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To all whom it may concerr :

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN I. ROBERTS,
2 citizen of the United States, residing at
Omaha, in the county of Douglas and State
of Nebraska, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Adjustable and Port-
able Shelving, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings.

Myinvention relates to shelves and shelving
for stores, libraries, and thelike; and the nov-
clty consists in the construction, arrangement,
and adaptation of parts, as will be more fully
hereinafter set forth, and specifically pointed
outb in the claims. | |

The invention is designed as an improve-
ment upon the device set forth in the patent
eranted to me Dday 15, 1883, and numbered
277,510. Inthatpatent thestandards, shelves,
&c., were adjustable vertically at will by
means of a threaded rod, which was station-
ary, and operated through a threaded aper-
This I find
to be an efficient construction for some pur-
poses, but too expensive for small stores or
rooms. In that patent also the upper cornice
was fixed to the top of the standards, which
did not give sufficient adjustability to accom-
modate different-sized rooms. In my present
invention not only are the standards made

fixtares, but the cornice is adjustable in the
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same manner as the shelves. The closets be-
low, as well as all the other parts, are readily
appliedd and as readily taken apart for re-
moval. The entire system of shelves may be
put up in a room without in any manner af-
fecting the walls or defacing them, the entirve
device being secured only to the floor near
the wall. |

The invention is fully illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part of
this specification, and in which— =~
Figure 11s a side elevation. Tig. 2, a detail
view of oneof the standards. Tig. 3isa modi-
fication. I'ig. 4isa perspective detail of one

~of the brackets; Fig. b, a modification show-

50 and 8 are front and side elevations, respect- | room is not defaced or injured, and the brace 1co

ing the shelves and cornice adjustable, and |

Kig. 6 a detail view of a modified bracket
adapted to serve as shown in Fig. 5. Tigs. 7

1vely, of an adjustable center-shelf support
adapted for use in connection with my im-
provements. .

eferring to the drawings, in which similar
letters of reference indicate like parts in all
the figures, A designates the wall, and B the
floor, of & room. |

C designates the front section of a closet-
frame having toe-pieces ¢, by which it is see-
cared to the floor by bolts ¢, and having re-
movable drawers ¢/. Removably secured to
this frame C is a base-plate, D, and this plate
18 secured to the floor by rods D’ and screw-

bolts d, the said rods binding the parts C and
D firmly against the wall A. |

1 designates the standards, which have
right-angled foot-pieces, I, which have abear-
ing upon the plate D and one or more racks e.
As shown in ¥ig. 1, each standard is adapted
to stand close against the wall, the foot-piece
holding it parallel therewith, while a brace,
(, extending from the outer end of the foot-
piece to the top or near the top of each stand-
ard, prevents its springing outward from the
welght of the shelves. ITach standard has two
shoulders, ¢’ ¢/, which are engaged by the jaws
J' of the brackets I, while the lugs #? of said
brackets engage the rack e. Iach bracket has
a lug, f, as in the former patent referred to,
to prevent the shelves X from sagging, and
the cornice H is supported by a bracket, so as
to be adjusted in the same manner as the
shelves. This is important,as it is only nec-

essary to runthecorniceup and pubtin another

shelf or set of shelves in order to accommo-
date an increase of stock, and the cornice may
be raised or lowered to make a comely ap-
pearance. This renders also the device very
applicable to all sizes of room, the only thing
necessary to provide for being the vertieal
length of the standards. - -

~In Ifigs. 5 and 6 the standards have double
racks, and are adapted to be secured to the
plates by foot-pieces extending in both direc-
tions. The brackets shown in Fig. 6 are also
adapted to that arrangement. In this. con-
struction the cornice is adjustable and the
standards stationary. This construetion I find
to be cheap and efficient. The wall of the
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G+ serves with the standard having the solid | racks e, and shoulders ¢ cast in one piece, the

foot-piece to great advantage.

H designates a shelf-support adapted to be
placed on the base-shelf and between two of
the standards, as shown in If1g. 1. *

The base H’ is hollow and is pr 0V1ded at 168
top with a link, A, upon which the teeth ¢ of
~an adjustable St-andard, I, are adapted to take.
The standard is provided with a cap, I', upon
whichrests and is supported thereby the lower
shelf of the series. _

In lieu of the link a spring of wire may be
secured to the top of the base H',t0 enablethe
standard to be easily and readily adjusted to
the required height.

Modifications in details of construction mfw

be made without departing from the principle |

or sacrificing the advantages of my invention.
Having thus fully described the invention,
what I claim as new is— '
- 1. The frame C and base D, removably se-
cured together, in combination with the rod
L', toe-pieces ¢, and securing means ¢ and d,
as and for the purposes set forth.
2. The standards E, having foot-pleces IZ,

braces G‘r and brackets If', as and f01 the pur-
poses set forth.

3. The combination,w ith the portable base
C D and ifs securing means ¢ d, of the stand- 3o
ards I, having foot - -pieces I, racks e, and
Shouldelse the braces G, thebmeketsl‘ hav-
ing ennanmﬂ* parts f' /% and the deJustable
Shelves and cornice, as set forth.

4, In combination with the lower shelf.of a .35
series of shelves, an adjustable sheli-support
constructed substantially as herein shown and
described. |

5. An adjustable shelf-support having a
hollow base provided at its top with a cross- 4o
piece, in combination with an adjustable rack-
standard having a cap, the teeth of said rack
adapted to take upon the cross-piece at the

“top of the base, as herein shown and described.

In testimony whereof Laffix my signaturein 45

presence of two witnesses.

| BENJAMIN F. ROBERTS.
Witnesses:

Gro. W. AMES,

J. I BONFWIT/
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