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2o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE B. MARKLE,
Jr., of Hazleton, in the county of Luzerne and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented 2 new

5 and useful Improvement in Coff

. ins and Cask-
ets, of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description, reference being had to the

annexed drawings, forming part ot this speci-
fication.

1o This 111vé11t10n relates to the face plate and

cap of a coffin or casket 1id.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is p%lt of a cen-
tral longitudinal Sectlon of a cofiin or casket,

showmn' means for securing the face glass cmd'

15 cap of the lid, Fig. 2 1is pmt of a cross-sec-

tion of a coffin on line yyof Fig. 1. Fig. 31s

a sectionon line x » of ¥ig. 2, and Fig. 4 1s a
partial sectional viewshowinga modification.

A 1ndicates the body of a coffin, and B the

20 lid. Theundersideof the lidis provided with

cleats C on three sides of the opening D for

receiving and holding a face-glass, 18. The

glass 1s placed in position in the cleats by

-sliding it toward the head from the foot, and
25 to prevent 16 from becoming accidentally dis-
placed 1n case the coffin should be stood up on
end, or be otherwise elevated out of horizonbal
position, I provide a stop forthe glass consist-
ing of a bent wire, I, pivoted at two points, q,
near its ends to one of the cleats Cin such man-
ner that the central part of the wire shall ex-
tend down and rest against the exposed edge
b of the glass. The wire being flexible, if the
ends thereof are spread apart, the central part
25 will bend up between the pivotal points ¢ out
of contact with the edge of the glass, so that
the latter may be drawn out of the cleats.

To adapt this wire stop to be operated from
without the coffin after the 11d is secured down
80 that the coffin may be opened, if desired,
without the necessity of removing the lid, 1L
connect a wire or cord, (5, to each end of the
wire stop and extend these cords to opposite
sides of the coffin, where they are attached to
slides H, loosely confined in recesses I in the
lower edﬂe or surface of the lid. The slides
H are cmn:ined in the recesses I by staples J.
‘With this construction, by drawing both slides
outward in opposite directions at the same
5o time, the wire stop will be elevated above the

glass, so that the latter may be pushed par-
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| tially out of the cleats by hand when it is de-

sired to open the eofﬁn temporarily for any
purpose.

K indicates the cap or plate for covering the =5
face-glass K.  Such a eapis ordinarily secured
to the lid by screws, requiring much time for
removing and replacing the same. To adapt

the cap to be quickly secured in place or re-

moved therefrom, I secure to the under sur-
face of the cap a bent catch, L, having a lip,
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1, which is adapted to be set in a reeess m, in

the projection M on the lid in the act of plcm
ing the cap over the glass. This catch is lo-
ca-ted near the edge of the cap, which is turned 6x
toward the foot, and there may be two or more
of such catches, if desired. Near the OPPO-
site edge of the cap, on the under side, is se-
cured a pin or bolt, N, which passes down
through a perfomtien, %, 10 the lid when the
cap 1s pressed down to place. This bolt is
provided with a shoulder, #', which is en-
gaged by a spring-cabch, o, secured in an up-
right position to the cleat C. To the upper
or free end of the spring-catch is connected a 75
wire or cord, O, which is extended to the head
end of the eofﬁn and is attached to a slide, P,
arranged.in the edﬂ*e of the 1id in the manner
of the shdes above deserlbed By puliing the
slide P outward the catch o is drawn out of 8o
engagement with the shouldered bolt N, so
that the cap may be removed.

1t 1sevident thatthe above-described fasten-
ing for the eap may readily be modified with-
out changing the character of the invention. 83
In Hig. 4 I have showna modification in which
the cap 1s provided with a keeper, p, for a
bolt, ¢, which latter is located in'a seat, 7, and
18 pwvu]ed with a spiral retaining-spr mg, 8.
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‘The wire or cord O is attached to.the outer 9o

end of the bolt ¢, and 1s to work in the man-
ner above described.

Variousother modifications of the fflstemng
will suggest themselves; but the above is
thought sufficient to indicate the scope andin- g3
tention of my improvement.

What 1 claim 1s—

1. The combination, with a coffin

-lid, of a

removable face-glass, 2 flexible wire. st0p for
holding the ﬂlass in plaee,, which stop is sus- 100
pended or fulerumed at two points near ifs
| ends, and the wires or cords connected to said
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ends and to slides located in opposite sides.of | coffin, and a wire or cord connecting the

the coffin, which slides project outside the | spring-catch and slide, substantially as herem 10
‘coffin, as and for the purpose specified. shown and described.
. 2. The combination, with a coffin-lid and a | 4
* 5 cap-for covering a face-glass, of a shouldered |- GLO. B. M,“&RKLD’ JE.
bolt at the for Wmd end of the cap, a spring- Witnesses:
catch for engaging the shouldered bolt, a slide | N. C. Yo8sT,

projecting outward through the head of the R. B. ROBERTS.
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