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£0 all whom it may concersn:
Be it known that I, RIcARD J. GATLING,
of Hartford,.in the county of Hartford and

State of Conneotlcut have invented certain

new and useful Improvements 1 Loading De-
viees for Breech-Loading Guns; and [do her
by declare that the follo‘n 1ng 18 a full, clear,

- and exact description thereof wher eby a pel-
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son skilled in the art can make and use the
same, reference being had to the : accompany-

g dmwmas and to the letters of reference

nnll;ed ther eon, where—-

Figurelisa top view of my improved load-
ing devme Iig. 2 is a side view of the same,
Shown as lmldmn a cartridge. Ifig. 3isaview
in central section of. the breech of a oun,. and
partof the device showing the method of using
the latter. Tig, 4 is a view of the front em:l
of the device.

My invention relates particularly to the
type of breech-loading guns shown and de-
scribed 1n my aJpphcatmu therefor, filed June
20, 1882; but it is equally adapted fm use with
fmw;r breech-loading gun.

It consists of a trough-shaped body bearing’

asliding follower with a lever-handle, all com-
bined and arranged as more par Lleuhl]y 11e1 e-
inafter descmbed |

The object of my invention is to provide a
device that will not only aid in putting the
cartridge into the chamber of the gun, but by
the position of i
when the cartridge is in its pr 0per position—

~that is, fully home
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In the accompanying dmwmws the letter «
denotes a trough-shaped or semi-cylindrical

‘body, made preferably ofsheet-brass, the edges

of which are doubled and bent inw 11“(1 to for
longitudinal guides b for a sliding follower,
C, Wthh has 1%@1‘&1 grooves into whwh the

flang oes fit, and by these means the follower 18

muded as 1t 1s slid back and forth in the
trough. Hung by a horizontal pin to the rear

- part of the follow er is a lever, d, having a
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short arm, d', and a longer arm, d bearmﬂ 2

~handle, d& by means of Whlch the follower 18

pushed forwmd and withdrawn.
To the under side of the body ¢ is fastened

“a handle, ¢, which serves as a means for sup-

of the breech ot the gun, the |
ver being so ftdjusbed as to _}.emh exactly the
rear end of the chamber when the lever is in

S parts will mdlcate COl‘l ectly
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tridge, f. The letter ¢ g denotes the breech of a

| porting the feed-guide and a contained car- 50

oun, 11’W11]“ the rearward opening, %, leading .

to 1110 car Lr dge-chamber ¢
Tn the lower part of the opening. J, is formed

a notch or socket, 7/, into which the point of 53

the shorter end of the lever is introduced in
the operation of loading,
a fulerum for the lever.

The method of using my improved device

18 -as follows: The mrtudﬂe being placed in
the guide in front of the follower the han-
dle ¢ is grasped by the operator in one hand
and the handle of the lever with the other,

~and the point of the cartridge and fronf L,nd

of the loader are thrust mLo the opening in
the breech of the gun. The follower is then
pushed directly forward by means of the le-
ver-handle until the cartridge is well within
the chamber, as illustrated in TFig. 3 in full
lines. The lever-handle is then rmsed to the

‘position indicated in dotted outline in Ttig. 3.

T'he descending {r ont arm of the lever extends
through the Slot ¢’ in the bottom of the body
of the loader, and takes a firm hold against
the socket or Seat I in the breech end of the

gun, which serves as a fulerum for the lever..

By bringin o the lever-handle foreibly forward

and which serves as
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it will now place the cartridge in its correet |

position 1n the gun, and this fact is indicated
by the front edge of the lever striking the top
length 01 the le-

this position. - The front end of the follower,
where 1t comes 1n contact with the base of the
cartridge, has a recess ov perforation to pre-
vent 113 from touching the percussion-primer

of the cartridee.

In addition 1o the facility with whieh a car-
tridge is introduced into a gun by means of my
improved loader, it has the advantqlge of
enabling the opemtm to place successive car-
tridges in exactly the same position in the
ch'tmbel of the gun, and so insure accuracy
in striking the giv en target.

My imprm‘“ed device 1s ‘”LlSO intended for use
in Joading balls separate from the charge of
powder, and it determines meclmmeallv the
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position of successive balls, so that the charges
of powder afterward introduced will be in the
same relative position to the balls.

I claim as my Invention—

1. Asafeed device for breech-loading guns,

the open trough-shaped body, having an open--

ing through the bottom and a handle fast to
the lower side of the body, a follower sliding
in guides on the body, and a lever pivoted to
the follower, all substantially as described.

2. In a loading device for breech-loading
ouns, a feed-case having a handle fixed to its
lower side, an opening through the bottom of
the case, a sliding follower bearing a lever,
and a breech-opening inagun having a shoul-

der or lug forming a fulcrum for the short

arm of thelever, all substantially as desertbed,
and for the purpose set forth.

3. Ina feed device for breech-loading guns,
the case ¢, having the flanges or guides b, fixed
- handle ¢, and opening «, the sliding tollower
¢, borne on the guides, and having pivoted
' thereto the lever d, with handle d’, and short
arm d’, all substantially as described.

4. Ina feed device for breech-loading guns,
a case bearing a sliding follower and pivoted
- lever, in combination with a gun the cham-
- ber of which bears a fulerum-socket for the
lever, all substantially as deseribed.
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Witnesses:
Cras. L. BURDETT,
o . IF, Drarocx.
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