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To all whom tt may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JAcoB FICKINGER, of
Kingsville, in the county of Ashtabula and
State of Ohio, haveinvented a new and useful
Improvement in Fastening Devices for Lock-
ing Mail-Bags and other Pouches and I do
herebj declare that the following isa full and
exact descriprion thereof, refelence being had

- to the accompanying drawiugs, and to the let-
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ters of reference marked thereon, making a
part of this specification.

My invention relates to devices for locking
mail-bags and similar pouches; and 1t consists
of a series of T-headed buttons or studs
adapted to pass through elongated apertures
in the two thicknesses of the bag or pouch and
to lock the same by turning the head after it
has been led through said apertures into a po-
sition transverse thereto, each stud being made
to project from a plate which is pivoted to
turn upon a pin projecting i1n line with the
stem of the stud or button on the opposite side
of the stud-plate, the first plate being thus
pivoted to a face-plate adapted to be secured
to the outer face of the bag at one edge there-
of, and the second stud-plate to a pl‘tte hinged
to the free end of the face- -plate, the third be-
ing hinged to the free end of the second, and

S0 On, to form, 1n connection with each other,
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a, flexible strap whose sections are hinged to-
cether to bend and fold in the direction of its
length, and are pivoted together between the
hinged joints to turn and fold in a direction
transverse to its length, each’'section in turn-
ing being made to tarn the T-headed button

secured ther eto, soas to cause 1t thereby either

to engage or to be freed from the apertures in

the pouch with which the button is brought

- into register.
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In the accompanying drawings, Flﬂ'ure 1 is
an elevation of the outer side of the outer open
end of a mail-pouch with the covering-flap
opened up, showing the heads of the fasten-
ing-buttons in posﬂsmn to lock the mouth of
the pouch; Fig. 2, an elevation of the opposite
or Inner 51de of the outer open end ol the pouch,

illustrating the hinged metallic locking-strap
in position to lock and secure the mouth of
the pouch., Fig. 318 a viewin perspective of

50 the strap loosened and swung out from the

pouch Fig. 4 18 a sectlon in Tine 2 z, Fig. b

!
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a sectionin 11116 Y, and Fig. 6 a section in line

z 2z, of Kig.

A A repr esent the two sides or thicknesses
of the mouth or open end of a leather mail
bag or pouch; B, the flap riveted in the cus-
tomary manner to the outer face of the inner
side of the open end of the bag to fold over
said end and overlap the mouth rmd the oppo-
site side, A’, of the bag, as 1llustrated in Figs.
4, b, and 6. C C C are metallic re-enforcing
pl&tes riveted at equal distances apart on the
outer side or face of the outer side, A’, of the
mouth of the bag, and C' €' C* corresponding
plates riveted in like manner to the outer side
or face of the innerside, A, of thebag. DD are
elongated apertures so 1.}161(36(1 thmunh the
pl"LteS CCCand C' ¢ and through the interven-
ing thicknesses of leather as th&t the apertures
in each opposite pair of plates shall register
with each other when the mouth of the bag is
closed. Theend plate, (%, however, atthe outer
edge of theinnerside of the bag is not provided
with an elongated aperture, but a circular
plate, E, Figs, 2 and 3, 18 pivoted thereto by
means of a pivot-pin, I‘ madle fast to the plate
K, and which turns fleely in the plate (% being
confined by means ot an outer shoulder,g,over-
lapping the inner edge of the pivotal aperture,
as shown in Fig. 3. Thepivot-pin If 18 extend-
ed toconstitutethe stem of a button having an
elongated head, H, whose width and length are
slightly less than those of the elongated aper-
tureinthere-enforcing plate Con the outerside
of the bag adapted to register therewith. The
plate K is formed With an arm or extension,

I, projecting radially therefrom at a right

angle with the length of the head H of the

stud or button, smd stud or button being se-
| eured to the pl‘Lte to form an integral pzut
To the outer end of this arm I of

thereof.
the plate B an arm, J’, from a second cirecu-

lar plate, J, preferably of the same diameter

as the plate I, is hinged, so that the two arms
may fold over one upon the other, while both
are free to turn together as one piece upon the
pivot K. (See Fig. 3.)
are preferably of equal length, and their
united length is so proportioned as that the
distance from the center oif the plate E to the

