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1o all whom it may concermn :
Be 1t known that I, CHRISTOPHER C. SHEL-
BY, of the city, county and State of New York,
| h::we invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Clasps; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, ¢clear, and exact de-
scription of the same, reference being had to

4 I

the accompanying drawings, forming a part

- of this specification, and to the figures and let-
10 ters of reference marked thercon.

My invention relates to that class of clasps

which are composed of two parts pivoted or
otherwise connected to each other, and hav-

ing their jaws or gripping portions held to-

15 gether by spring-pressure or other suitable
means; and 1t consists 1 anovel construction
of the jaws or gripping parts, whereby the
clasp is rendered less liable to tear or injure
the fabric to which it is engaged, all as will

20 be hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

represents a side elevation of a clasp con-

structed inaccordance with my invention. Fig.

- 2 is a perspective view of the same. Figs. 3,

25 4, 5, and 6 are views showing the application

of the invention to different forms of clasps,

and Iigs. 7, 8§, and 9 are views of old forms of
clasps.

Clasps made with smooth fruppm jaws or

30 edges abutting directly against each other, as
shown in Fig. 7, are objectionable for the 1*6&-

son that a quick pullupon them will cause a
fabric held by thelr jaws to become disen-
gaged, owing to the fact that the grip of the

35 Jaws I8 not pDSlthG enough, and while the use
of toothed or serrated jaws, such as shown in

- Fig. §, 18 a marked improvement, so far as in-
creasing the positiveness of the grip. is con-
cerned, it 1S very objectionable by reason of

40 the llabllltV of the points or teeth striking
through or into the fabric held and tearing the
latter when subjected to a sharp jerk. Iven
when serrated jaws are used it is not always

" possible to prevent the detachment of the fab-
45 ric under a violent pull, and to increase the
 effectiveness of such jaws I invented and pat-

|

—

ented an improvement which consisted in in-
clining backwardly the gripping-points, as
shown in Fig. 9, my patent being dated April
18, 1880, and nUmbeled 226, 559 but while 50
thls 1mprovement served to cause the jaws to
grip the fabric more closely and firmly, as
the pressure exerted in attemptingto withdraw

1t increased, the tendency to injure and tear
the fabric by the penetration of the points or 55
teeth was not diminished, but I)Blll‘L]_)S in-
creased.

The object of my plesent 1mpwveme11t isto
combine the advantages of ‘positive engage-
ment, resulting {rom the backward inclination 60
of the gripping parts of the jaws, with the ad-
vantages of straight unbroken gripping-sur-

faces, and without the disadvantages attend-

ing the use of points orteeth. I therefore in-
cline backwardly the gripping - edges of the 65
jaws, as shown in Figs. 1 to 6, 1ncluswe and
form the abutting clamping*edgres 1 Straight
from side to side, so as to give a wide and
secure bearing upon the fabric clasped with-
out a positive penetration of it, as would be 7o

the case were points or teeth employed. With |

clasps thus constructed a pull upon the fabric

clamped causes the straight clamping-edges
of the jaws to be more ﬁl.mly drawn together
and to hold the material more "securely. 75
The means for holding the jaws closed may
consist of springs or slides or lever arrange-
ments such as are commonly employed.
Difierent well-known forms of ‘clasps are

-shown 1n theseveral modifications represented 8o

i Figs. 1 to 6, inclusive.

‘What I c]fum as my pr esent 1111p10vement
1S—

A clasp havmcr the holding ends of its co-
operating jaws bach.wmdlv inclined and pro- 83
vided with straight unbroken gripping-sur-
faces, Substantlally as descubed for the pur-
pose specified.

| CHRISTOPHER C. SHELBY.
Witnesses:
ALEX. S. STEWART
Coas. R. BURR.
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