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To all whom it may concern.:

tion. D are studs riveted in the same, the

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN F. KRAFT, | position of the studs corresponding,when the

a citizen of the United States, residing at the

city of Reading, county of Berks, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Mail-Bag Fastenings, of-
which the following is a specification.

Although the improvement is especially
adapted to mail-bags, it is also adapted for
use with satchels and traveling-bags.

The object of the improvement is to furnish
a fastening for mail-bags readily applied, eas-
1ly manipulated, and absolutely secure when
locked, and cheaply made. | -

Lhe above results are attained in the use of
the improvements shown in the accompanying
drawings, in which corresponding letters sig-

- nify corresponding parts.
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Figure 1 represents a mail-bag with my in-
provements attached thereto. TFig. 2 repre-
sents the same bag with the locking-bar re-
Fig. 3 shows the form of
mouth which the bag assumes on being opened.
Fig. 4 represents the mode of applying the
locking-bar’; Fig.5, a reverse plan of the lock-
Ing-bar; Fig. 6, a sectional view of the im-
provement; Iig. 7, an elevation of the re-en-
foree plate. : |
A represents the bag of cotton duck or
leather; A’, the satchel-bottom of the bag. B
aremouth-platessubdividedintoseveral parts,
according to the form of mouth it is desired
the bag, when opened, shall assume. I give
preference to a division of the same into four
plates. The bag when opened will then as-
sume a square form, asshown in Fig. 3. These
plates are so formed that when laid together
the lower portion, where attachment is made
to the bag, shall be separated enough to admit
the bagand re-enforce plates between the same.

B’ are circular abutments for the locking-
bar studs; B? keepers above the same; B3 in-
clined guides to the abutments; B, bifurcated
notch-abutment; B°, fixed locking-point; B,
riveting or securing holes for connection with
the mouth of the bag. C are re-enforce plates,
with rivet-holes corresponding with those in
the mouth - plates, placed within the bag,
and when the rivets B°are driven the bag
held between the two

plates. D isthelocking-bar,of U form in see-

‘abutments B.

barisin place,with the abutmentsinthe mouth-
plates; D? fixed locking-point corresponding
with B® of the mouth-plates when in place;
K, the usual mail-bag lock. R |

1 am aware that I am not the first to arrange
a mail-bag so that when opened its mouth
shall form a polygon or square, and that Tam
not the first to lock a mail-bag by a single bar;
but I believe that my mode of accomplishing

both results is novel and a useful advance upon

anything preceding my improvement.
The construction of my improvement is as

follows: Plates adapted in length and width to

the bag or satchel to be locked are placed un-

der a press provided with suitable punches

and dies, and the hooked or equivalent abut-
ments B’, the bifurcated notch B, fixed lock-
ing-point B, and riveting-holes Bfare all pro-
duced by one movement of the press. The
locking-bar D may have the stud-holes D’ first
punched out of aflat plate of the proper width,
and then subsequently bent into the U form

stud-holes subsequently drilled therein. The
re-enforce plates are of course made to have
the rivet-holes to correspond with the holes
B of the mouth - plates. The plates being
provided, the mouth of the bag is inserted
between the month and re-enforce plates, and
through-rivets B° being driven, the bag is sc-
curely held between the same. _
T'he operation of the improved fastener is
simple. Holding the bar in the position shown
in Iig. 4, with the end stud barely entered
within the bifurcated mnotch B!, the bar is
dropped upon the mouth - plates, the studs
resting upon the inclined guides B°. The bar
18 then shoved forward, and- the studs D’ de-
scending the inclines B* enter beneath the
keepers B’ and are brought to rest against the
The fixed locking-points B°
and D’are then coincident, and the usual pad-
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shown, or the plate may be first bent and the
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lock being applied, the same is securely held

in the position described. To release the bar,

(after the removal of the padlock,)it is simply
slid back,bringing the studs out from beneath
the keepers, when it is lifted away, and the
bag will open out ready for filling. |

In the majority of city and town post-offices
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a great saving of time would be eftected by the |

- adoption of my lmprovement as the locking
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-and unlocking of the mail-bag is comparatively
~ an 1nstantaneous operation.

In the matter of
wear and tear of mail-bags in transit, and in
handling at the offices,a great saving would re-
sult, there being no protruding staples,chains,
orstraps,and allexposed surtaces beingsmooth,
there 1s therefore notendency to cut or abrade
each other.

The plates and locking-bar may be of any
suitable metal; but I give preference to their
construction of steel, particularly the locking-
bar, as thereby great strength, stiffness, and
hghtness will be combined.

The mouth-plates may be hinged at their
several subdivisions; but I prefer to makethem
in independent pleces as shown.

Having shown and described my 1nvent10n,

1 desire to secure by Letters Patent the follow—

Ing claims thereon :

1. The combination, with a mail-bag or
satchel, of the mouth- plates shown and de-

scribed, in either single or subdivided lengths,
adapted to receive a lockmg -bar, as set forth,

sald plates provided with abuttlng seats hav-
ing keepers and inclined guides with a bifur-
cated abutment at one side or end, and a fixed
locking-point at the opposite side or end, se-
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cured to the mouth of the bag or satchel by a 30

re-enforce plate and rivets, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. In combination with a mail-bag or satchel
provided with mouth-plates, as desecribed, a

locking-bar of a U form in section, prowded '

with studs adapted, when closed,to rest against

| the abutments of said mouth- plates and to be

retained in position by the keepers thereof,
having a fixed locking-point coincident (When
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closed) with the fixed locking-point of said 40

mouth-plates, substantially as and for the pur-

pose specified.
BENJ AMIN E. KRAFT.
‘Witnesses: -
TaoMmAs P. KINSEY,
F. PIERCE HUMMETL.
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