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(No model.)

Lo all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, EDWARD S. WILKINS,

a cltizen of the Umted States, residing at |

Stowe, in the county of L?LIIIOﬂ]e and_St&te of
Vermont, have invented certainnew and use-
ful Improvements in Sap-Buckets and Covers;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact destription of the invention,
such as will enable othersskilled in the art to
which it appertainsto make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters and figures of ret-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. _

This invention has relation to devices used
in the drawing of the sap from trees, such as
maple, and has for its object simple convenient
means whereby water or snow is keptout of the
sap bucket and spout, and also devices at the
bottom of the bucket by which the same may
be held in a vertical position whether the tree
be round, flat, or hollowed opposite such part
of the bucket. _

My invention consists, therefore, in the con-
struction and combination of parts presently
described.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a sec-
tion of a tree with myimprovements attached.
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the cover. Iig.
31s a view of the inner edge thereof. I'1g. 418

a cross-section of the cover on line w , Fig.

2. TFig. 5 is a bottom view of the buclket.
The buc_ket A is provided near its upper
end with an eye or opening, «, which In use
is caught over a hook, «', driven into the tree
and supported thereby, as wiil be understood
from Fig. 1. On the bottom of this bucket L
secure two or more supporting - rods, B B,
which are arranged about parallel to a dia-
metrical line drawu through the hole ¢. The
outer ends of these rods are brought to a point
to better engage the tree, and they are inde-
pendently adjustable in the direction of their

- length along the bottom of the bucket and out

45

50

beyond the same, as appears in Figs. 1 and 5.
By this adjustment I am able to properly set
the supports to hold the bucket in a vertical
position, no matter whether the tree be large,
~small, round, flat, or depressed opposite the
bucket and thus ‘enable the complete filling

of the bucket, as will be undei‘stood.

ﬁ This
adjustment is secured by passing each of the
rods through keepers C U, and securing a

spring on the rods between said keepers.

This spring embraces the rods tightly and pre-
vents them from moving f1"ee]y through the
keepers. Thespout D 1s driven info the tree
above the bucket, and has 1ts outer end ex-
tended over the ]atter so as to discharge there-
in, as will be understood from Iig. 1
Spout is usually of the common open-topped
form, though other forms may be employed

Where desired. The cover in use 18 arranged

above the spout, and held to the tree in the
manner presently described. .1t consists of a
broad flat plate, I, under lug or lugs F, se-
curing - hooks G, the brace bar H, and the
curved and edged guard 1. The plate Iiis
made of proper sizes to completely cover the
upper end of the bucket, and has the hooks
G pivoted at their inner ends to 1it, so that

they may be swung in the plane of the plate

and are rigid as to “movement transversely ot
sald plate
slots e, formed in the inner edge of the plate
K, so as to firmly brace them agalnst the
transverse movement above referred to. The
ounter ends of the hooks (x are bent at ¢, and

adapted to be forced into the bark of the tree

and hold the cover thereto. The lugs F I de-
pend from the lower inner edge of the plate
E, and provide a broad Lemmn therefor.
Mldway the sides of the plate I, and at the
inner edge thereof, I secure the spout-guard
1, formed of a narrow strip of metal eurved
in the arch form shown, and having its inner
edge sharpened, so 1t ‘may be driven into the
b'u:'k of the tree. The object of this guard 1s

This

These hooks are pivoted in deep
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to prevent water trickling down the_ side of

the free into the Sap-Spout or on the same,
and be carried out thereby into the bucket.
This I secure by arranging the guard over the
spout so it will convey the water trickling

00

down the tree to one side of the line of the

spout.
For thepurposes of the adjustment present-

ly deseribed, I prefer to secure this guard to
the cover by pivoting its arms to the cover at
¢, so that its erown portion may be adjusted,
as indicated in dotted lines, Kig. 4, s0 as to
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~ enable the accurate application of the guard,

' ‘may be set.
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- adjustment, substantially as set forth.
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- plate, I, supported on said cover-plate and

no matter what the angle to which the cover

The brace hook or bar H is pivoted atb its
lower end on the plate, and has its upper end
pointed or otherwise suitably formed to en-
gage the tree. By means of thisbar the cover
1s braced against being forced upward by
wind blowing in under the same, as will be
understood.

Having thus described my 1nvent10n what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pdtent
18—

1. A sap -bucket having attached to 1ts bot-
tom plate keepers and springs, in combination
with supporting-rodsheld by such keepersand
springs, whereby they may be adjusted beyond
sald bucket and held at any desired point of

- 2. The combination, with the covering -
plate, of the supporting-hooks pivoted at one
end to and capable of being swung in the plane
of the cover-plate and the brace-bar or hook
pivoted at one end on the plate and adapted

at its other end to engage the tlee substan-

stantially as set forth. o B

- 3. A cover-plate provided with means for
securing 1t to a tree, combined with a guard-
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| curved downward toward its opposite ends, 30

the inner edge of said guard-plate being sharp-

( ened, substantially as set forth.

4. The combination, with a cover-plate, of
a guard, I, curved downwald toward 1its op-
posite ends and sharpened on its inner edge,
the said guard I being pivotally connected to
the cover, wherebyvits upper end may be swung
toward and from the tree, substantlally as set
forth.

5. The her em-descmbed cover consisting of 40
plate I, provided with slots e, the lugs F, the
curved guard I, pivoted to the plate, the sup-
porting-rods G, pivoted at one end to plate E
1n slots e and p10v1ded at their other ends
with points g, and the brace-bar 1, substan- 45
tially as set forth. ~

6. The combination,with the covering-plate
provided at its inner edge with slots e, of the
hooks (x, pivoted to the covering-plate within
the slot ¢, whereby the motion of said hooksis 50
confined to the plane of the covering-plate,
substantially as set forth. -

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

n 1:)1esence of two witnesses.
- EDWARD &. W’ILKIN S.
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Witnesses: |
CHAS. S. CONANT,
LEONARD S. THOMPSON.
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