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SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 308 700, dated December 2 13884,
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(Nomodel.)

I @Z& whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GEORGE J. RAFFERTY
and ALBERT F. BORDEN, citizens of the Uxnit-
~ed States, residing  at ]?hl]adelphla in the

5 county of Phﬂadelphm and State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and usetful Opera-
Ghau of which the following is a specifica-
tion, 1eferenee being had to the ’LCCOITIP‘H]}TII]G
dlawmgs

Our invention relates to chairs, and more
particularly to that class known as ‘‘opera-
chairs;’’ and it has for its object to provide

10

a chmr of this character with a folding shelf

or receptacle for hats and otherar tlcles of 1m-

5 proved construction, whereby the C]’libil and -

the shelf may be 1ea,u113* folded to allow in-
. gress and egress. |
With these ends in view the 111*»?611131011 COTi-
- sists in the improved construction and com-
20 binations of parts hereinafter fully de‘scubed
and pointed outl in the claims. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 18 a perspective
view of a chair constructed in accordance

- with our invention. Fig. 2 is a front eleva-
25 tion showing the chair folded. Fig. 3 is a
CTOSS- Sectlon and Fig. 41s a side elevatwn
~ In the accompanymg drawings, in which
- like letters refer to correSponding parts in the
~ several figures, A represents the back or body
20 portion of the chair, which may be of any

~ preferred or suitable construction.

B represents outwardly-projecting ears or
lugs, which are provided with perforations or
openings «, said lugs being formed upon the

35 front ednes or faces of the sides of the back or
body portlon A, near the Veltlcal center of
the same.

« O represents the seat, whlch is provided on
its rear sides with metal plates b, provided

40 with perforations or openings 0 at their ends

for the passage of bolts 0%, by means of which
the seat is pwoted t0 the 1u gs B of the backor
body portion A. |
D represents downwardly- prqyeetmﬂ ears
45 or lugs, which are secured to the under side

7 of the seat C, at or near the—corners of the

game. In each of these lugs D 1s plvoted a

metal plate, i, which is pivoted at its lower

i substantially as set forth.

to the under side of a folding shelf, G, the 5o

plates I' being bent downwaldly to form a
flanged por 1;1011 ¢. To the rear upper side of
the folding shelf G is hinged a strip, H,which

18 plmnded at its ends w ith pivoted plates I,
which are pivoted at their forward ends to 55
the plates D. DBy the employment of this
strip H hats or other ar ticles placed upon the -

folding shelf are prevented from sliding too

far to the rear of said shelf, thus obvntmg the
annovance and inconvenience of reaching to
the rear end of the said shelf for the altlcle
placed thereon. |

In folding the chair, in order to allow in-

60

‘creased space for the passage of- persons, the
seat 1sraised and pushed back, resting against 65

the back or body portion A and as all the
parts are pivotally connected the folding
shelf will by its own weight drop or fold

“against the under side of the seat, the back
stri ip folding and resting below the lower end
thereof.

| 70
1Whem the seat 1s to be loweéred for

use, the seat is drawn outwardly {rom the
back A, and will by its own weight drop
into place, the folding shelf being 1owe1 ed by
the same movement its rear end ‘bearing 75
against the back A, which fmces 1t into the
1)081131011 shown in I‘iﬂ" |

It will be &ppment from the above descup
tion that a chalr constiructed 1n accordance
with our invention is simaple and easily op-
erated. It will also be seen that by the use

SO

of the ioldmw shelf a ready and convenient

receptacle 1s “afforded for the disposition of
hats and other ar tlcles while the same are not
in use.

Having fully descrlbed our nwentmn what
we claim as new, and deque to secure by Liet-
ters Patent, 18—

1. In an opera-chair, the combination, with -
a piveted seat, of a foldmﬂ -shelf plvotally |
connected to the under side thereof by means

| of metal plates, and a back or strip loecated
-between said shelf and seat, and pivotally

connected to the forward plates of the seaf,
93
- 2. In an opera-chair, the-combination,with
a pivoted seat plowded upon 1ts under side

~ends to a strip or plate, I, whlch is secured | with depeudlnﬂ lugs, of ashelf located beneath -
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sald seat, and having a strip of metal secured j our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
to 1ts mdes plates connectmg sald shelf and 111 presence of two witnesses.
seat, and a "back portion or strip located be- GEORGE J. RAFFERTY.
tween said shelf and seat, and pivoted to the ALBERT F. BORDEN.
5 forward plates eonnectmw the seat and shelf, Witnesses: | -
Substantlally as set forth. B. F. TELLER,
In testimony that we claim the foregoing as JAMES R. . WALKER.
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