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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, CHARLES E. W00D-
RUFF and WILLIAM J. HUTCHINS, c¢itizens of
the United States of -America, residing at Jo-
liet, in the county of Will and State of Ilili-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Barbed Wire for Fences, of
which the following 18 a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawing. |

The figure 18 a pelspeetlve view.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in barbed wire for fences in that class
where a single-strand wire 18 used having
crimps at which the barb, consisting of a short
piece of wire pointed at each end, 1sattached,
which improvements are fully set forth in the
following specification and claim.

Referring to the drawing, W represents the
strand-wire, having erimps W' formed in it at
suitable intervals along 1its length.
crimps are so formed as to be quite prominent,
and about U-shaped to project high enough to
extend out beyond the body of the barb, so that
the body of the barb will impinge against it,
should the barb rotate on the strand-wire, and
thus prevent the revolution of the barb.

A represents the barb, formed .of a short
piece of wire pointed at each end, fmd when
applied to the strand-wire has its center or
body portion lie parallel with the strand-wire
and on one side of a crimp, W', of the strand-

wirein such manner as to entirely cross the

crimp. Its prods are then each coiled around
the strand-wire,one on either side of the crimp,
causing a portion of its body to lie in the hol-
lows of the strand-wire on either side of the
crimp, as shown at C ', leaving the prods a’ a”
to project in opposite dn ect_lons one on either
side of the strand-wire W. The prods « ¢”
are both coiled on the strand-wire W in the
same direction, the prod « being coiled more
than the other prod, causing 1t to point in the
opposite direction and from the opposite side
of thestrand-wire.

- barb is thus applied ties the shoulders of the

crimp in the strand-wire together, so that ten-

sion on the strand-wire cannot straighten it |

These.

The manner in which the |

—

out, but permits some little degree of elasticity
to the strand-wire.
strand erimped wires, where the crimp is used

- to prevent rotation of the barb and lateral

movement of the barb onthe strand-wire, no
provision 1s made for preventing tension onthe

in all this class of single- zo0

strand-wire from straightening out the erimps, 55 -

and hence the wire is rendered quite useless
for fence purposes as soon as the crimps are
straightened out, and the barbs permitted to
rot‘tte in consequence, All thisdefecti 18 cured
by applying the barb as shown.

We are aware that barbed wires have been
mace whereinthe single-strand wire is ecrimped
slightlyand the barbs applied by coiling them
on the strand- wire in such manner that the
body ot tne barb lies diagonally ‘across the
strand-wire in the hollow of the crimp. Such
construction we do not claim. But we are not
aware that a barbed wire has ever been made
where the body of the barb is placed on one
side only of the crimp, and so arranged as to
permit a slight degree of elasticity to each
crimp, and yet prevent the crimps from being
straightened out by a tension on the strand-
wire, and also permitting the prods to project
in opposite directions, one from either side of
the strand-wire. These features form the sub-
stance of this invention and producea barb of -
great efficacy and durability for use as a fence.

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new and useful, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is as follows, to wit:

In combination with wire W, having crimps
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W/, the herein-described barb, having prodse’

a”’, which are respectively coiled around the
wire closely adjacent to the shoulders of the
crimp, and project in opposite directions, and
having a straight body portion, a, extending
entirely across one side of the erimp on aline
parallel to the strand-wire, substantially as set
forth.
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