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view of the table folded up; Ifigs. 4, 5, and 6,

‘easy carrying; to make the same vertically
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o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, THomas H. D1 MorrE,
ol Kureka, in the county of Woodford, in the
State of Illinois, have invented an Improved
Cooling and Embalming Table; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a’ part
of this specification, in which like letters of
reference refer to iike parts, and in which—

Figurelrepresentsa perspective view there-
of; Fig. 2, a longitudinal section; Fig. 3, side

dletail views. | -

- This invention is in the line of cooling and
embalming tables upon which corpses are pre- |
pared for burial; and theimprovements which |
I seek to effect are, first, to adapt such a table
to be folded into the most compact form for

and angularly adjustable; and, lastly, to the
construction of a head and neck rest capable
of being suitably regulated. ' | o
My means for accomplishing the first of |
these desired results consist of two frames |
hiinged together and provided with legs piv-
otally secured thereto, and adapted to be fast-
ened at any desired point-of angular adjust-

ment, which also effects the second feature of

construction., - | .

In-the drawings, A A’ represent the two
frames pivoted or hinged together at P. Tach
of these sections A A’ consists of side bars, «,
end bars, ¢, and cross-bars «'.

Atthe head of the frame-section A is a broad
board, B, having a slot, 0, therein, for the
purpose hereinafter described. '

As a top for my table I employ a stout ean-
vas or similar thin pourous sheet, the edges of
which are tacked to the upper sides of the
bars a¢ «* and to the board B. |

To permit the frames A A’ to be folded
about the hinges P, which are at the lower
corners of the bars ¢ «/, it is necessary to have
a loose flap or fold, ¢/, in the canvas ¢ over the
joint of the two frames A A’, asshown in Figs.
1 and 2. This flap ¢’ is just long enough to
reach about the cross-bars ¢’ when the frames
A A’ are folded together, as in Fig. 3.

The advantages which I derive from the use

of this eanvas top ¢ for the table are lightness,

ease,and thoroughnessof fumigation, inexpen-

siveness of removal and substitution therefor

of a new sheet, and the non-hinderance which
such a thin material gives to the suitable cool-
ing of the contiguous portions of the superim-
posed body. '

- To the side bars, ¢, by means of bolts and
set-nuts O O, are pivoted the upper ends of the
legs I, each pair of which is suitably coupled
together by a ecross-bar, 7. Radially-corrun-
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gated disks M N, inserted between each leg

I, and the adjacent part of its bar @, enable
the grip of the set-nut O to bind the said legs
rigidly in any desired angular position. To
prevent said disks N from turning on the seats
thercfor in the side bars, «, each of said disks
1s provided with earsz, adapted to project ra-
dially into the material, surrounding the same,
of the bar . The other disk, M, is provided
with ears m, projecting at right angles to its
face, and adapted to enter notches m’ in the
sides of the leg L thereat. (See Fig.4.) By
this device said disk is rigidly held with the
leg and the latter prevented from splitting.
1t 1s desirable usually to have the cooling-
table somewhat lower at its foot than at the

‘head thereof. T therefore make the legs I at

the foot shorter than the others, as in Kig. 1.

When it is wished to lower one or both
ends of the-table considerably, I prefer not to
trust the pivots O, but have the end bars, 2,
rest directly upon the side of the legs I, as 1n
Ifig. 2. S

My device for rendering the head-rest I
adjustable vertically consists of the post 18,
supporting said rest, the block D, in anopen-

S0

1ng through which said post is movable, a

notched bar, F, repressible within a longi-
tudinal groove, I, in said post, and a plate.
J, on said block, the edge of which is adapted
to- engage with the teeth of said notched bar
and hold the post E, and thereby the head-
rest, at any desired point of vertical adjust-
ment. The edges d’ of the block D are rab-

beted, and correspondingly-rabbeted strips d
are fastened to the under side of the board B.
The post B projecting through the slot b, and
the block D being adapted to slide in the
strips d parallel to said slot, the head-rest H
18 thus made capable of adjustment in the di-
rection of the length of the table. This ad-
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justment 1S rendered necessary or desirable

when the corpse placed upon the table is short-

er or longer than the usual size.

