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and State of Oregon, have invented an Im-
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- a perspective view of one end of a car with
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- of the Jjaws f. The walls o0 and ¢ are for the
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Justmg lever r, and shifting the latch e to hold
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To all whom. it maay CONCEPIL:

Be it known that I, ALvIN W. VAN DoORS-
TON, residing ab Salem in the county of Marion

proved Automatic Self- AdJustmg Car-Coup-
ling, of which the follomng is a full, clear,
and exact description. -

This invention has relation to that class of
car-couplingsknownas ‘‘auntomatic’’ or *‘self-
adjustingy’’ and it consists of the mechanism
hereinafter described, and fully pointed oub
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

the couplerattached. Fig. 2is alongitudinal
vertical section of the draw-head and coupling
mechanism. Fig. 3 18 a perspective view of
so much of the coupler as projects from the
{front of the car, looking {from the rear. Fig. 4
1s adetached view of the sliding jaws and coup-
ling-bar. Figs. 5 and 6 are detached views of
the sliding jaws; and Figs. 7, 8, and 9 are de-
tached perspective VleWS of the coupling-le-
vers.

mindicatesthe draw-head,whichis provided
in the interior, ¥ y, with grooves g,above and
below and near the mouth, for the reception

reception of the actnating-levers {, connected
with the jaws f in the groove ¢ crosswise of
the draw-head m.

%k indicates a rock-shaft, which is held in
place by means of the braces secured to the
end of the car.

4 indicates a lip, which is thrown back in a
horizontal position by turning the rock-shaft
%k over when not in use and forward in a hori-
zontal position for the purpose of operating
the readjusting-lever .

The rock-shaft k i1s provided with a weight
at one end and a handle at the other, and hori-
zontal with the lip s isthe rod d, extending to
the top of the cars for the purpose of operat-
ing the said rock-shaft % into or out of posi-
tion, for the purpose of operating with the ad-

the weight angle -levers ¢ 7 in an uncoupled
position when not in use. The levers 4 2 on
each side of the car and lever v at the top of
the car are connected at w with the right-angle |

| levers by chains ¢, for the purpose of uncoup-

ling the cars when coupled. The draw-head
m is provided with the horizontal grooves g
crosswise in the interior dnd near the outer
end of the space y,for the reciprocation of the

jaws, reciprocating horizontally to and from

each other by the action of the right-angle le-
vers [/, and the adjusting-lever  is secured

55

to the back wall, 0, and under the right-angle
lever !, for the purpose of readjusting or lock- 60

1ng the same, if desired, for coupling or un-
coupling. The rubber bloek z 1s supported
by the stud Q, passing through the front wall,
«, and the said block z extends from the-front
wall, @, to and through the back wall, o, to
the adjusting-lever », for the purpose of hold-
ing sald lever in pomtlon until thrown for-
ward by coming in contact with the rock-
shaft k. -

It will be observed that the stud « on one
of the levers [ and the slot in the other lever
are for the purpose of operating each other
when poth are operated.

In Fig. 3, S indicates a slotted stud having

pin- ‘holes and pins passing through the back
and front walls, for holding said levers {in con-

tact with each othel and in combmatlon with

the jaws /. |

Having descubed my invention, w hat 1
claim is—

1. Inadraw-head having theﬁonta,nd back
walls, 0 and «, the slotted stud S, lever r, and

| movable latch e, the pin-holes and pins pass-

ing through from the back wall, o, to the space,
P, between the wall ¢ and front end, the rub-
bel block z, extending from the fmnt wall, «,
through the back wall, o, to the 1ead3ust1nﬂ‘
lever 7, and the pinQ), for supporting the said
rabber block z, as shown and described.

2. In a draw-head, the combination of the

rubber block z with the readjusting-lever r,
in connection with the levers! between the
walls 0 and «, connecting with the jaws f, re-
ciprocating in the grooves g,for the admission
of aconnecting-bar,substantially as described.

ALVIN VV. VAN DORSTON.

Witnesses:
| SETH R. HAMMER
C. W. HELLENBRAND.
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