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70 all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, WILLTAM H. THOMAS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Fulton, in the county of Callaway and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wagon-Bed Lifters;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable cothers skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
1ng drawings, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to wagon-body lift--

ers, and has for its object to provide a device |

by which the body may be easily elevated
tfrom the running-gear, and by which the latter
may serve, when drawn out, to further elevate
the said body, in the manner hereinafter more
fnlly described and elaimed.
In the drawings, Figure1is a side and Fig.
2 a rear view of my apparatus with a wagon, |
for the purpose of illustrating the operation.
- I'he supporting-frame of my device is pref-
erably formed of the standards A A and the

Ing a pin, B, projected through it or Pro-
vided with a suitable latch by which to fasten
the pivoted frame, presently described. The
frame C is pivoted about midway its ends to
the supporting-frames. To the opposite sides
of the frame, at its forward end, 1 secure the
chain D, one or both ends of which may be
connected with the frame by a hook or hooks
secured on the latter, so that one or the other
of the links of the chain may be adjusted into
engagement with the hook, in order to vary
the size of the loop formed by the chain D to
properly it different-sized wagon-bodies.. It
1S manifest that arope may be substitated for
the chain D, or that other means of securing
such end of the frame to the wagon-body may
be used without departing from my invention.
A windlass, E, is journaled in the rear end of
the pivoted frame, and is provided with one
or more sockets for the lever F, by which it
may be turned. A chain or cord, G, has its
opposite ends secured to the windlass, one
near each end thereof, and forms aloop adapt-
ed to fit under therear end of the wagon-body. |

In the use of the apparatus the front end of
the pivoted frame is lowered and made fast
to the forward end of the wagon-body. The
loop  is then passed arouud the rear end of 55
the body,when, by operating the wind!ass, the -
rear end of the body will be elevated. While
the windlass may be operated by a hand-crank,

L prefer to use the lever-bar I, and to secure
1t by turning it down against the back of the 6o
wagon-body and fastening it thereto by ahook,
H, on the wagon-body. Thus the body will be
raised abovethe running-gear and good results

willbe had; but I prefer to turn the body upside

down, 0 as to throw it higher from the base 65
or fioor, and consequently more above the
ground. To such end I provide a rod, I, or

othersuitable connection secured at one end to

the extremity of lever I, and connected at its
other end in the operation of the device to the 7o
rear of the running-gear, as shown, so that as
the running-gear is drawn out the pivoted
frame and the body will be drawn to the po-
sition shown in dotted lines, No. 1, in which
position they will be held by the latch or pin 75
B3, before described.

When it is desired to replace the body on the
running-gear,thelatteris again connected with
the rod I and backed under the pivoted frame,
the latch B being released, when the parts will So
be moved into the dotted position No. 2, and
the body may be quickly lowered onto the run-
ning-gear. A rod, J, extended transversely
through the frame C, serves to hold a spring-
seat, when such seat isused, by passing through 83
1ts springs, as will be understood.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

. ent, 18—

1. In awagon-bodylifter, the pivoted frame go
C, provided at one end with a windlass and
chains or cords, whereby to connect the said
windiass and the opposite end of the frame
with a wagon-body, combined with asupport-
ing-frame, substantially as set forth. -

2. The combination of thesupporting-frame,
the frame C, pivoted thereto,the windlass sup-
ported in one end of the frame C, and chains
or cords for connecting the windlass and the
opposlite ends of the frame C with a wagon- 1c0
body, substantially as set forth. N

g. In a wagon-body lifter, the combination
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of the frame C, the windlass E, supported at | alateh, B,whereby.to securethe frame C to the I8

one end of frame C, the bar I, connected with
the windlass, the rod I, secured at one end to
bar F, and adapted at its other end to connect
with the wagon running-gear, and cords or
chains D G, whereby to conneet windlass K
and the opposite end of the frame C with a

wagon-body and the supporting-frame, sub-

stantially as set forth.

" 4. The combination, in a wagon-body lifter, |

of the supporting-frame, the frame C, pivoted
between itsends to the supporting-frame, and
provided at its opposite ends with chains or
cords for connecting it to a wagon-body, and

supporting-frame, substantially as set forth.

. In a wagon-body lifter, the combination,
with a frame, C, pivoted betweenits ends, and
provided at suech ends with chains or cords
for connecting it with a wagon-body, of a rod, 20
J, whereby to secure the wagon-seaf, sub-
stantially as set forth. |

In testimony whereof T affix mysignature In
presence of two witnesses. |
| WILLIAM H. THOMAS.
Witnesses:

ROBERT A. CREWS,
D. W. EBERSOLE.
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