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To all w]wm it mal concermn: ' |
Be it known that I, JAMES L. SMOLLEY, a
citizen of the Umted States, reSIdmﬂ‘ ab Tlp

ton, in the county of TlptOIl and State of In- |

diana, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Fence-Posts, of which the
-following 1is

a specification, 1eference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention has relation to improve-

ments in fence-posts; and it consists in the

. construction and novel arrangement of parts,
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as will be hereinafter more fully set forth,
and particularly pointed out in the claim ap-
pended.

The object of my invention is to pPOVlde 2
cheap and simple fence-post which may be
used for rail, wire, or plck:et fences, or com-
bined rail and wire fences. . This objeet I ac-
complish by the means shown and illustrated

in the aeeompanymg drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a 1epresentat10n of my fence-

post in perspective, showing a portion of rails

and wire attached. Fig. 2 1s a transverse
sectional view of the post-, taken on the dotted
lines of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 isa view of the post
looking from the point end.

Referring by letter to the said drawings, A -
indicates the fence-post, B the rails, and C

the wires to. form a fence. This post A 18

formed of wrought-iron, and its upper portion-

is T shape in cross-section. The forward ver-
tical flange, @, extends at right angles to the

. rear flange, &, from the top of the post to the
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point ¢ thereof, the post from the points ¢
to D being substantially triangular in cross-
section. The branches or ﬂano*es d and d

‘terminate in cutting-edges, as shown, to per-

mit the post to be easﬂy_ inserted in the earth,
and the harpoon-point is provided with the
recesses f f at opposite sides of the flange d,
and its rear flat side is provided wmth a

straight bevel, g. Theforward vertical flange,

a, 18 also prowded at suitable intervals w1bh

transverse vertically-curved slots I, having
upper horizontal openings, £, to receive the

fence-wire, which 1s afterward clamped in its

seat by the lips ¢, as shown, to prevent either. |
horizontal or labelal dlSplacement of the |
‘The post being formed of wrought' |

wires.

| iron, these lips may, when it is desired to re-

move the wires, be bent out by any smtwble
instrament.

G indicates the rear flat portion of the post,
having the branches b b, which extend verti-
cally and laterally from the flange a. T'hese
flanges b are provided with shoulders £,

“which in some ecases may be used as drive-

shoulders in seating the post, and at suitable

intervals above these shoulders are wings H,

which are provided with horizontal perfora-
tions [, to receive screws, nails, or other suit-
able dewces tor secmmw the rails B to the
post.

This post is cheap, lloht and sunple In con-

struction, and is %d&pted ‘for use in various

classes of fences.
I am aware that it is not new to form a fence-
post of plate-iron having three flanges ar-

ranged relatively at right annles to each othel

the ce_ntral flange of which is provided with

openslotsto receive fence-wir es, and the other

flanges respectively having holes for the ve-
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ception of nails or other fastening devices

when it is desirable to employ boards for
fencing, and that such flanges at their lower
ends are made tapering to permit easy inser-
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tion into the earth, and therefore do 1ot claim |

such construction, btoadly

Having thus descl ibed my invention, what

I claim as new IS—
As an improved article of manufacture, the
fence-post; deseribed, formed of wrought-iromn,
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having the rear vertical portion, G, provided ----- |

with the lateral flanges, b b, perforated wings
H, and shoulders &, and the forward vertical
flange, @, having the transverse vertically-
curved slots F, the respective flanges meeting

each other in a greater angle from the point ¢

to D to form cutting-edges, as shown and de-
scribed, and the harpoon-point E, having the

recesses f f and the straight bevel g, sub-

stantially as shown and described.

QU

In testimony whereof L affix my signature in

_r-'plesence of two witnesses.

- JAMES L. SMOLLEY.
\Vltnesses |
JOHN Q. SERIGHT,
EzrA L. PICKERING.
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