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To all whom it may concern:
‘Beit known that I, JAMES BIRNEY BARRON

State of Maine, have invented a new and Im-
proved Wire-Fence Tool, of which the follow-

“1ng 18 a full, clear, and exact deserlptmn

The. Ob_]ECB of my invention 'is to provide a
simple, efficient, and inexpensive tool for use
in stretching the wires along the posts in set-
ting up wire fences.

The invention consists 1n the construction

and arrangement of parts, as will be herein- |

after fully described and claimed.:

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
d1 awlings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate

Figure 1 1s a perspective view Showmg my
improved fence-tool as used in stretching the
fence-wire. Iig. 2 is an enlarged rear view

of part of the tool-stock, showmg the wire
Ifig. 3 is asec-

splicing and cutting-off tools
tional side elevation taken at right angles to
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a front view showing the

wire grip or vise and the method of j joining or

splicing the wires, and Fig. 5shows one of the
joints of the fence-wires. |
I make the fence-tool with a suitable heavy

- stock, A,extended to form the handleB,to serve
30

as a lever by which to work the tool to stretch
the fence-wires. The front side, ¢, of thestock
A has a recess, b, formed in it, in which is piv-

~ oted atoneend on astrong g pin, ¢, the vise-j AW C,
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which 1s slotted at its other end, as at ¢, for
the passage of a screw-pin, D, w hich is pwoted
by itseyed upona pin, e, pass:ed 1nto or through
the stock. . The stock is slotted, as.at f, to al-

low the screw-pin D toswing ba,ck clear of the
end of the vise-jaw C, to allow the jaw to be
opened to permlt the fence-wire W to be passed

- between the jaw and the stock of the tool.

E is a handle-nut, which is screwed onto the
end of the pm D, and when the pin is swung
into the slot ¢ of the vise- Jaw O the nut may

45 be turned down tightly on the top of said jaw

_50

to bind the fence-wires, so that they will not
slip whilebeing stretched along the fence-posts
P. Ilarrangethevise-jaw Catabout the trans-
verse center of the face g of the stock A, and
beneath the lengthwise center of the ]aw or
thereabout, I cut into the face of the stock the
<-shaped groove G, so that when the fence-

| quite close to the first one.

wire i1s to be drawn in the direction of the ar-

row 1 in Figs. 1 and 4 the wire will be passed
into the upper side or half, g, of the groove
G, and so as to draw over the corner g of this
pmrb of the groove, and when the fence-wire is

‘to be drawn or stretched the other way the
| wire will be passed into the lower side or half,

¢*, of the groove G, to draw over the corner ¢’

3
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at the other side of the stock. With this ar-
rangement of 1evelsely inclined wire-grooves
in the stock the wires will be much leSs liable -

to slip through the vise than would be the case
were the wire-grooves cut straight across the
stock, and when one of the wires of the fence

| is ntretehed the next wire may be stretched or

drawn in the reverse direction, thus enabling

the workman to work both ways in stretching
the fence-wires, which economizes time, and is
less liable to loosen the fence- -posts by the pull
of the wires than when the wires are all
stretched in one direction.
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I proposetoinsert orapply metal wearplates .

or blocks ¢ at the corners ¢’ ¢° of the slots over
which the wires draw, to insure a better hold
of the wires and save the tool, and the oppos-
ing faces of the vise-jaw C &nd stock between
whlch the wire 1s gripped may be faced with
any suitable 10ughened metalhc grip and wear
plates.

H is a cutter fixed at one end, h, to thestock
or its handle, and baving a cuttmg -head, 7',
which normally springs out from the mde of
the tool sufficiently to admit the fence-wire be-
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tween its edge and a suitable plate, A% let into
the stock, and so that a _blow of a hammer on

the head % will cut off the wire.

~ lisa wire joining or splicing bar which T
hold in a socket, 4, of the stock A by a strap

or plate, f, which crosses the slob outsme of

the bar. (See Fig. 2.) This bar I hasahole,
J, through which the end w of one of the fence
wires W may be passed, whereupon the bar
18 placed againstthe other wire and then turned
to twist or coil the end w around it to form
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the coil I, the wires being held meanwhile by

the vise-jaw. When the c¢oil [ is finished, the
end of the wire around which the said 0011 is
made 18 twisted around the other wire to form
the coil 7, (see Fig. 5,) the wires being shifted
in the wse and the bar I worked at the other
side of the stoeck while making the second coil

The splicing-bar
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I has- anothel hole, K, with a side opening, , |
through Whlch the barbs of barbed fence-wires.

may pass as the said wires are passed sidewise
into the hole K to make the joint, as will read-

11y be understood. The wire cutting and splic-

ing implements thus are always ready to hand

for use when requlred ~
The use of the tool in stretching the fence

wires 1s illustrated in Fig. 1, where the wire
"W 1s being drawn to the left throu oh the part-

ly-tightened bta,ples p on the fence-post P
while being held in the upper inclined groove,

g, of the tool-stock, the wire resting on the

corner ¢ of the gr oove. The end of the stock
may-be placed against a stump or root, R, or

- a stone, or othel brace as a fulerum, as will
readily be understood. As the- wnes are
. stretched tight the staples p-will be driven in !

“hard upon them to-hold them to place. The

- 20

wire-clamping devices C D E will of course |

- work well in fastening the fence-wire to.a tool-

~stock- having a smgle transverse groove for
the wire, and the tool may be used to draw up |

 the fence -wires when held in or near the hori-

 25

zontal plane and braced awamsb a fence-post |

or Othel Support

314,779

Having thus described my inventiori ‘Ielaim

as new :—md desire tosecure by Letters Patent—-—-
1. The combination, with the stock A, ex-
tended to form a handle, B, and hav_mg a 30

transverse groove across its face of the jaw C,
pwoted at ¢ to the stock, and havmg a slot,

¢, at its lower end, the Serew D hinged to the

stock to enter the S&ld slot ¢, and a nut, K,

_. ada,pted to clamp the jaw O over the mre- 35
‘groove in the stock, substantially as set forth.

2. A combined fenee wire stretcher, cutter,

‘and twister consisting, essentially, of. the stock

A, having a ha,ndle B and a transverse wire-

"-ﬂ*roove in 1ts side faee, the jaw O, pivoted to 40

swing over said groove and slotted at its lower
end, the screw- D, hinged. to the stock to enter:

the slot a hand- nut D adapted to clamp the

Jjaw over the traLwelse -groove, the spring-

“eutter &/ on the end face of the stock, the 45

twisting-bar I, having holes J and K%, a,nd the .~

loop t over the stock for holding the Sp]lClncr-
‘tool in place, substantially as set forth.,

JAMES BIRN DY BARRON
W/Vltnesses

J. P. WINOHDLL,
00 d. RIPLEY.,
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