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To all whom it may concerw, :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM V. WALLACE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Horseshoes, of which the

following 1s a specification, reference being

had therein to the accompanying drawings.
My i1nvention relates to improvements in

horseshoes, and its main objects are to pro-

“vide a more efficient and more easily con-
-structed elastic horseshoe than has been here-

tofore known or used, and one in which the
shoe proper may be readily detached {rom the
foot-plate when worn, or when it is deemed
necessary to insert a new elastic plate or cush-
10n of cork; and to this end my invention con-
sists of a foot-plate of the ordinary horseshoe
form with a continuous channel or groove for
the reception of an elastic cushlon of cork,

upon which 1s placed a supplemental shoe of
the ordinary construction, both of which are

held in their place in the channel in the foot-

- plate by means of three or more wedge-shaped
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keys, all of which will be more fu]ly herein-
after described, and the same being illustrated
in the accmnpanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my horseshoe.
Fig. 2 18 a plan view of the foot-plate. Fig.
5 18 a plan view of the cork layer or cushion.
Fig. 4 18 a sectional view of the foot-plate,
taken upon the line z z of Fig. 2. Fig.5is a
sectional view of the shoe with all its parts
together, taken upon the line ¥ y of Fig. 1.
Hig. 6 1saperspective view of key used at the
toe. I'ig. 7 is a perspective view of smaller
key used near each heel.

The letter A represents a foot-plate of the
ordinary horseshoe form, having a continuous
oroove or channel, ¢, upon its lower face,
which has a number of small holes to receive
the nails which hold it to the horse’s hoof. In
this groove is inserted an elastic cushion or
layer of cork, C, or other suitable material,
(but I prefer cork, as it makes a much better
cushion and does not become hard and crack,
as rubber or leather, and has a more beneficial
effect upon the feet and legs of the horse, as
1t prevents the jar and strain which usually
comes upon horses’ feet and legs, especially

when traveling over rough and 1ocLy ground. ) |
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| This foot-plate is also made with three or more
curved or semicircular projections or lugs,
«', the one at the toe being a little larger than
the others, as the greatest strain is at this =5
point. Sald lugs have wedge-shaped grooves
a’,which are flared slightly upward and inward
to receive a similar wedge-shaped key, E.
Said key has a small notch or step, e, upon its
one end, which fits in a groove, d, of similar 60
width in shoe D, said shoe D being placed
upon the elastic cork packing C, both of which
rest 1n the channel ¢ in foot-plate A, and are
fastened by the notched end e of key K, which
fits in small groove d of shoe D. The foot- 65
plate has small holes made first in the ¢channel
a, through which it is fastened to the horse’s
hoof by means of small nails, as before de-
scribed. The three keys K all have similar
notches or steps, ¢, to fit in the small groove d 7o
of shoe D; but the one used at the toe of the
shoe should be a little larger than the others, -
as the greatest strain is at this point.

1t will be obvious that after the foot-plateis .
applied to the horse-hoof'by means of ordinary 7 g
nails inserted in the holes in the channel of
the shoe, as in the usual manner, and the pack-
1ng of cork being placed in said channel, with
the shoe resting upon it, and both being locked
1n place by the keys E, the shoe may be easily 8o
detached from the foot-plate and a new one
applied without taking off the foot-plate, by
simply taking out ke}s I, (or screws when
serews are used. )

it will be noticed that when the keys or 83
wedges are 1nserted in the dovetailed lugs of
the foot-plate A the edges or wall of the groove
- are hammered onto the end of the wedge,
as. shown- at f, IMig. 1, thus preventing the
wedge {from jarring out or becoming dis- go
placed |

Having thus described my 1nve11t1on what 1
claim 18—

1. A horseshoe composed of two Sectlons—-
i viz., the portion A, which is secured to the 95
foot of the animal, havmﬂ a continuous groove,
- as described, and plowded with lugs havmo
dovetailed g 1ooves and the SUpplemental shoe
- D, prowded with the recesses d and the wedges
E as set torth. 100

2 In a horseshoe, the section A, provided
with a groove or recess, «, dovetailed grooves
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a’, in combination with the section D, and | by means of dovetailed wedges inserted In
recesses d, wedges I, and packing C, as set | dovetailed grooves, and recesses d, said wedges
forth. o | being held in position by imeans of the down-

3. A horseshoe composed of two sections, | turned or hammered edges of the grooves, as 13

5 one section adapted to receive a packing of | set forth. - |
cork, and also a supplemental or wearing shoe In testimony whereof I afiix my signature 1n

having recesses d, in combination with the | presence of two witnesses.

dovetailed grooves ¢” and keys or wedges L, | , WILLIAM V. WALLACE.
as set forth. . - ‘Witnesses: | -
10 4. In a separable horseshoe, the supple-| EMERY GROVER,

mental shoe D, held in the groove or recessa ‘ - WM. P. MARTIN.
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