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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, ANDREW J. GouLp, of
(Quiney, in the connty of Plumas and State of

Jalifornia, have invented an Improved Mail-
Bag;
Ing is a full and exact description thereof,
reterence being had to the accompanying
drawings, making part of this specification—
~Higure 1 being a view in perspective of a
mail-bag provided with my improvement, the
mouth of the bag being shown as open and
the fastening-pin withdrawn; TFig. 2, a front
view of the same, the mouth being shown
closed and locked; Fig. 3, a cross vertical sec-
tion of the mouth of the bag when closed, the
view being on & larger scale than in the other
figures; Iig. 4, a side view of the fastening-
pin. | |

Like letters designate corresponding parts
in all of the figures.

The main feature of my invention consists
1n a construetion substantially as hereinafter
set forth, whereby the fastening staples or eyes
on one side of the mouth of the bag are com-
pletely or substantially embedded or inclosed
inand shielded by the other side of the mounth,
especlally constructed for the purpose, when

‘the two sides or jaws are fastened or locked |

together. I also adapt to the said construc-
tion for protecting the fastening-staples from

Injury a fastening-pin,which is constructed to
tightly and closely draw the staplesinto their

-

places in the other jaw, and to hold them ge- |

curely there against all violence or tendency
to withdraw them, the said fastening-pin be-
1ng also protected from bending orinjury. By
these improvements the mail-bag is made per-
fectly secure in its fastening, the fastening
parts are entirely protected against injury
from any violence to which mail-bags are or
cver should be subjected, and the bags are
opened or closed
veniently.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the main or carrying side or jaw of the
mouth of the mail-bag, and Bthe opposite or
movable side or jaw of the bae. The main

~s1de or jaw A is enlarged into a roll or thiclk-

ened lip, «, of sufficient diameter or thickness

50 to receive the staples b b of the movable side

or jaw B, and cntirely surround and j nelose,

and I do hereby declare that the follow--

quickly, easily, and con-

|

i

jaws are closed.

cxeept atb their shanks, where they enter or
are attached to the movable jaw. The sta-
ples b b may be constructed as usual, or as
shown in the drawings, being strongly riveted
through plates ¢ d, riveted or bolted to the
two sides of the movable jaw at its upper

edge. The staples b b are situated vertically

cdgewise, and when the mouth of the bag is

shut they respectively are made to enter nar-

row cross mortises or openings f f, just large

60

enough to receive them, in the roll or lip @ of

the other jaw, A, as shown most clearly in Fig. -

3, which represents a cross-section of the two

Jaws fastened together, the view being close
beside one of thestaples in one of the mortises

or openings. This enlargement of the side or

Jaw A may be with any sunitable material

which will be somewhat flexible and yielding,
S0 as to render the jaw not too rigid and not

too hard and heavy, and yet possess sufficient

firmness to resist violence and protect the
staples and fastening-pin therein when the
1 prefer sole - leather or
harness-leather for the purpose, and I prefer-
ably make it, as shown in Fig. 3, by employ-
ing a cylinder, g, of thick sole-leather sur-

‘rounding a central cylindrical aperture run-

ning lengthwise through it of sufticient diam-
eter, say half an inch, to admit the fastening-
pin O therein, and then surrounding this cyl-
inder by another thickness, 7, of leather, the
edges of which are riveted or sewed to the up-
per edge, ¢, of the side A of the bhac.

tween the sides or jaws A B at the upper

| edges, to enable the mouth to be opened as

widely as desired. These gussets shut in be-
tween the jaws of the bag when the mouth is
closed, as indicated in Figs. 2 and 3. The
fastening-pin C is a straight round rod of
metal, having its entering end I somewhat ta-
pering or conical, as shown in Fig. 4, which
adapts it to enter the staples b b, one after an-
other, even when they are not fully entered
into their mortises or openings, and the sta-
ples are of such length in relation to the thick-
ness of the roll ¢ of the jaw A that when the
fastening-pin has entered them it draws and
holds them tightly in place, and brings the
movable jaw into close contact with the main
jaw of the bag. Thus the whole fastening is

Suit-
able gussets, k &, are or may be employed be- |
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completely protected against violence and 1s | ing - pin is then readily 1nselted endwise

- very strong and secure. through the said roll, ready to be fastened by
- On the outer end of the féLStEDlDO‘ .pin -C is | the hasp and secured by the padlock.
a suitable head or plate, m, by whlch the pin I claim as my invention— -
5 is locked 1in the jaw A by means of an or-| 1. A mail-bag having a thickened side or 25

dinary hasp, n, on the side of the bag, and | jaw, A, provided with mortises or openings f
passed around the lower projecting end of the | f in its side surface, adapted to receive and
"head or plate, and a padlock, D, passed | inclose the staples 'D b of the other jaw, B,
through an eye, o, of the said head or plate | whereby the said staples are completely pro-

10 below the hasp: or any other suitable means | tected against violence and injury, substan- 30

may be employed for fastening and locking the | tially as herein speclﬁed
‘pinin place. , 2. The combination of the Jaw A having

With the construction set forth, in openmg the enlarged roll ¢, the staples b b on the other
the bag when the iock and hqsp have been | jaw, B, and the fastening-pin C, tapering at
r5 separated from the pin, the latter is ready to | its entelmg end I, subsbantlally as and for 35

simply and quickly withdraw from the jaw, | the purpose herein specified.

and the two jaws arefree to be opened. Then: ANDREW J. GOULD.
g to fasten the bag the jaws are simply shut to- YVitnesses: | | |
gether, the staples readily entering their re- J. S. BROWN,

20 spective mortises in theroll ¢, and the fasten-1 A, 5. BROWN.
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