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Be it known that we, JosErH C. HMMO\TD
Jr., of Rockville, in the county of Tol and-
and State of Counectlcut and THEODORE K.
KiNag, of Westport, in Lhe county of Fair-
field, and said Smte have Invented certain
new and useful Implovements 1n Shoe-Clasps,
of which the following is a descuptlon 1efe1*
ence being had to the accompanying dxaw
ings, where—

F]D"me 1 1s aplan or ‘mp view of the tonﬂue
of our improved clasp with a sleeve. Fw 2
18 a side view of the same.

Fig. 4 is a plan view of
our i1mproved clasp. TFig. b is a view in
cross-section of the catch-plate on plane de-
noted by line z « of Fig. 4, showing the tongue
inend view. |
- The object of our present improvement is
to simplify and cheapen the construction of
the class of clasps particularly adapted for
ase on overshoes without impairing the util-
1y, strength, or durability of the clasp; and
our lmpmvement consists in the combination
of a laterally-elastic tongue used without a
tongue- -plate, and a catch- phte having one or
more openings less in length than the tongue
1S in width. |
Weare aware that a later ally-elastic tongue
combined with and operated by a tongue-
plate is not new; but in the old dewces the

by and depends upon the tongue-plate, where-

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
a denotes the tongue of our imypr oved clasp,
which tongue is pr etuahly made of wire, bent
to the geneml shape of a hook, the sides of
the tongue being re-entrant at the parts «
whiech lie between the sides of the cateh- -plate
b when the tongue is engaged in a hole in
the plate. The ; parts jusb above or in front
of the hollows in the tongue form cams ¢* in

at this part than the_holes b’ in the tongue-
plate are in length. The inner ends of the
wire at the bfmk of the tongue are beént to-
ward each other, and prefer ablv meet, as this
construction gwes a better spring action to
the sides of the tongue, and these ends may
be soldered or brazed together, so as to make
the wire practically eontmuous In the struct-

| number of holes ¥,

F]ﬂ“ 3 18 a rear |

and i1s attached to one
' side of the shoe orlike article, the tongue be-
ing secured to the strap on the other side by
looping the latter around the cross-wire ab
the back of the tongue. As this method may
be objectionable, on account of the wear, a
sleeve, ¢, of metal, is preferably used as
socket piece to first inclose the base or pivot-
bar, «¢°, of the tongue, and the cloth-strap 1s

| then folded over the sleeve so that the latter

will take the wear. The tongue and catch-
the article to. be clasped together, the tongue
is thrust through one of the holes in the plate
and then folded down upon the latter, turn-
ing upon its pivot-bar. In doing this the
tongue is compressed laterally as the cams
pass through the plate, then expands, so that
they overhang the sides of the plate and pre-

vent the accidental unclasping of the device.

In our device only two parts—the catch-
plate and the tongue—are essential to its suc-
cessful operation, and the most expensive fea-

ture of the prior clasps is completely dis-
pensed with—that is, the tongue-plate and

labor of putting the tongue-plate and tongue
together.
We claim as our improvement—-

plate being secured to the reSpeetrive- parts of
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1. In a clasp, in combination, a laterally-

- elastic tongune with cam sides, and a catch-

plate having one or more openings less in
length than Lhe tongue 1s in width at the part
where the cams are Iormed all bubstantlally as
described. |

2. In combma‘umn, a, eatch plate having
one or more openings, and a hook- shaped
tongue that is laterally elastie, and has lateral
cams that overhang the sides of the catch-
plate when the parts are engaged, and where-
by these two parts—the catch-plate and the
tongne—form a complete lockinug spring-
clasp, all substantially as described.

JOSEPH C. HAMMOND, J=.
THEODORE E. KING.

Witnesses to the signature of Joseph C.
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