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To all whomy it may coneeriv:

Beitknown that I, SAMUEL GIBBS, of 1A10X,
in the county of Clarion and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use:
ful Improvements in Banjos; and 1 do here-
by declare that the following is o full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
and 1n which—

Figure 1 is a rear view of a banjo with my
improvements. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal ver-
tical sectional view of the same. Ifig. 318 ¢
transverse sectional view taken on theline x# @
in Tigs. 1 and 2, and Fig. 4 is a detall view.

The same letters refer to the same parts in
all the figures. | |

This invention relates to that class of musi-
cal instruments which are known as ** banjos;’’
and it has for its object to provide a device
for adjusting the straining-hoop 1n the same,
which shall possess superior advantages in
point of simplicity, durability, and general
efficiency, and in which all the brackets may
be operated simultaneously for the purpose of
adjusting the straining-hoop by the action ot
a single thumb-nuat. — |

With these ends in view,the invention con-
sists in the improved construction and ar-
rangement of parts, which will be hereinafter
fully described, and particularly pointed out
in the claims. | |

In the drawings hereto annexed, A desig-
nates the band or body of .the banjo. 1 i1sthe
head, and C is the straining-hoop. All of
these parts are in the main of ordinary con-
struction.

D D designate the brackets, which consist
of flat metal strips, the upper ends of which
are bent, so as to form small sharp-edged
hooks I, adapted to catch over the upper
edge of the straining-hoop, while their lower
ends are likewise provided with inturned
hooks T, directly above which shallow re-
cesses G are formed in the inuner sides of the
said brackets.

The lower end or edge of the body or band
A is provided with an annular wire ring, i,
inserted or embedded therein in any snitable
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manner, and forming the fulerum for a series
of radial levers, I I, which are provided near
their outer ends with recesses or concavities
J, by which they are seated upon the sald
rine.  The outer ends of the said levers are
provided with down-turned hooks I, engag-
ing the hooks I of the brackets; and the
outer ends of the said levers are provided on
their upper sides with projections or studs L,
engaging the recesses & in the brackets. soas

' to prevent lateral displacement of the latter.
- TLateral displacement of the outer ends of the

levers is prevented by providing the lower
edee of the band or body A with a series of

| notches, M, in whieh the said levers are seated.

The body A of the banjo is provided with
a longitudinal arched brace, N, having a cen-
trally-located downwardly-extending screw,
O, provided with a washer, P, and a thumb-
nut, Q. The inner ends of the levers 1 L are
made tapering or pointed, as shown, and in-
serted over the washer . 1t will thus be seen
that by tightening the thumb-nut ) the en-
tire set of levers are simultaneously operated
to foree the brackets D in a downward direc-

tion, thus straining or tightening the head of

the banjo. By loosening the thumb-nut the
result is of course reversed.

From the foregoing deseription, taken in
connection with the drawings hereto annexed,
the operation and advantages of this invention
will be readily understood. The construaction
is simple and inexpensive, and at the same
timeadnmits of handsome ornamentation. This
device is much stronger and more durable
than the straining devices ordinarily em-
ployed, and it is easily, quickly, and convens-
iently operated.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

1. In a banjo, the combination of the strain-
ineg-hoop, ascries of brackets hooked over the
said hoop, and having hooks at their lower
ends, a series of levers fulerumed upon-the
loweredee of thebanjo-body,and having nooks
engaging the hooks at the lower ends of the
brackets, and mechanism for operating the
said levers simultancously, substantially - as
and for the purpose set torth.

2. In a banjo, the combination, with the
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body having a metallic wire or band embed-
ded or arranged at its lower edge, of a series
of levers fulecrumed upon the said wire or
band, and having hooks at their outer ends en-
gaging the straining-hoop brackets,and mech-
anism for operating the said levers simulta-
neously, substantially as and for the purpose

seb forth.

3. Ina banjo, the combination of the brack-
ots, suitably connected with thestraining-hoop,
and provided at theirlower ends with recesses
or depressions and inturned hooks, with the
levers {ulerumed upon the lower edge of the
banjo-body, and having hooks and studs en-
gaging the hooks and recesses of the brackets,
and mechanism for simultaneously operating
the said levers, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. ~

4. In a banjo, the combination of the body
having a series of notches at its lower edge,
and provided with a metallic ring or band,
levers seated in the said notches, and ful-
crumed upon the said metallic ring, strain-
ing-brackets suitably connected with the outer

O | 312,457

ends of thesaid levers, and mechanism for si-
multaneously operating the inner ends of the
latter, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. _

5. In a banjo, the combination of the body
having a longitudinal arched brace provided
with a screw having a washer and thumb-nut,
the straining-hoop, a series of hooked brack-

| ets adjusted over the said hoop, and a series

of levers fulerumed upon the lower edge of the
banjo-body, and having hooks at their outer
cnds engaging hooks at the lower ends of tha
brackets, and having their inner ends inserted
or adjusted under the thumb-nut and washer,
substantially as and for the purpose herein
set forth. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereunto affixed my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

Si&ﬁi\IUEL G‘IBBS.

Witnesses:
J. L. SHANAR,
JAMES C, WECKERLY.
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