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To' all whom it ma Y CONCErm:

Be it known that I, RartpH ELY, 2 mtmen
of the United States, 1eS1d1ng at Delaware, in
- the county of Delaware and State of Ohl()
5 have invented certain new and useful Tm-
provements in Hooks; and T do declare the
following to be a full, clefu and exact deserip-
tion of the 11went10n such as will enable oth-
“ers skilled in the art to which it appertains
10 to make and use the same, reference heing
had to the accompanying dla,wmﬂ's and to the
letters and figures of reference mar ‘ked there-

on, which fmm a part of thisspecification.
| MV invention relates to a peculiar form and
15 constructionof hook, particularly adapted for

nse with an eye to form what 18 commonly

known as a ‘“hook and eye’” for fastening
clothing; but the hooL 1S capable of other
usefal ap pllcatlons

My improvements are ]*m ticularly duected
to forming a hook which shall hold the eye
securely, whleh shall be easily detachable

20

when debued which shall have its point so
- turned or finished as not to be liable to catch -

25 or wear the clothing, and which shall be sim-

ple and easy of construction, from a single
picce of wire, if desired, as ﬂre other hooks
of this class.

- Ifor the purpose of lllUSbI"ELtlnﬂ and clearly
describing my invention I have shown in the
accompanylng drawings a method of earrying
it into effect.

Referring to said dmw'mﬂ%, Tigure 1 is an
enlarged side elevqtlon of a hook embodying
my mventmu Fig. 2 1s a perspective view.
Kig. 3 is a similar view of a hook made from
Sh(,et metal.

A is the shank of the hook hfwmn the usual
eyes, ¢ ¢, forsecuring it in place The shank
A ter minates in abend ', from which returns
the hook portion B, as in the ordinary plain
book., The portion B, however, instead of
terminating in a point, or being bent down in
~contact with the shank A and then upward
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~which a portion, , returns toward the first
bend, «'. 'The ]_)Ehll} C 18 substantially parallel

and 1 111 contact with the shank A, and incloses,
with the part B and the bends « b, a slmce
50 D, in which the eye (Shown in dotted lines at |

and ountward again, ends in a bend, b, from

‘ D) can play f1eely over the part C, but with-

out chance of eseape, the usual opening at
the point of the hoo]«.. bemo closed by the
bend b.

To enable the eye Ii to be readily slipped 55
under the part C when it is desired to unhoolk
the device, the part Cis provided with an up-

turned pmuon ¢, of just sufficient height to

guide the eye beueath sald part when the eye
is intentionally pressed into the angle between 6o

parts A and ¢, but low enough to leave the

space d between it and the p‘ut B, to permit,
under ordinary circumstances, the eye to P’LSS
freely back over the part C, and between it
and the part B when such relative movement 65 5
of the eye and hook is unintentionally caused,

as by the movement ofthe wearer. The praotz-
cal result of this construction is that when
the parts are in the hooked position and the
hook and eye are accidentally pushed together 70
theeye will follow down the part Band thy ough
the space d into the space D, where it is en-
tirely inclosed, and whenece it cannot escape
except by passing back again toward the bend

. of the hook and through the space d. 1f, how- 75
. ever, the eye should by accident be puqhed

under the part ¢ and pressed hard enough to
separate the parts A and C and enter between
them, 1t will be seen that said partsare in con-
tiguity for such distance that before the eye
shall have worked its way out a strain in the
ordinary direction may have drawn the eye
back into the hook. It will be observed that
it 18 not necessary to turn the eye out to a right
angle to the hook in order to detach it, as is 83
necessary with some hooks in whieh it has
been attempted by a series of bends to re-
tain the hook more securely. To be obliged
to so turn the eye is a disadvantage, par tleu-
larly when the device and the ‘objects which
it connects are under tension.

It will be seen that, with the advantages
already mentioned, the hook is rounded and
finished at the pomu by the bend b, thereby
preventing the mtehmg and w emmn of the gs

clothing.
Havmﬂ* thus described my invention, what T
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I ¢laim, and desire to secure by Tetters Patent

of the United States, is—
1. A hoolk having its point bent around par- 100
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allel to and in contiguity with the shank, and
terminating near the bend of the hook in the
upturned portion ¢, substantially as set forth.

2. A book formed of a single piece of wire
5 laid double, and having its point bent around
parallel to and in contiguity with the shank,
‘and terminating near the bend of the hook
in the upturned portion ¢, substantially as set
forth. o |
3. A hook formed of a single piece of wire
bent at its middle, having its two portions
= laild side by side and parallel with one another,

10

:

and bent at its ends.info the eyes a a, said hook
having its point bent around parallel toand in
contiguity with the shank, and terminating 15
near the bend of the hook in the upturned
portion ¢, substantially as set forth. S
Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. |

RALPH ELY.

Witnesses: .
A. M. RAwN,
CHARLES M. JAYNES.
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