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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Aronzo C. NIATHER of

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements. in Shoe-Lacing, of which the
iollawmg, in cornection with mocompmymﬂ
drawings, is a specification.

In. the drawmgs, Figure 11is a pempectwe

-representation of a-shoe provided with lacing
10

embodying my invention. Fig. 2is a detail
showing the 111&111161‘ of constluetmﬂ' the lac-
Iig. 3 is a. cross- sectlon of
same. Tig. 4 1is a Slde view showing the Shoe
when laced |
Like letters of reference indicate like pfuts
The shoe mhovn 18 intended to represent a

to one of the edxms of the said slit, the other
edge of the saic. tongue being left free or
loose, as is cleal}sr 1ndlcated 151} ]jw 1.

A A are loops each consisting of a- plece of
leather folded upon itself and stitched. along
1ts central pmtlun to tl:.e under side of the
flap B. |

C C are the ordinary eyelets, usually ar-
ranged near the edges of the lacing-slit.

D is a button apphed to the Shoe near the
upper corner of that side of the lacing-slit to
which the tongue B is laced.

Ii 1s the 1.-3,(,111g cord, and F is a compara-
tively short strap applied to the end of the
sald cord and having in it a series of button-
as shown.,

To lace the shoe I fasten one end of the lac-

ing-cord near the button D, pass it thence

through the inner opening of the upper loop,
A thence through the eyelet near the lower
e:nd of the said 1001) from the outside of the
shoe inward, thence through the next eyelet

on the same Slde of the Shoe thence through

the inner opening in the next lower loop A,
and so on until the lower eyelet upon the op-
posite side of the lacing-slit is reached, the
cord being passed thlough that eyelet, then
upwardly through the outer opening of the

the |

» which has a lacing-slit, and
Bisaflap or tomue laced near one of its edoes

| inward through an eyelet and upward and

outward through the next succeeding eyelet
upon that side of the lacing-slit, then across
the latter and upward through the outer open-
ing 1n the next upper loop, A, and so on until
the lacing-cord passes through the upper eye-
let opposite the button D,all of which isclearly
indicated in Fig. 1.

It will be percewed from the forewomg de-

seription, and from reference to the drawings,

that by drawing up or tightening the cord E
the shoe will be tightly and ﬁlmly laced with
tacility. After tightening the cord in this
manner as much as need be, I wind 1t around

the ankle in the direction of the button D,

and button the strap F to the head of the said
button, as is indicated in Fig. 4.

It Wlll also be perceived that the cord need
not be withdrawn from the loops or eyes in
unlacing or loosening the shoe.
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I am aware that Shoes have heletofore been |

provided with lacing flaps or tongues having
two rows of eyelets therein, and a. row of eye-
lets upon each side of the laemg -slit, and that
separate lacing-cords have passed from one set
of eyelets to the other and tied in separate
knots, and I do not intend, therefore, to claim
the same; but,

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

A shoe provided with a ﬂap Or tonﬂ*ue hav-
ing loops on its under side along each 10ng1
tudlna,l edge thereof, the instep having eyes

or eyelets mlonﬁ* both sicdes of its opening or

lacing-slit :;md a single lacing-cord applied
thr Ouoh the said loops and alternately through

two of said eyes or eyelets, substantially as
Specified, and for the purposes set forth. |
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Hmfmﬂ' thus de&eubed my mveutlon what I
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Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my .

own, L have hereunto affixed my Slﬂll‘“btﬂle 11
the 1}1 esence of two witnesses.

ALONZO C. MATHER.

Witnesses:
HENRY H. POOLE,
E11AS R. BOWDN
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