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" Brooklyn, county of Kings, State of New |
York, have invented an Impr vement in Let-.
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To all wihony Tt muay concern :
Be 1t known that I, Lawson P. KXEECH, of

ter and Bill File Books, of which the {ollow-
ing is a specification.

Thls invention embodies Suudr fe:}xtm*es'
shown in previous patents to me, dmted Sep-
tember 2, 1873, and November 17, 1874, and
it is illustrated in the ’lccompfmymn draw-
ings, to which reference is made.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective
view of the ﬁle~b001§. Complete. Fig. 2 1s an

~end view of the beveled clamping-bars with
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“the back. of the

papers between them, and IFFig. 3 is a view of
ile-book w1th the metallic
hinge-arm connections of the bars. Tig, 4 is-
a view of the filing 11111)16111611!3 hereunfter de-
scribed. -

To the rear edge of each of the covers C is
connected, by a ﬂemble joint, ¢, a cast-metal
bar, A, the inner side of which 1s beveled, as
shown, so as to produce a clamping-edge, «.

On the outer edges of the bars A. are cast

or otherwise secured Iugs b-0', in which are
pivoted one end of steel hmne arms B B,
the outer ends of whmh are plvo‘red toget hﬁl
ab b

It will be observed ﬂl’lt the lugs O and
are placed at different distances from the ends

of the bars, and that the arms B B are of cor--

respondingly differentlengths. This arrange-
ment enables the lugs to pass one another
when the bars approach each other, so that

the clamping-edges ¢ thereof may be brought
closely together -’md secure evenasingle sheet
of paper. |
Near the ends of the bars A are formed

notches d, which receive elastic rings D, act-
ing to press the bars together, and allowing
them to be readily forced apart for the inser-

tion of additional sheets.

By combining the steel hinge-arms with the
cast - metal beveled bars in the manner de-

scribed I attain the desired effect of holding
the latter in rigid position, parallel from side
to side, so that their angles meet when they

come together, and as they are separated to

receive the sheets filed and drawn toward

rings they impinge, nipper-like, upon the
sheets or volume, about half an inch from the

| back edge, in exactly opposite points on each

side, whel eby the papers are allowed to swell
or e*{pfmd from the impinging point toward
the back edge in a dovetail form, and the vol-

‘ume is thus held firmly for-use in book form.

As.the bars clamp closely together, the vol-
ume may be commenced with & single sheet
without an index, if desired, as by simply
slipping off the elastics from the top bar and

allowing them to remain around the bottom

| each other agaln by the strain of the elastlc 50
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bar the top bar, with cover, is casily raised

sufficiently, the Sheets to be filed are laid in
against the hinged arms, and then the clas-

tics are Ieplaeed

When index &.epuatmo sheets are used
and letters or sheets are required to be-in-

serted between them without removing the:

elastic bands, I employ the filer shown in

Fig. 4, which consists of a strip of sheet metal

mlded and having turned in one of its edges
a stiff wire, one end of which is exteuded as
a handle. The edee of the sheet to be in-

the filer, and after projecting the handie
through the elastic band at the bottom of the
book the filer is pressed down between the
leaves until it strikes the -hinge-arms, where-
upon the sheet is held in place by one hand,
while the filer is by the other withdrawn end-
wise through the band.

T do not claim herein this filing implement,
as it is made the subject of another applica-
tion for patent filed by me April 10, 1884,

Serial No. 127,385.
The covers ¢ being flexibly connected to

the clamping-bars, they may be thrown open

readily for the 1nspeot10n of the contents ot

the book.
YWhenthe holder becomes sufﬁelentlv ﬁlled

the contents may be withdrawn bodily and

placed in a box for preservation, and ‘the

holder used again and repeatedly; or the hold-

', with contentb may be adopted as a per-

mfment book for preserthwn and reference,
in which ecase the elastics may be removed
and cord substituted and tied. -

_serted in the book i3 slipped into the fold of 75
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I claim— | | and prm*ulud w1th lu os b 0, the hinge-arms:

1. The filé- book constructed substantn]ly B B, pivoted too*ether and to the ]ubs, and 1o
as described, having its beveled clamping- i the elastic rings D fitting on the ends of the
bars A connected together at their back edges | bars, all Snbst'mtmlly as described.

5 by jointed hinge-arms and at their ends hy_ - | LAKV%ON . XEECH.
ehstw rings D, as set forth. - Witnesses:
The ﬁle book consisting of the beveled | V. C. Keeow,

elampmﬂ -bars A «, jointed to the covers (., B. I'. MORSEGLL.
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