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at its upper end is adapted to buckle to the

the tug-loop.
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To aff whom it may concern.:

B&it known that I, CLanTON B. HERRICK, of
the city of Troy, county of Rensselaer, State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Wagon Thill-Tugs, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to thill-tugs—a class of
devices that are attached to harness to receive

A il

Iinvention consists, as will be more fully de-
tailed hereinafter in connection with 1ts 1llus-
tration, in the combination of a buckle that

harness, said buckle having aneyeat its lower
end and provided with a cross-bar between
the eye and buckle proper for the hinging at-
tachment of the tug-loop, and a tug-loop that
at one end is provided with a hook,with said
hook adapted tohook into theeyeon the down-
wardly-extended end of the buckle, the ob-

up of the device as regards durability, and the
improved construction and arrangements of
its parts by which the thill or shatt of the ve-
hicle may be passed into the tug-loop througn
the side of the latter and without the neces-
sity of passing the tug-loop on over the end of |
the thill or shaft of the vehicle.

A ccompanying this specification, to form a
part of it,there is a plate of drawings contain-
ing three figures illustrating my invention,
with the same designation of its parts by let-
ter reference used in all of them.

Of these illustrations,Figure 1 shows a per-
spective of my improved thill-tug with the
loop of the tug hooked into the eye on the
buckle-extension. Fig. 2 is a perspective of
the same device with the thﬂl tug open and
unhooked for the side passage of the thill or
shaft, and Fig. 3 shows alongitudinal vertical
Section taken centra]ly through the device on
the line x x of Fig. 1. |

The several parts of the device are desig-
nated by letter reference, and the function of
the parts is described as tollows:

The letter L indicates the loop of the tug,
that is interiorly made from a strip of elastic
sheet metal, M, and which 1s plovlded with a
leather covermg, C.

The letter H designates a hook made on one
end of the metal stup forming the interior of
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The letter B deswnates a buckle havmg Q-
downwardiy-e extended end, b, which 18 pro-
vided with an eye, E, and a CTOSS- -bar, R, the 355
latter being shown as arranged in the buekle- |
extension between the buckle proper and said
eye . The leather covering C, which sur--
rounds the upper end of the metal loop L
passes around this cross-bar R, to connect the
buckle and its extension w1th the tug-loop,
and the letters V/ V? indicate rivets that con-
nect the said strip M and its covering C.
Where the hook H is formed on the end of the
metal loop-strip M, the leather covering of the
latter 18 omitted.

The letter D mdleates a ring on ’nhe bottom
of the loop, for the girth- Stra,p

While I have shown the connection made
with the bar R of the buckle and the tug-loop %o
as produced by the leather covering of the
metal strip M, if desired, the latter may be
bent so as to hmﬂe around said bar, and with
the leather covering carried above and over
said hinging connection made in the metal
strip; or the leather covering may be omitted
above the rivet V? when the metal strip is
hinged into said bar R.

When it is desired to attach the tugs to the
thills or shafts, theloop is unhooked with the 80
parts appearing as shown at Tig. 2, the thill
or shaft being passed in at the open side of
the loop. When the shaft is within the loop,
the hook I is hooked into the eye E with the
parts in the position as shown at Fig. 1. A 85
thill-tug being thus made 18 durable in con-
struction, and it allows the connection with
the thills or shafts of the vehicle to be made
without backing up and then drawing forward
the latter to enter the thills or shafts within go
the thill-tugs, which isa very difficult opera-
tion where the animal being harnessed 1is
restive, and it also avoids the contingency of
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 the breala:ing of the thills from their being

stepped on by the animal when being har- g5
nessed.

Having-thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1, Inathill- -tug,the combination of a buckle 100
made with a downwardly-extended eye, and a
cross-bar between the latter and the buckle
proper, and a tug-loop of elastic sheet metal
having a leather covering whlch 18 attfwhed
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eye I and cross-bar R, the said parts being

at one end to the buckle cross-bar, and at its |
other end made with a hook eonstl ucted-to
hook into the eye of the downwardly-extend-
ed end of the buckle, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

2. Inathill-tug, the combination of the loop
I, made with the interior elastic sheet-metal
qtup M, the exterior leather covering,C, and
the hook H, and the buckle B, made with the

constructed and arranged to connect and op- |

309,853

erate substantially in the manner as and for
the purposes set forth.
Signed at T'roy, New York, this 26th day of

| Septembe,l 1884, and in the. presence of the 13

two Wltuesses nlmse names are hereto Writ-
ten.

' GLINTON B. HERRICK.

Witnesses: -
STANLEY M. IIOLD]J\T
CHARLES S. BRIN DMT L.
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