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To all whom it ma 7/ CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, SIGISMUND M. MICHEL-
SON, of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwau-
Lee, and in the State of Wisconsin, have in-

vented certain new and useful Implovements
“in Trunk-Top Supports; and I do hereby de-

clarethat the following isa full,clear,and exact

description thereof.

My invention relates to trunk-top supports;
and it consists in certain pecullarlmes of con-
struction, as will be more ml]y set forth here-
inafter.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of one form of my improved device.
Fig. 2 is a similar view of a modified construac-
tion. Tig. 3 is a side elevation of the form
shown 1n I‘lg. 2, and showing broken outlines
of the trunk and top. Fiﬂ 4. 18
view representing on an enlalged scale the
construction of the parts below the curved
dotted line x# «# of Ifig. 1, looking down from
above said line & « its entire distance. FIig.
5 is a similar view of the construction of the
part below the curved dotted line y y in Figs.
2 and 3, the said lines being represented in
Figs. 4 and 5 as straight 111:1&8 on a plane sur-
ta(,e. g, 6 18 muoth(,r' modification, and Fig.
7 is a detail sectlonal view on the hne 2 2 of
Fig. 3.

The principal object of my presemtmventmn
is to prevent a trunk-top from falling forward
or prematm ely closing, while at the same time
it is prevented from falling back beyond a de-

~fined limit; and to that eud it consists, prima-
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rily, of two corner-pieces, A and B, hinged to-
ocether at the back, and a spring or flexible
gmde, C, with retaining devices, as heremaf
ter seb forth

In Figs. 1to 5 of the drawings I h‘We shown
the parb A as the lower corner-piece, or the
one adapted to be secured to the upper rear
corner of the trunk T, and the part I3 as the
upper corner-piece, or ‘the one adapted to be
secured to the lower rear corner of the trunk-
top ¢; but this is immaterial, as the part B
could be applied to the trunk, and the part A
to the trunk-top, if desired, as shown 1n Iig.
6, and the device would work just as well in
this inverted position asin the position shown
in the other figures of the drawings; and,fur-

(No model.)

terial ;

a secltional |

vent the top from falling forward.
is beveled, as best shown in Iig. 5, on its
upper surface, which bevel enables the pin.

of my present devices be applied to a trunk,

or whether two beused—ouneateach upper rear
corner of the trunk and corresponding lower
rear corner of the trunk-top.
shape of the corner-pieces A and B 18 imma-
but a desirable form is 1llustrated in
the drawings,where a convenient style of hing-
ing the two parts together is also shown, one
part having the slots ¢ and beaded edge o/,
and the other part the hinges b, projecting
through said slots and curving around said

edee. The guide C is, as deseubed flexible,
and is pret erablv made of spring- Sbeel thouwh
I do not limit myself to the material, and one
end of this guide is fixed by a rivet, ¢, or oth-

being set within an offset, ¢, so that the inner
surface of said ouide nmy be flush with the
inner surface of “the said corner -piece. The

accommodate the sweep of the trunk-top in
opening, and has a hook, ¢, at the free end.
A curved slot, D, 1s formed either in the
guide C, as shown in Fig. 1, or else in the de-
pressed or offset portion I of the part B, as
shown in IMigs. 2 and 3, and a lug or pin, D',

adapted to it w ithin said slot D 18 fmmed

either on the part B, as shown in Fig. 1, or
1 else on the guide C, as shown 1n Higs, 9 cmd 3.

The said pmb B iS further provided with a
detent or catch, b, to engage with the hook ¢
of the guide and 1)1*9vent the, trank-top from
falling bwck beyond the desired limit.

