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1o all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Fraxk SLATER, of

Guthrie Centre, Guthrie county, in the State

ID

of Iowa, have invénted a Fence-Wire Streteh-
er, of which the following is a specification.

My object is to facilitate the stretching
of fence-wires, as required, to prevent them
from sageing between posts, and also to facili-
tate splicing broken wires between posts as
required in repairinge wire fences.

My invention consists in the construction
and combination of a straight bar having a
hook at one'end, sharp point at its opposite
end, and an adjustable eccentric at each end,
a sliding loop having a hand-lever hinged
thereto, a combined sliding block, and loop
carrying an adjustable eccentrie, and a-chain,
as hereinafter fully set forth, in such a man-
ner that the straight bar having a hook at-one
end can be readily fastened to a fixed post by
means ot the chain to draw a wire toward the
post with the hand-lever, or the pointed end
may simply be placed against a fixed pPOsSt,

and the hand-lever may be operated- to draw

a wire toward the
Lar. .
Figure 1 of my accompanying drawings is

post without fastening the

- a perspective view showing my device fast-
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cned to a post by means of the chain attached
tothe hook on its end. Fig. 2 is a perspec:
tive view showing the same deviece with its
pointed end placed against a post, and held
there by the operator as required in streteh-
Ing a wire toward the post.

logether these figures clearly illustrate the
construction, application, and practical op-
cration of my.complete invention.

A 1s a straight bar, that may be made of
wood or iron, and vary in size, as desired. It
has a hook, B, formed or fixed on one end, and

a metal point, C, formed or fixed on its oppo-

site end., | .

Nos. 1 and 2 are adjustable eccentrics at-
tached to the opposite ends and oppositesides
of the bar A by means of bearers d, as shown
In Fig. 1, or in any suitable way.

¢ 18 a metal loop that slides upon the bar A.
J 18 a lever of the second order, hinged to

| the Ioop e.
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7 18 a sliding loop and block upon the same
bar, and flexibly connected with the lever by
means of a bar, h, in such a manner that when

T
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the free end of the lever Ni is pulled away from

the loop and block ¢ it will clamp the loop e

fast to the bar and draw the loop and bloek ¢
toward the clamping-loop. The block ¢ has a
shoulder, 4, at its top, and an eccentrie, No.
3, pivoted thereto in such a manner that a
wire can be readily clamped fast to the slid-
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ing block and drawn therewith by means of 60

the hand-lever 7.
In place of forming the loop integral with

the block g, it may be formed separately and

hinged to the block. |
J 1s a chain attached to the hook B and the

end of the bar A in such a2 manner that it can

be readily passed around a post to fasten my

complete device to posts successively, as re-

quired in stretehing fence-wires along a line
of posts before fastening them thereto by
means of fence-staples, for the purpose of pro-
ducing.a wire fence.

To streteh a wire with my device when it is

fastened to a post by means of the chain J, I
simply place the wire under the eccentric No.
5 and upon the shoulder of the sliding block
g, hold-the bar A in a horizontal position, and
pull or press the free end of the hand-lever
toward the post, to draw the wire in the same
direction, and to retain it stretched until it is
fastened to the line of posts along which it is
extended and stretched. To take a second
hold, to streteh it harder without relaxing its
tension, I bend the streteched wire under the

~eccentric No. 2, as indicated by dotted lines

in Fig. 1, to be thereby held stationary,while
I detach the wire from the eccentric No. 3, T'e-

verse the position of the lever f, and thereby

slide the eccentric No. 3 and its bearing ¢ to-
ward the eccentric No. 2, and then take a sec-
ond hold on the wire with the ececentric No. 3.
By then freeing the wire from the eccentric
No. 2, and pressing the free end of the lever

| S toward the post to which my device is

chained, I increase the tension of the wire.
1o operate my deviee without chalning it

fast to a post, I simply hold the pointed end:

of the bar A against a post, as shown in Fig.
2, and then operate the hand-lever and eceen-

trics in the same manner as above described,

to stretch and hold a wirealong a line of posts,
while an assistant fastens it to the posts by
means of fence-staples in a common way.

Lo splice a broken wire between two posts,
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I fasten one end to the bar A by means of the | the bar A, having a hook at one end and a

eccentric No. 1, and then fasten the other end
to the eccentric No. 3, and draw it toward the
other end by means of the hand-lever.

5 It is obvious that the operator can stand
aside of the wire that is to be stretched, and
that he can readily place the completestretch-
er in the various positions described to oper-
ate it equally well in the different positions,

to for the purposes specified. | |
- I eclaim as my invention— |
- The improved wire-stretcher, composed of

sharp point at the other, and eccentrics Nos.
1 and 2 at its opposite endsand oppositesides, 15
a sliding loop, ¢, hinged lever f, a sliding loop,
and block g, carrying an eccentric No. 3, and
flexibly connected with the lever f,and a chain,
J, in the manner set forth, to operate as and
for the purposes stated. - -
| FRANK SLATHR.

Witnesses:. | - -
CARL SCHULTZ,
E. W. WEEKS.
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