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To all whom it may concern:

of the strips a, and affer passing in opposite

. Be 1t known that I, FRANK K. SMITH, of | directions through the said slots are slightly

Toledo, in the county 'of Tama and State of
Towa, have invented an Adjustable Check-
Outter, of which the following 1s a specifica-
t1omn.

This invention has relation toimprovements
in check-cutters or devices whereby checks
and the like may be separated or detached
from the stubs of a book; and it consists in the
construction and novel arrangement of parts,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth,
and particularly pointed out in the claim ap-
pended.

In the accompanying drawings, to which
similar letters of reference are made indicat-

ing corresponding parts, Figure 1 is a per-

spectiveview of a check—book, showing my de-
vice applied with a check partly separated
from its stub; and Fig. 2 1s a perspective view
of the device removed from the book.

Referring by letter to the said drawings, A
indicates a book, which may be of any ap-
proved form, f;uch as the ordinary check or
recelpt book.

B indicates the cutting or severing device,
which consists, essentially, of the strips a a.
These strips are preferably formed of metal
and respectively provided with a central lon-
gitudinal slot, b, forming guideways for the
transverse connecting-studs C C. Thesestuds
are secured to the adjacent overlapping ends

—

beaten over or headed to partly overlap the
opposite flat sides of the respective strips, so
as to allow -a longitudinal sliding movement.
The strips a are also provided at their outer
ends with downward vertical flanges D, to en-
gage the edge of the cover and leaves of the

book, and guide-loops E, for the passage of an

elastic strap or band, F for holding the de-
vice in proper poswlon upon a book.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that my device may be adjusted for books
of various widths by drawing the stripsa apart
until the vertical end flanges are brought to
engage the longitudinal edges of the leaves or
cover of a book,the elastic band or strap pass-

ing beneath the leaves and lower cover.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

As an improved article of manufacture,the
check-cutter consisting of the strips ¢ @, con-
nected together by studs C and having the
central longitudinal slots, b, the vertical end
flanges having the guide- Ioops and the elastic
band or strap, all adapted to operate substan-

tially as specified.
FRANK E. SMITH.
In presence of—
C. CUNNINGHAM,
GEO. H. SMITH.
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