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Lo all whony 1t may concermn:
- Be it known that I, JosErpx T. LEGER, a
citizen of the Dominion of Canada, now resid-
1ng at Waltham, in the county of Middlesex
and State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Wash-
Ing - Machines; and I do hereby declare that
the same are fully described in the following
specification and illustrated in the ACCOINDA-
nying drawings. - :
This invention relates to improvements in
washing-machines, and it is earried out as fol-
lows, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, where—

Figure 1 represents a plan view of the in-
vention. Iig. 2 represents a side elevation,

and I'ig. 3 represents a cross-section on the

~line A B shown in Fig. 1. '
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Similar letters refer to similar parts where-

ever they occur on the different parts of the

drawings. | *

The invention consists of a pair of side
frames or supports, a, connected together at a
proper distance apart by means of suitable
braces, ¢’ «/, or equivalent means.

1o the frames « a is pivoted at ' IV the
outer shell, 0, preferably made semicircular,
or nearly so, in shape, and provided on itsin-
terior with a number of slats, 0" &, by means
ot which a corrugated interior of said shell or
receptacle b is obtained, as shown in Hig. 3.
The upper ends of the receptacle b terminate
as handles 0° &°, for the operator to take hold
of in manipulating the machine. |

I prefer to make the shell » and its corru-

- gated slats 0" 0", of wood; but, if so desired,
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bar or slat ¢’ in the series as shown in

they may be made in whole or in part.of metal.
b* b* are the flat ends of the shell b, The up-
per ends of the frames ¢ ¢ terminate as forked

bearings or guides ¢” ¢”, in which rests loosely |

the horizontal bar ¢, to which is secured the
oscillating ‘‘rubber’ €, composed of side
pleces, ¢ ¢, and lateral bars ¢” ¢”, secured to

the side pieces, ¢’ ¢, in such a manner as to

leave an open space between each successive

Fig.
5. The rubber C is made semicircular, or
nearly so, in shape, and through its center is
inserted the axle ¢, the ends of which project
beyond the outside of the side pieces, ¢ ¢, and
mto grooves b° 5" made on the inside of the

end pieces 0%, b% as shown in Figs. 1 and 3.

m

The operation of the machine is as follows:
The rubber C is lifted up and removed en-
tirely from the shell §, and the clothes to be

~washed are put in the latter, with a proper

amount of soap and water, after which the
rubber C is placed within the shell b, the bot-
tom of the said rubber resting on the clothes
in the shell 4, the bar ¢ resting loosely in the
forked guides a” «” and the projecting ends of
the axle ¢’ resting loosely in the grooves 0° 5% on
the 1nside of the end pieces, b* %, and when in
this position the fulerum ¢ of the rubber C is
located abovethe fulerad’ d’, on which the shell
bswings. Ifnowarocking motionisimparted
to the shell & by raising and depressing its
handles 6° %, it will be seen that the rubber
O 18 caused to rock alternately in an opposite
direction to that of the shell b, causing the
clothes contained in thespace between them to
be thoroughly worked, agitated, and rubbed
on both upper and under sides at the same
time, as the water in the shell b is free to pass
through the perforations or spaces between
the slats or bars ¢” ¢” in the rubber C, and
thus reach every part of the clothes during
the operation of the machine.

The machine may be worked by hand or by
means of steam or other power, as may be
required, according to the amount of wash-
ing that 1s to be done. It will also be seen
that the rubber C being held down onto the
clothes in shell & by its own weight only, and
being loosely supported and guided in the
forked bearings a” «”, it will automatically
yleld npward more or less, according to the
thickness of the clothes contained in the semi-
circular space between the interior of shell 2,
and exterior of rubber ¢, and consequently
all wear and tear of the clothes while in pro-
cess of being washed is entirely obviated.

The invention in its operation is as nearly

an imitation of vrdinary hand-washing as can
be made in a machine, for the interior corru-
gabed surface of the shell b serves as a cor-
rugated wash-board, and the oscillating rub-
ber U acts on the clothes similar to the hands
and knuckles of an operator while in the act
of washing,

Adfter the clothes have been washed and
rinsed the rubber Cis removed, and the clothes
taken out of the shell ), and so on, if more
clothes are to be washed. --
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Having thusfully deseribed the nature, con-
struction, and operation of my invention, 1
wish to secure by Letters Patent and claim—

' the frame, and the axle ¢ of the rubber Cresting
and guided loosely in the grooves & §° of the -
shell, all arranged as and for the purpose set

In a washing-machine, the combination of | forth and described.

5 the frame « «, provided with the slots a” &',
the shell b, provided with the grooves 0° )° on
the inside of the ends of the shell, said shell
being pivoted to the frame a, the internal rub-
ber, C, the bar ¢, supporting said rubber, and

10 having its ends guided in the slots ¢” ¢” on

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig- 13
nature in presence of two witnesses. |
JOSEPH T. LEGER.
Witnesses: i
| -ALBAN ANDREN,
HeNRY CHADBOURN.
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