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To all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, JAcoB V. ROWLETT, a
citizen of the United States residing ab Rich-
mond, in the county of Wayne and State of
Indlana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Foot-Plates for Roller-
Skates, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, 1efe1ence being had to the accompany-
ing dr Awings.

My invention relates to roller-skates, ::md
the purpose thereof is to provide a llght
strong, and comparatively inexpensive foot-

plate for this class of skates,having an arched l

instep which is stren O*thened and stiffened by
a tie or truss. brace fermmﬂ' an integral p‘Ll"t of
the plate.

My invention consists in the several nov el
features of construction and combinations of
parts,hereinafter fully deseribed,and definite-
ly pointed out in the claims annexed to this
specification, the same forming certain novel |
Improvements upon the invention shown and
described in an application for Letters Patent
filed by meupon the 29th day of August, 1884,
and numbered in serial 141,725.

Referring to the drawmgs forming part of
this application, Figure 1 is a plan view. of a |
foot-plate embodymﬂ my invention. Fig. 2
isa centrallongitudinal section of Fig. 1. I‘l o,
3 18 a transverse section of Fig. 2 in the pl‘me

x x. Fig. 4 i1s a side elevation showing a
modified construction.

In the said drawings, the reference-letter A
indicates the foot—pl&te of a skate, which is
preterably formed ofsheetmetal. The platebe-
ing cut to the proper shape and size, I form in
the Instep portion thereof two parallel longi- |
tadinal cuts, a a, extending from the front of
the heel portlon over the instep, and to or, if
desired, into the broadening part of the plate |
lying between the instep and the toe. These |
cuts divide said part of the foot-plate into
th:r ee parallel strips, whereof the central strip,
«'y may be somewhat narrower than theouter
strlps a’. The cuts a, by which these parts |
are formed, may conveniently be formed by
the same die by which the plate itself is cut,

or they may be made by any other suitable
means. The foot-plate thus prepared is then |

bent to form the arch of the instep, the outer
strips, a°, of the instep portion being for this

purpose curved into the shape shown 1n sec-
tion in Fig. 2, the central strip, ¢, being re-
tained in the same plane with the body of the
plate toform an underlying tie or truss brace 53
for the arched instep. -

A convenient method of shaping the plate
is to draw 1t into form by means of proper
dies, as any shortening or bucklingof the cen- |
tral strip, «, is thereby avoided. Itmay,how- 60
ever, be shapeal by any other snitable means.

I have shown in the drawings a strut or .
post which may, if desired, be interposed be-
tween the tie or brace and the arched portions
«’. This strut may consist of a central bar 55
or plate, B, adapted to rest upon plate or
strip ¢, and having at each end an upwardly
and outwardly inclined support, b, upon which
the arched portions «® rest. The ends and
central portions of the strut may be fastened 7o
by rivets. 1t 1s evident, however, that other
forms of support may be used; but my.inven-
tion does not of necessity inv olve the employ-
ment of any post, as 1 may use the tie- plate
without any vertical support.

By my invention I provide a hght strong
and comparatively inexpensive foot-plate pos_ |
sessing just enough elasticity to render it easy
for the foot, and capable at the same time of
resisting any strain brought upon it in use. 8o

The central gtrip, ¢, which forms the brace
or truss, may be bent downward, as shown in
Fig. 4, to compensate for the shortening of the
plate caused by arching the lateral strips a*.

Having thus described my invention, what I 85
claim, and desire to secure by Letters P‘ttent |
of the United States, 15—

- 1. In afoot-plate for roller- shatee, a stay or
brace underlying the upwardly - carved or .
arched instep portion and integral witk said go
plate at its ends ounly, subetantmllv as speci-
fied, ,
2. A fout-plate fer a roller-skate having the

{Jt

instep portion divided into three lonn*ltudma,l

parts or sections, whereof the two eutel form g3
the arched mstep, and the central part forms
a tie or brace which stiffens and strengthens
said instep, substantially as specified. |

3. In afoot-plate for aroller-skate, the com-
bination, with the arched instep portlen hav- 100
ing atie or braceunderlying the same and in- =
tecrlal with the plate, of a post or strut rest-
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- 1ng upon said tie and supporting the arched In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein ro
~ portions, substantially as specified. presence of two witnesses,
4, As a new article of manufacture, a foot- |
plate blank having the instep portlon divided | JACOB V. ROWLETT.

- 5 by parallel ]onﬂ*ltudmal cuts 1nto separate |
parts or Sectious whereof the arched instep WVltnesses.
~~ portion and a tie or brace underlying and | - BeENJAMIN F. HARRIS
strengthening the same may be formed, sub- . J W. NEWMAN
‘stantially as spemﬁed -
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