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UNITED STATES

RICHARD C.

BITTING AND DRIVING HAR

IRVINE, OF SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA.

NESS.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Let_ters Pateut Mo, 313,673, dated March 10, 1885,

Application {iled November 10, 1884,

(No modcl,)

To all whom it ma; i/ CORCETTL
Be it known that I, RicaArDp C. Im’“mr of

the city and county of Sacr amento, and State

of California, have invented an Impmvement

1n Oonvertlble Bitting and DIIVII]D“ Harnew |

and I hereby declare the following to bea full
clear, and exact description thereof. |

My invention relates to the class of harness .

and to certain new and useful improvements
therein,by which abitting-harness mayreadily
be converted into a driving-harness, and vice
versa.

My invention consists in the adqptatlan of’

the hip-straps of the driving-harness to serve
as the side back-straps of the bitting-harness;
in a fastening on each side of the saddle
adapted to engage the ends of the side back-
straps and the su“le check-straps of the bitting-
harness and the shaft-bearers and tugs of the_
driving-harness, and in suitable ffmstemuo*s
apon S"le straps by which their various en-
oagements are readily effected, all of which I
shall hereinafter fully explain.

In teaching a colt to become accustmned to

the bil, or, as it 1s usually termed, to become
“br1dle-—w1se "’ a harness known as a ‘“Dbit-
ting 7 halness isemployed. This differsirom
the ordinary driving-harness in the omission
of some parts and the changed construction
and adaptation of others to make the harness
serve the purpose intended. Toillustrate this,
the breeching, the shaft-bearers and tugs, and
the driving-reins,which are always present in
the driving-harness, are omitted in the bit-
ting-harness, the object being not to put the
colt to work but to teach him to become ac-
customed to the bit. The bitting-harness is
usually a separate and distinct harness from

the driving-harness, and they cannot be nsed

interchangeably.
It is the object of my invention b0 provide,
by means of a proper construction, arrange-

ment, and adaptation of parts, a harness which =

can readily be converted from one to the other
kind and answer effectively for either.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 1s a view showing the harness when

convelted into a bitting- harness and applied
to a colt. Iig. 218 a pelspeetlve view of the
upper portlon of the saddle. Iig. 3 1sa view
showing theapplication ofthe dr'iv_in o-harness.
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from 11:, and are then carried forward and

A 1s the uSlnl saddle, secured by the belly-
band ¢. B is the turn- ba,clz; strap, and C the
crupper. Secured to the rear portion of the
turn-back strap are the straps D,whichin the 55
bitting-harness serve as side bftd{ -straps, Hig.

1, :;md in the driving-harness, Fig. 3, serve as

the usual hip-straps. In the latter harness
they are secured to and support the breeching |
& by means of any suitable snap-hook, d, 65
buckle, or other fastening, though 1 preter a

snap- hoo] as being the most easily and qmck]y

adjusted.
In the bitting-harness, the breeching being
omitted, the Sbl aps are readily- dlsengaﬂ*ed

snapped into a loop, m, on the side of the sad-
dle below the rein-ring, as shown in Fig. 2.
As will be seen by this figure, the loop m forms
one of three loops of a plate or casting, M, riv-
eted to the saddle. The opposite 10101:) is des- |
ignated by, and the lower central one by m™
1 do not, however, confine myself to the plate

.

- M as ameans for attaching the various straps,

for other forms of fastenings may be used; but
I prefer the three-looped plate for its simplic-
16y and effectiveness. |
The bridle I may be any suitable bridle
either for driving or breaking, as either will
answer the purpose of the other to an extent
sufficient to warrant its use. The check rein
or strap f of the bridle 1s hooked to the sad-
dle, as usual. |
G Fig. 1, are the side check straps, pro-
vlded with snap hooks, the forward ends be-

75

80

‘ing snappedinto the rings of the bit, and then

rear ends being Snapped into the 100p m’ of
the plate M.

When used as a dlwmg harness, the side
check-straps, (¢, are easily removed and omit-
ted, as they are not needed, the driving-reins
H, Fig. 3, being Subsmtuted and pr()pelly di-
1ected

The shaft- bem ers and tugs I, Fig. 3 of the
driving-harness, and W]lldl are abqent in the 95
blttmu -har ness, are provided with snap-hooks
and engage Or are otherwise secured t0 the
lower ]0013, m’, of plate M. -

In order to convert the driving - ‘harness
(shown in Fig. 3) into the blttmg ‘harness of 1O
Fig. 1, 1 iirst anhook the hip-straps D from the
br eeehm (which 18 dlspensed with) and carry

QC
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the said straps forward and hook them

- m, forming the side back-straps, D, of Fig. 1. T

N {0}

IS

then unhook and dispense with the shaft-bear-

ers and tugs I, dispense with the usual breast-
strap and traces and reins, and put on the side

-check-straps,(, securing them to the bit-rings

and loops m’, as shown. In this manner but
one set of harness is required to answer both
purposes, and the conversion from one to the
other may be easily and quickly made.
Having thus described my invention, what T

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, js--
1. Inaconvertible bitting and driving har-
ness, the straps D, in combination with the

plate M, whereby said straps are adapted to
be used for either hip-straps or side straps,

substantially as herein described.

20

2. Inaconvertible bitting and driving har-

ness, the side back-straps.D,of the bittin o-har-

- ness secured to the turn-back strap and to the

~ herein described. | ,
~ . Inaconvertible bitting and driving har-
- hess, the straps D, secured by one end to the

25

saddle, adapted to be employed for the hip-
straps of a driving-harness, substantially as

- turn-back strap, and provided with means
~ whereby it is adapted to be secured by their
~ other ends to either the saddle or the breech-

30

1ng, substantially as and for the purpose here-
in described. o
4. Inaconvertible bitting and driving har-

ness, the hip-straps D of the driving-harness,

In combination with the saddle provided with

to loop | a suitable coﬁnecting

device to engage said 35
straps when freed of the breeching, whereby

they form the side back-straps of the bitting-

harness, substantially as herein described.
5. Ina convertible bitting and driving har-

ness, the hip-straps D of the driving-harness,
having suitable fastenings by which they are
attached tothe breecking, in combination with
the saddle A, having a loop or ring, m, upon
each side, whereby the hip-straps,when freed
from the breeching, may engage the saddle to
form the side back-straps of the bitting-har-
ness, substantially as herein described.

6. Inaconvertible bitting and driving har-
ness, the combination of the saddle A, pro-
vided with the three-looped plates M, one on
each side, the straps D, provided with snap-
hooks, and adapted to engage the breeching
or the rear loop of the plates M,and forming,
according to their engagement, the hip-straps
of a driving-harness or the side back-straps ss
of a bitting-harness, the side check-straps, G,

40
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' provided with snap-hooks engaging the bit-

rings and the forward loop of the plates M,
and the shaft-bearers and tugs I, provided
with snap-hooks engaging the lower loops of 60
sald plates, substantially as herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand. - | |

RICHARD C. IRVINE.

Witnesses:
C. D. CoLg,
LEE D. CrAlG.
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