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To all whom it ma 77 CORCErT : - |

Be it known that I, CITARLES BRAND, of the
city of Oakland, in the connty of Alameda and
State of California, have invented an Improve-
ment in Step-Ladders; and I hereby declare
the following to be a Iull clear, and e‘{ftct de-
seription Lhere{)f

My invention relates to certqm new and use-

ful improvements in the class of step-ladders;

and these improvements consist in -the nov_el.

brace by which the the folding legs are held

~open when in use, and in & swinging platform
- or basket-holder pivoted to the legs of the lad-

N

der and adapted to fall to a horizontal posi-
tion as the legs are spread and folded up as
they are dosed |

The object of my invention is to provide a

step-ladder having a strong and serviceable

brace and an automatic ally acting platform,
to be used as a holder for a b: sket in picking
fruit, or for a paint*mn, or for other Similar

purposes.
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Referring to the accompanying drawings

.for a more completu explanation of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a perspective view of my step-

ladder. Tig. 2 is a vertical section showing
the ladder closed. TFig. 31s an enlarged view
of the braces € and D.

The ladder consists of the asual ,step portion,
A, and the legs b, Dwoted above in'any ,smt
a,ble manner,

Pivoted to the inner back edges Of the step
portion A, at+about the middle of its length,
are two metal strips, U, converging toward
the center of the space between the leg and
step portion, and having their ends bent par-
allel to each other and in contact.

Pivoted in a corresponding position to the

legs B are two metal strips, D, converging to-
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ward the center, and having their ends _bent
parallel and overlapping the ends of the strips
(. These ends are all secured by a pivob-
bolt, E. 'The ends of the strips ¢ are pro-
vided with notches ¢, with which hooks or
catches 4, formed on the ends of the strips D,

aAre a.d‘tpted to engage. When the legs are
spread, the pivoted sbrips assume a ]JOI.‘MO]JEELI
position and the hooks d fall into and engage
with the notches ¢, whereby a brace 1s effected,
and until this engagement is relieved the legs
cannot close. When desired to be closed, the

|

portion of thelegs B.
‘yond the pivot is heavier than the lower por-

e

brace is raised slightly to effect a disengage-
ment of the hooks from the notches.

The

movement of the legs toward the step portion

raises the pivoted brace in such a manner thab

the strips lie, as shown in Kig. 2, 1n an up-

right position, the brace-strips.D overlapping
strips C.  This forms a simple and etlective

brace for the ladder, and one which will not-

get out of order and will always be sure in
1ts 01:)61&‘(1011.

F is the platform, forming a basket-holder.
This is journaled or 1)1V0tec1 by its sides upon
a transverse shaft, (z, secuared near the upper
~The upper portion be-

tion, so that it is adapted to fall down to a

of the platform extend toward the step por-
tion of the ladder. Upon the inner ends are
secured the inclined planes f, between which
extends a transverse bar, H. U pon the back

of the step portionisat ANSVerse strip, 1, and

between two of the steps is a vertical strip, J.
When thelegs are moved to a folded position,

the inclined pomcL:. move under the transverse
strip I, whereby the inner ends of the basket-
holder are depressed until the transverse bar
H comes in contact with the vertical strip J,

‘whereby the inner ends of the holder are car-

ried down as the legs are folded until the
basket-holder is raised to an approximately-
vertical position and abont parallel with the

legs, between the sides of which it folds out

Ot the way. -As the legs are opened again,
the basket-holder 1}61115; relieved on its lower
ends drops down to a horizontal position, in
which it is held by reason of its inner ends
extending under the transverse strip 1 on the
step por tmu
The advantage of having a bwsket holder

fold upwardly is that beuw near the top of

the ladder, if it should not fall out of its own
weight, it is easy for the operator as he ascends
to push it out through the upper portion of the
ladder, and 1ts automatic action in folding ren-
ders it very convenient in getting 1t out of the
way when the ladder is closed |
Having thus described my 1nvention, what

T claim as new, and demre {o secure by Liet-

ters Patent, 18—
1. Ina step ladder, a bmce to hold the fold-
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‘hmu.on{al position, in which the inner ends -
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ing legs open when in use, consmtmg of the |
- strips C, pivoted to the step portion and con-

verging rearwardly, the strips D, pivoted to
the legs and converging forwardly, a pivot-
connection between the meeting ends of the

~strips, and means, as described, for effecting

10

an engagement between the ends to hold them
in poswlon substantially as herein described.

2. Inastep-ladder,abracetoholdthe folding

legs open when in use, consisting of the strlps

~ C, pivoted to the step pmtmn and converging
rearwardly, the strips D, pivoted to the legs

1s

and converging forwardly, a pivot-connection
between the meeting ends of the strips, and-

the means by which they engage each otherin

~-poslition,:consisting of the notches ¢ in strips

-+ C'and the hooks or catches d in stri ips Dy sub-
«:gtantially ‘as herein described.
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‘3. In a step-ladder having the step portion
A and swinging legs B, the platform or bas-

ket-holder I, pivoted on a cross-shaft, G, be-

tween the legs, the inclined planes f on the
inner ends of the platform, and cross-bar H,
the cross-strip 1 on the step portion, under
which the inner ends of the platform find sup-
port, and against which the inclined planes
bear in foldmg, and the vertical strip J, with
which the cross-bar H comes in ,conbacb, and
by which the platform is folded, substantially
as herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto seb my
hand.

| CHARLES BRAND.

Witnesses: |
C. D. CoLE,
J. H. BLroonb.
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