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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. GIFFARD, a_

citizen of the United States, residing at Great

_ Bend, inthe county of Barton and State of Kan-
5 Sas, have invented a new and useful Improve-

- 1ment In Snap-Hooks, of which the following

is a specification, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings. | .

- This invention relates to snap-hooks sand it

10 has for its object to provide an article of this

character which will be simple in construction,

efficient and ready in operation, and superior
in every respect to those in common use,

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a snap-hook in which there will be no
liability of it catching on anything so as to
accidentally open while in use, and in which
the increased strain will not cause it to open,
-as 18 ordinarily the case, the draft serving to

keep the hook closed. o
~ With these ends in view the said invention
consists in certain details of construection and
combination of parts, as hereinafter set forth,
and particularly pointed out in the claim.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my improved snap-hook
1n 1ts closed position. Fig. 2isasimilar view
showing the open position of the hook. Fig.
_ 918 alongitudinal section of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is
30 aview of the stem, spring, and finger-lever de-
tached. TFig. 5 is a view illustrating a modi-
fied form used on large hooks. |
Like letters are used to indicate correspond-
Ing parts in the several figures.
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body of the article, having at its forward end
an integral semi-elliptieal-shaped hook, B, the
extreme end of which isnotched in the center,
as at e, an opening or space, C/, (see Fig. 2,)
existing between the end of the hook and the
body for the insertion of the part with which
the hook connects. The body A is preferably
cylindrical in form, and is made hollow or

bored longitudinally, as at b, to receive a slid-

ing stem or shank, C, which works through the

~open ends of the body, one end of the stem
projecting beyond the latter, and having a
loop, D, with which the strap E is connected
In the manner well known. | |

50  Projecting from the stem or shank, on oppo- |

Referring to the drawings, A designates the

‘there will be no _ ‘ _
‘hooking, for the increased draft will cause it

~catching against any part of the harness and )

site sides and at the rear end thereof, are pins

~or studs ¢, which fit within and work through =

elongated slots d, in the sides of the body, to
gulde the movements of the stem, the latter
being reduced in width from a point forward 55
of the pins or studs ¢ to its opposite end, so
as to provide a shoulder, F. - o

G designates aspring coiled around and en-
circling thestem or shank, and having one end
bearing against the shoulder F, and its other 6o
end against the wall ¢, near the front opening
of the body. The forward end of the stem or
shank is slotted at f, toreceive the reduced in-
ner end, g, of a finger-lever, H, which is piv-
oted by the pin or bolt 4, in a eut-away por- 65
tion, A, at the front end of the body. ‘The
outer end of thislever is formed with a nib or
projection, %, which is adapted to fit in the
notch a of the hook B. |

The operation of my invention will be read- 70
ily understood from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the annexed draw-
Ings. The snap-hook is attached to the strap
by means of the loop D, which may be either
solid with the stem or simply a pivoted bail or 75
yoke, as found desirable. In its closed posi-
tion the finger-lever occupies the opening or
space U’ between the end of the hook B and
the body, so as to effectually prevent the dis-
engagement of the hook from the ring or other 8-
part towhichit isapplied. It will beobserved
that the tension or draft on the strap E serves
to draw the stem or shank backward, and by
reason of the peculiar connection with the fin-
ger-lever force thelatter inward, so as to bind 85
16 more firmly in the closed position. Thus,
no matter how great the tension is on thehook,
possibility of accidental un-

to close and bind more securely. Again, the 9o
finger-lever having the projecting nib fitting
within a notch of the hook provides a tight
fit between the parts, so as to prevent the hook
accidentally opening while in use. 95
When it is desired to separate the snap-hook
from the part to which it is connected, the

~operator pushes against the rear end of the

Stem or shank to cause the forward movement
of the same against the pressure of the spring, 100
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- ward agalnst the hook, as seen.

the pi:ris or stud ¢ working in the slots d, and |

thus guiding the stem or shank. Asthelatter

isimpelled forward it forces theinner end of the

finger-lever forward, thereby causing its outer
end to spring outward, as seen 1n Fig. 2. The
snap-hook can then be applied in position or
detached, as desired, and the moment pressure
is relieved from the stem or shank the spring
exertsits power and returns the parts to their
normal positions, the finger-lever closing in-
It will be ap-

- parent that the force of the spring is sufficient
~at alltimes to keep thehook closed, and should
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the draft or tension on the strap to which the
snap-hook is connected be increased the hook
will not become disengaged, as before stated.
In making large snap-hooks, 1 propose to
d18pense with the elongated slots d and studs
¢, and employ a pin extending through the

body and stem, so as to lock the latter from |-
- moving forward until the pinisremoved,when |
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the hook can be opened by pressing the stem
forward in the manner hereinbefore described.
- Having deseribed my invention, 1 claim—
In a snap-hook, the combination, with the
hollow body A, havingahook, B,formed there-

with, of a finger-lever, H, closmcr the enfrance

to the hook, a sl1d1ng Stem or sha,nl{ C,work-
ing within the body and having a slob f,_at 1tS
front end to receive a projection, g, of the said
lever H, a spring, G, coiled around the stem
or shank and bearmw against the same, and a
loop, D, provided on thelower end of the stem
or shank beyond the body, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -

GEORGT WASIINGTON . GIFFARD.

Witnesses:
- EmIr, HENRY KLUBER,
CLAUDIUS B. GILLIS.
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