to be thrown down, at the risk

of accidentally discharging his gun and to the

injury of his person and clothing; or the fast- 65
‘enings are apt to be destroyed and the leggin

rendered useless. | | o
By the construction which I shall now de-
scribe I insure a neat fit, while providing tor

different thicknesses of material under the leg- 63
‘gin, secure a close joint, permit a ready ap-
plication and removal, and avoid all liability

of the fastenings becoming entangled in vines
or brush or obstruetions of any kind. -
Referring again to the drawings, A indicates 70
the leggin as a whole, having an opening, pretf-
erably at the side, and flaps ¢ b at the sides of
said opening, as is common in this class of leg-
gins. The body of the leggin may be of can-

vas, leather, rubber cloth, or any other suit- 75

able material, and cut to any approved pat-
tern. The flap «, which is at the forward side

| of the opening, is provided at suitable inter-
vals with lacing-holes ¢, advisably furnished

with eyelets d, to prevent the edges of the holes 8c
from tearing or fraying out, and to afford a
smooth surface for a lacing-cord, B, which 1s
employed to draw the flaps « and b together.
The lacing-holes ¢ are near the edge of the flap

a, but far enough therefrom to avoid tearing 85
out. The rear flap, b, is furnished with lacing-
hooks e, and is designed to pass under flap @ far
enough to close the space between the edge of
the front flap and the lacing-hooks and to allow

a reasonable variation in the width of sald go
space without leaving an uncovered opening
between them. This permits the wearer to
adjust the legein as desired to compensate for
variations in the clothing worn beneath the
leggin, and yet tosecure asnug fit in all cases. 95
The hooks e have their ends or noses turned
backward, and their rounded necks turned
forward, so that there is no liability of their
catching in vines or of twigs being canght
therein. The lacing-cord B, which will be of 100
any suitable material, may be passed through
the holes or eyelets of flap ¢ and drawn-out in
loops in any one of several ways, each produe-

| ing substantially the same resnlt—that is, the




2

formation of a series of loops to pass over and |

~ around the hooks of flap b.

10

- In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the cord is represented
as passing through one hole, thence around

the edge of the flap @, thence through the next

“hole, and so on throughout the series, giving

the appearance of a whipped edge. This ar-
rangement 18 convenient, and permits the
loops to be readily caught hold of by the fin-

gers to throw them over the hooks, allows the

cord to run freely through the holes or eyelets,

- and 1s deemed the best mode of lacing.

I5

- loops between each alternate pair of holes, so |
‘as to bring all the loops on the same side of

‘tween each two holes to form the loop f.
In Fig. 5 the cord is passed through the

In Fig. 4 the cord is shown passing from
one hole to the next on the inner face of the
flap, thence through the second hole and to
the third on the outer face of the flap, and so
on throughout, the cord being drawn out be-

holes in the same manner, but only drawn into

the flap. These variations in the lacing are

- not important, but are described simply to

25

explain more fully the manner of constructing

- and using the leggin.

30

In- the manufacture of leggins much- diffi-
culty has been encountered in securing per-

manence of shape, a difficulty which lacing is

found to increase somewhat. .
Ordinary fabries suitable for the manufac-
ture of leggins do not possess the requisite

- stiffness to retain their shape when used alone; |

hence it has been customary to employ sone

kind of lining capable of giving the additional

stiffness required; but in using leggins so

- made the outer and inner fabries draw and

40
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give unequally, and as-a consequence the leg-
gins In a short time present a wrinkled and

somewhat disfigured appearance. To avoid
this difficulty I employ an outer fabric, ¢, and
an inner lining or stiffening fabrie, A, which
may be the same or different in texture and
quality, though preferably alike, and I com-
bine and firmly unite the adjacent faces there-
of by means of rubber or other suitable cement-
1ng substance before the parts of the leggins
are cut out. In this way I produce a com-
plete fabric, showing only the woven material

314,840

on its faces, yet rendered water-proof by the

which the inner and outer fabries are so per-
fectly joined that mneither can yield or draw

without the other. - -
In practice I usually employ strong canvas
for both the inner and outer faces, and the

50

| rubber which unites the two fabrics, and in

55

fabrie produced by their union in the manner

explained is found to answer admirably for

the manufacture ofleggins, giving the required

stiffness and strength with lightness. -
I .am aware that it is not new to unite two

light fabries by means of rubber or rubber cem-

ent, thereby producing a light material suit-
able for water-proof coats and wraps; hence I

-make no claim, broadly, thereto; but I am not

awarethatany one hasheretofore madea fabric
suitableforthe manufacture ofleggins by firmly
and intimately joining an outer wearing fab-
ric and an inner stiffening fabric, and there-

by giving the leggins at once strength, stiff-:
‘ness, and ability to withstand the drawing or
stralning effects of a lacing-cord applied as
“herein set forth. o | |

The leggins constructed in the manner above
described are found in actual use to give
great satisfaction. - . | |

Buttons may be used
equivalents of the hooks e¢; but the hooks are

| preterred..

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— - g |

1. A leggin composed of an outer wearing
fabric and an inner lining or stiffening fabric

intimately and firmly joined throughout their
adjacent faces by rubber or equivalent cement--

60
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in the place and as

30_ |

ing material, as and for the purposeexplained.

2. The herein-described leggin, consisting
of body A, provided with front f
lacing-holes ¢, and rear flap, b, provided with
lacing-hookse, and thelacing-cord B, threaded
through the holes ¢from the inner tothe outer
faces of the flap, substantially as described
and shown. |

GEO. C. HENNING.

Witnesses:
JNO. W. BLAKELOCK,
S. KATZENSTEIN.
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