The Vertlcal adjustment of the head-rest

adapts the same to deceased persons of greater

or less erectness of posture. The head-rest
itself consists of the circular metallie loop H’,
into which the back of the head is intr Oduced
and of the separated extremities 2 of said 1001),
by which the neck and upper portion of the

shoulders are supported.
- The rods R, by which a sheet can be held

~over the corpse, are pivoted to the outer sides

of the bars ¢ by means of bolts and set-nuts 7.
This permits said rods to be made vertical,

~whatever the slope of the table, and also en-
~ables them to be turned down entirely beside
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the bars a, asshown in FFig. 3.

By meansof hooks and eyes K K'thesections
A A’ when flexed are held together, and the
whole easily transported.
on each section, permit the folded table to be
carried in one hand. I also provide pins T,
kept from loss by cords S, adapted to be in-
serted in holes T, made in the side bars «.

The object of these pins 1s to retain in place

the arins of the corpse.

When making the table ready for transpor-
ftation, the rods R are turned down beside

the bars a, the legs I are turned up between

‘said bars, and the two frames A A’ folded to-

gether, first, however, removing the pins T
and head-rest H, and inclosing them within
the space included by the frames and canvas
. Saidspacealsoservesasareceptacleforthe
sheet and other articles the nndertﬂ{er may
desire to carry.

What I claim as my 11]'»’811131011 and for

~ which I desire Letters Patent, is as follow S,
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to wit:

1. The frames: A A’, secured together by
means of hinges I?, and canvas e, stretched
laterally over said frames tightly, but having
the flap ¢ over the joint between said frames
for the purpose set forth, in combination with

the legs L, pivoted to the side bars of sald

frame% substantially as and for the 13111‘]9'03e
_ sPemﬁed

- EO

2. The frames A A/, secured together by
means of hinges P, and canvas c, stretched

]

IImdleS J, one |

310,884

latelally over said frames tightly, but having
the flap ¢/, in combination with the legs L

- the radmlly -corrugated disks M, hswmg ears

i, and the radially-corrugated disks N , hav-
ing ears n, the bolts O and set-nuts O, where-
by said legs are pivoted to said frames and
fastened firmly at any desired points of angu-
lar adjustment, as set forth.
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3. The pivotally-united frames A A’, can-

vas ¢, having flap ¢, and the board B, in
combination with the legs L, and the head-

‘rest H, adapted to be verfically and longi-

tudinally movable upon said board, substan-

tially as and for the purpose specified.
- 4. The pivotally-united frames A A’, can-

vas ¢, having flap ¢/, and the legs 1, pivotally
secured to Smd frames, 1n combmatlon with
the rods R, pivoted to S'ud frames by means

of the bolts and nuts r, substantially as and

for the purpose descnbed

. The pivotally- umted frames A A" can-

Vas ¢, having flaps ¢, and the slotted board

B, in’ combination with the legs 1., pivotal

bolts ‘O, head-rest H, having supporting-post

B, adapted to be raised and lowered and lon-

gitudinally moved in said slot of the board

BB, the rods R, and bolts and set-nuts », as and -

for the purpose set forth.

6. The head and neck rest H, and post E,'.
supporting the same, in combination with the

block D, in an- opening through which said
post is vertically adjustable, and the slotted

‘board B, beneath which said block is mova-

ble, as and for the purpose described.
In combination with the board B of a
coolmg -table, the slot b in said board, ways

- d, bloek D, movable in sald ways, post E,
_pxcgectnw thmuo*h said slot and wvertically

movable 1n said block the plate f, notched
bar I, repressible within a longitudinal groove
n S?le post, and the head-rest H, secured at
the upper extr emlty of said post, for the pur-
pose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1in-
vention I have hereunto set my hand this 2d

_day of July, A. D. 1884.

THOMAS H. DE MOTTE.
W itnesses:
VW. H. FISHER,
A. V. S. BAIRD.
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