In the form of device shown in Figs. 2 and
3 there is a hole, d, formed in the part B, in

The general .
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erwise to one of the corner 'pieces, puefera,bly .
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-said guide is curved 1n the arc of a circle to
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the line of the are Of which theslot D forms Q4

part between said slot and the edge of the
plate B, and this hole is designed to receive
the pin D’ when the top of the trunkis thrown
fully back, as shown in Ifig. 3, and thus pre-

This pin

to ride out of the slot D in the part B over

the solid portion, and then by the force of the

spring-slide C to snap Into place in the hole
d, as in Fig. 5. Similarly the lug D’ (shown
in Fig.1)1s sbeveled to permit the solid part of
the spring-guide C to ride over 1t, and then
the top of the trunk is kept from prematurely

ther, 1t 15 & matter of choice whether one only | closing by the engagement of the outer edge,
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¢*,0f the free end of the nulde C with the said ! tected or eovered toexcinde d1rt and other for- 45

‘lug, as best shown in Flg 4.

In Fig. 6 still another modification is shown.
In this form I still have the depressed or off-
set portion D?in the part B, (which is here
shown adapted to be secured to the trunk in-
stead of to the top;) but I have no curved slot
D eitherin -the guide C or in the corner-piece,
and the beveled lug or pin D’ is placed close
to one edge of the offset D? in radial line with
the detent &', so that when in opening the top
the hook ¢ of the guide slides over the said

beveled lug it will snap to plac_e between it

and the detentd’. Theedge ¢* of the free end
of the guide C bears agamsb the lug D’ exactly
as in the form shown in Figs. 1 and 4, and pre-

ventsthetop from acmdentally closin; g. When

1t 18 desired to close the top, (with any form

of my device, )it is only necessary to press in-
ward on the guide C near its outer end, and

as the said guide 18 of flexible and ela-sbic ma-
terial 1t will instantly yield and permit the

trunk-top to be closed, while the same features
of flexibility and elasticity render it no ob-
struction to opening the trunk, because the
guide C readily yields and rides over the bhev-

~eled lug, as hereinbefore described.
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Under some circumstances I may wish to
use my spring-guide C independently of the
corner - pieces described, and in such case I
need only attach a plate similar to the side

of the part B which contains the curved de- |

pression  or offset D’ &c., inside of the

trunk, and then secure the end of the spring-. ;

guide O to the inner end of the trunk-top, (or

- vice versa,) to accomplish the desired result;

40

but in the majority of cases I prefer to em-
ploy the described corner-pieces in connection
with my guide, especially as the said corner-

pieces give an attractive ornamental finish to

the trunks whereon they are placed.

In Fig. 2 I have shown the slot D as open |

or unpr otected but under some circumstances
1t may be desirable to have the said slot pro-

eign substances which might interfere with
the working of the device, and hence in Fig.
3 T have covered this slot with a housing, D’
(better shown in section in the detail view,
Fig. 7,) which housing in no way interferes. 50
with the action of the pin D’, but rather serves
to protect it by excluding dust &e., as stated.
It may happen, further, that someblmes 16 Wﬂl
be desirable to only paatlally raise the ton of
the trunk, and in order to keep it statlonary 55
at suoch pmtlal elevation another pin or lug
D’ may be supplied, as indicated in dotted

lines and by dotted reference-letter D’ in Fig.

6. In fact, any number of these lugs or pins
may be used the same being all in the line of 60
travel of the guide C, 80 as to sustain the top
at any elevation desired, and in the form of de-
vice shown in Figs. 2 and 3 the several pins
would of course all be upon the guide C,while
in the forms shown in Figs. 1 and 6 they would 63
be upon the part B.

~While my improved devices are especially
adapted for use in connection with trunks, it
1s obvious that they may be applied to any
style of box or case having a hinged top or
lid—such as chests, Show-cases &c.—without
departing from the. spirit-of my invention.

Having thus described myinvention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The combmatwn of the hnwed corner-irons
A B, lug D', detent &', and curved ﬂemble and
elastic metalllc gmde C, having catch ¢, sub-
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stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the fmegomﬂ* I
have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in
the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.

SIGISMUN D M MICHEILSON.

Witnesses:
H. G. UNDERWOOD,
H. J. FORSYTHE.
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