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To all whony it may conecermn: _
Be it known that I, LUTHER R. EDWARDS,
“a citizen of the United States, residing at
Franklin, Virginia, have invented new and
¢ useful Improvements in Peanut-Cleaners, of
which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to certain new and use-
ful improvements in rotary scourers adapted
~ particularly for cleaning peanuts and freeing
1o them from their stems. '

The objects of the invention are to pr'oducel

a scourer which will loosen the dirt from the
‘nuts, and by the peculiar construction of
which the dust is carried off without the use
15 of a fan-blower or the like, which is usually
necessary in devices of a similar nature, and
- which will also free the nuts {rom’ their stems
during the process of cleaning. N
~ With these objects in view, my invention
20 consists of two cleaners arranged one above
the other, the said cleaners being provided
with disks having brushes and metal projec-
tions, whereby the dust and stems are. re-

moved from the nuts as they pass between the

25 disks, and, further, in various details of con-
struction, whereby the escape of the dust 1s
provided for, the nuts retained the required
lepgth of time under the influence of the

brushes, and the stems removed and antomatic- |
30 ally eonveyed from one cleaner to the other. -

In order that those skilled i1n the art to
which myinvention appertains may know how
“to make and use the same, I will now pro-
ceed to describe the construction and opera-
35 tion, referring by letters to the accompanying
‘drawings, 1n which— -
Figure 1 is a central vertical section of the
device. Fig. 21is an inverted plan of one of
~ the brush and projection carrying disks, and
10 Fig. 3 is a plan view of one of the tables or
" platforms upon which the nuts rest while be-

ing cleaned. ' B
In these drawings, A represents the frame-
| worl, which is made of a size and strength to
45 adapt it to receive the cylinder B, which in-
closes the working parts of the machine, and
is preferably composed of wire net or open-
work of wood, so as to admit of the free pas-
sage of air to carry off the dust and dirt re-

o moved from the nuts. -

- C represents the main operating-shaft of the
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cleaner, the upper end of which is provided
with a drum, ¢, adapted for the reception of a
belt, through which medium it receives mo-
tion. The upper end of this shaft is held in 55
position by being secured to the cross-piece
d’, and it is supported by the cross-piece e, In
which it is stepped. | | -

- Rigidlysecured to the shaft Care two disks, |
designated, respectively,inthe drawings by the 60
letters D and E. Each of these disks 1s pro-
vided with brushes d, arranged to project a
suitable distance from their under faces, and
each is also provided with a series of metal
projections, f, which are of about the same 63
length as the brushes. The function of these
metal points is to separate the stems from the
nuts during the process of brushing. *
~ As a convenient means of supporting the
nuts during the time of their being operated 70
upon by brushes and metal points, 1 have pro-
vided the shelves or platforms F and G,which
are preferably made of wire-gauze, to permit
the passage of the dustand dirt. Theseshelves
are secured permanently in position by any 75
suitable mode of connection with the casing A,
and they are provided with spiral ribs g, which,

‘acting in conjunction with the revolving

brushes, keep the nuts in a position to be acted
upon by the same a sufficient time to allow of 8o .

.the complete removal of the dirt and stems,

and also convey the nuts from the point of re-
ceipt to a position where they are deposited -
upon another table or to a discharge-opening.
The ribs on the upper platform are so formed 35
as to convey the nuts from the center, where

| 'they are deposited by the chute J,to the edge,

whence they drop to the lower shelf. The .

‘ribs on this lower shelf are so arranged that

the nuts are carried from the edge where they 9o .

“arereceived to the central opening, K, through

which they are dropped upon a conveyer or

sorting-table. The cylinder L is arranged to

inclose a spacebetween the two cleaning-disks,
and forms in conjunction with the cylinder B 95
a circular passage, through which the nats

‘pass on their way from the upper to the lower

cleaneér. The lower supporting-table, G, 18
made with a slightly-concave upper face for
the purpose of counteracting the centrifugal 100
force exerted upon the nuts during their stay |
upon the same, the effect of which would be
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to throw them out of the course prescribed by |

the spiral rib.

Although I have particularly descrlbed the
use of two brushes and tables, I consider the
use of any number which may be required

to accomplish the thorough removal of the

dirtandstemswithinthescopeofmyinvention.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Tetters Pat-

ent, 15— |
1 The combmatlon 1n a machine for clean-

ing nuts and freeing them from their stems, of |
a 1‘otd1‘y disk or disks provided with brushes |

and projections, a platform or platforms for
holding the nuts during the time of their be-
Ing opemted upon by the cleaners, and means,

Subbtcmtml]y as described, for conv eying the
nuts from a

posit.
2. The combnntlon In o machine for clean-

of rotating disks provided with brushes and
projections, and platforms for supporting the
nuts while being secrubbed,and the ¢y linder b,
substantially as desm ibed.

~ 3. The combination, in a machine for cleat-
Ing nuts and freeing them from their stems,
of the disk D, provided with brushes and

point of let*ell}b to a point of db-'

312,617

points tor freeing them from dust and stems,
the tableor platform F, provided with a spiral 3¢
rib for conducting the nuts from the point of
receipt to the edﬂe the disk K, provided with
brushes and pmntq, and the table or platform

G, provided with means for conducting the
nuts from the point of receipt to the center; 25
where they are preclpltated through the cen-

. tral opening..

for supporting the nuts, the latter being pro-
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4. T'he combination of the cleaning- brushes
D and L, platforms ¥ and G, cyhnder B, and
cylinder L, all constructed and ar1 anﬂed sub- 40

_&tantmlly as described.

. The combination, in @ machine for clean-
inn nuts of the IOtthII]D‘ disks provided with
bmshes and metal pomtq and the platforms

vided with the spiral ribs and hfwmg their
upper surfaces inclined in the direction in

- which the nuats are to be couveyed, substfm-
1ng nuts and separ .;.Ltmg them from their stems,

tially as descrined.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my band 1n the presence of two subseribing

57

_ LUTHER R. EDWARDS.
VWitnesses: |
DAviD H. MEAD,

N. CURTIS meo*\ D.
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