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UNITED STATES

GEORGE C. FRAZIER, OF ALLEGHENY, ASSIGNOR TO HAMILTON, LEMMON,
© ARNOLD & CO., OF PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA. '

COFFIN-HANDLE.
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SPECIFICATION forming _pé.rt of Letters Pﬁtent No.313,819, dated March 10, 1885,
Application filed September 6, 1884. (Model)

To all whonv Tt muaiy conceri:

Be it known that I, GEORGE (. FRAZIER,
of the ¢ity of Allegheny, in the county of Al-
legheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-

« vented a new and useful Improvement In
Coffin-Handles; and I do hereby declare the
following tobe a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-

1o fication, in which— a

Figure 1 is a plan view showing my im-
proved coffin-handle. Fig. 21isa vertical sec-
tional view on the line # x, I'ig. 1. Fig. 318
a horizontal sectional view onthe liney v, Fig.

rg 1. Jigs. 4 and 5 are detached views of the
ball and socket. |

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
wherever they oceur, |

Heretofore it has been customary to attach

»o bar-handles to the securing-plate or to the side

of the coffin or casket by a hinge having a

pintle, so that the handle may be raised or

lowered, and the plates forming the hinges by

which the handle is secured to the side of the

25 casket are soformed asto conform thereto. The

objection to this is, however, that where the

plate is so formed as to fit on the straight side

of the coffin a bar-handle secured to the casket

at two or more points cannot be employed,

30 owing to the hinge, where the side or end of
the coffin is curved or angular. .
The ohject of my invention i1sto remove thi

difficulty and to so hinge the bar-handle that |

the securing-plate may be placed on the casket

3z parallel to the handle, or at an angle thereto.

I will now describe my invention, so that

- othersskilled in the art to which 1t appertains
may manufacture and use the same.

In thedrawings, a represents the usual form

4o of bar-handle, having extending therefrom,

either attached thereto or integral therewith,

‘the short arms b 0, at the ends of which arms

are balls ¢ ¢, which fit in a socket, d, in the-

platee, forming a universal joint. The upper

45 rear portion of each of theseballs Is cut away,
“while the lower rear portion is extended, so
that by turning the plate at right angles

to its normal position the projecting portion

of the ball may be inserted within the ellipti-

zo calsocket d on a line with its major axis, when
by turning the plate to its proper or normal

!

I

position the ball is prevented from escaping
from the socket, and the seat f, formed by the
extension on the ball, engages or rests against

a depression, ¢, in the plate ¢ at the upper 55
edge of the socket d, which depression or slot
enables the handle to be folded against the
casket. The plate ¢ at its center around the
opening which forms the socket d 1s raised or
elevated, while to the rear face of the plate
there is secured a flat plate or baek, g, thus
forming the socket for the reception and re-
tention of the ball. In the plate'e are formed
serew-holes, 4, for securing the plate to the
side of the casket. By means of this ball-and-
socket joint the plates ¢ may be secured to the
side of the casket at any desired angle with-
out interfering with the action of the hinge or
the position of the bar-handle.

Although I have described the form of 7o
socket-plate and balls I prefer to employ, 1
do not desire to limit myself to this particular
form or construetion, as any other form of ball-
and-socket joint may be employed in a like
manner. | |

I am aware that single pendent handles,
either with or withont a transverse bar, are
not new, and T do not desire to claim the same;
but, - | - |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

60'

75

S0

1. Asan improvement in coffin-handles; the

combination of a rigid bar, two or more sepa-

rate securing-plates, and two or more univer-
sal joints connecting the bar to the plates, so
that the plates may be secured on the same or
different planes without affecting the position
of the bar, substantially as specified. .

2.. A coffin bar-handle having two or more
hinge-balls, said balls having one or more pro-

Q0

J . . » . - . . . .
' jections formed thereon, in combination with
- an ellipsoidal socket having a depression afb

'

one end thereof, substantially as and for the

purpose speciiied. , |
- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 2b6th day of August, A. D.1354.

GEORGE C. FRAZIER.

Witnesses:
VW. B. CORWIN, |
JAMES K. BAKEWELL.
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