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Lo all whom it may concern: o .

- Be it known that I, FRANKLIN D. I'orD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, have invented new and

5 ‘useful Improvements in Barbed-Wire Fen ces,
~of which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to that class of
~barbed fence-wires in which single strands
having bends or offsets serve to retain wire
10 barbs; and the invention consists in 2 novel
- construction of such barbs, whereby their end
terminals or prongs are brought out of line
with each other, whiletheir intermediate por-
~tlous are tightly and closely coiled around a
straight portion of the fence-wire located be-
tween offsets or bends, the.end portions of
the barb being twisted around said offsets
and projecting as prongs at rightangles there-
from. | S |
In the drawing the figure is a perspective
view showing my improved method of con-
structing and applying barbs to fence-wires. |
In awire,1, such asis commonly employed in
. the formation of wire fences, I make at suitable
25 Intervalsaparttwo offsets or bends, 2, between
which is Jocated a straight portion, 3.  To a’
fence-wire shaped inthismannerI apply barbs
which have two prongs or points, 4, that are
arranged out of line with each other and ex.-
30 tend from the fence-wire at the bends or off-
~ Sets made therein. Kach barb is formed of a
pointed piece of wire, of appropriate size and
length, that is coiled or wound around the

5

20

Straight portion 3 of the fence-wire, and has |

35 1its end portions twisted or bent around the
offsets in the fence-wire, from which points
the wire forming the barb projects in oppo-
site directions from the fence-wire and con-
stitutes the prongs of the barb, as will readily

40 be apparent. The coils of the barb extend

In a nearly straight direction around the

‘fence-wire, and lie in close contact with each

other, s0 as to firmly and securely clasp the

fence-wire. Beyond the coiled portion 6 of

45

the barb the end portions of the wire forming
the same are bent or twisted around the off.
sets 1n the fence-wire, as is shown at 7, and
then made to project as prongs,in the manner
already explained. | |
It will be manifest that barbs applied to
fence-wires in accordance with my invention

[ are prevented from turning or

movable on the fence-wire

rotating by
the closely coiled body or main portion, and
that the end portions, twisted around the off-
sets in the main wire, will effectually guard ss
agalnst the longitudinal movement or end-
wise displacement of the barbs. In fact, it
may be said that I combine simplicity and
cheapness of construction with great strength
and rigidity, the barbs being virtually im- 6o
after they have
been applied thereto in the manner conten-
plated in the above description.

L have shown and described the fence-strand |
as composed of a single wire, 1, but I do not 65
confine myself to one wire. o

I am aware of the existence of g barbed
fence-wire consisting of a wire strand having
short kinks or curved bends, in each of which

| bends is disposed a barb having two coils, 7o

one of which encireles the fence-wire at each

“extremity of the bend therein, and which are

connected together by the middle portion of
the barb, lying in the hollow of said bend,
the points of the barb projecting from near 75
the extremities of the bend. I make no claim
bo such formation, and confine myself to the
construction herein set forth, whereby I ob-
tain greater strength and avoid the POSsSi-
bility of the barbs becoming loose on the
fence-wire should cattle run agalnstthe same,
1t being obvious that in such a contingency
the barbs in my case will simply he bent with-
out becoming loose on the fence-wire. =
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— |

LThe combination of the fence-wire provided
with short bends or offsets 2, and with a
straight connecting portion, 3, between said
offsets, with a barb formed of a piece of wire
having its end portions, 4, bent at right an-
gles to the fence-wire and twisted around the
oifsets and having its middle portion formed
into closely-lying coils that are wound tightly
on the. straight connecting portion between
the offsets, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.,
- FRANKLIN D. FORD.
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Witnesses:
GEO. W. LANPHEAR,
EDWARD H. Briaas.,
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