The arms J’ and I
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center of the plate J shall equal the distance

from center to center of the apertures in the
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re-enforcing pl&teSOG. A third circular plate, | bag locked by means of a padlock, S, in the
. K, Fig. 3, havinganarm, K’, extending radially -

therefrom, and which 1s made to correspond
in its dimensions to the plate J, 1s pivoted to
the under or inner side of saidplate J by means
of a central pivot-pin, L, and this pin 18 ex-

~tended to project from the plate K toserve as
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the stem or shank of a stud or button having
an elongated head, H', the counterpart in 1ts
form and dimensions of the button H, sothat it
may pass through the apertures C C when
brought into register therewith, and engage
the sameto prevent awithdrawal of the button
when turned transversely thereto. Thelength
of the button-head H’ is placed at a right an-

gle to the length of the arm K’ of the plate K,

to which it issecured, and with which it turns.

An offset or .shouldel ,m,18 interposed between
the plate J and its arm J to permit the face
of the plate K to be flush with the inner face of
said arm J’ when the plates J and K are super-
imposed, (see Fig. 3,)s0 that the inner face of
the strap formed by the hinged plates and arms
shall be uniform throughout its length. The
arm of a third plate, N, 1s hinged to the end

- of the arm K’, so that the two arms may fold
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over one upon the other, while both are free
to turn upon the common pivot at L, the dis-
tance from the center of the plate K to the cen-
ter of the plate N being equal to the distance
from center to center of the apertures D in the
re-enforcing plates Cand €. Where it is de-
sired to lengthen or extend the strap, the plate
N may be made to conform to the plate J in

form and dimensions, and thereby adapted to

furnish a pivotal support for an additional
button-plate corresponding to the plate K.
‘Where, however, the plate N is to form the
end of the hinged strap, as illustrated in the
drawings, 1t is simply perforated with an ap-
erture corresponding in form and dimensions
with the apertures C (', so as to register accu-
rately therewith when superimposed there-

on. A stop-plate, P, is secured uponthe face

of the bag 1m111edntely below the re-enforcing
plate C'; Figs. 2 and 6, over which the plate
N 1e&ts, S0 as to engage the lower edge of said
plate N when its aper bure is br ought into reg-
1ster with the aperture in the re-enforcing
plate C, and thereby arrest its further down.
ward movement, so as to facilitate this regis-

“try. The flap B is fitted with a hasp, R, in
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position to pass through the series of aper-
tures in the strap-plate N, the inner re-en-
forcing plate, €', the two thicknesses A A’ of
the mouth of the Dbag, and the outer re-en-
forcing plate, C,when all are brought into reg-
1stry, as shown m Kig. 6, and alS0 th10u0h 2}
corresponding ‘11)61131116, D’ Fig. 1, in the fold
of the flap and in an outer re- enfmemg plate,
(', secured thereto in position to register with
the plate C when the flap is folded over the
mouth of the bag, as shown in Fig. 6. After
passing the hasp R through the strap-plate N
and the several thicknesses of the closed bag,

cuqtomfuy manner.
In opening the bag after removing the p'ld

Jock the flap B 1s dmwu off of the end of the 7c¢

hasp and thrown up, as shown 1n Iig. 1, and
is then thrown over to withdraw the hasp IR
from the apertures in the bag and from the
plate N of thestrap. The plate N and 1ts arm,
together with the arm K’ of the plate K, are 73

‘then turned upon the pivot I, soas to lift the
plate N from thestop-plate P, (see I'ig. 2,) and

are moved until the arm K and the length of
the button H’ attached thereto are brought
into line at a right angle with the length of So

the openings in the re-enforcing plates C

so as to permit the ready witbdrawal of the
button from said plates.” The arm K’ is next
turned in like manner 1into position ata right
angle to the length of the plate C* and of the 85
apertures in the thicknesses of the bag and in
the plate C, thereby bringing the button H -
into position to admit of its withdrawal
through said apertures. The withdrawal of
the buttons H H' from the apertures through go
the two folds of the mouth of the bag leaves it
free to be opened. The rotating plate E re-
mains attached to the plate C% so that the
strap is not wholly removed from the bag, but
remains connected thereto, as shown in ¥ig. cs
3, 1n readiness to refasten it by the insertion

of the buttons H H’ in succession through the
appropriate openings or button-holes there-
for, each button being made secure by turn-
ing it after it has been passed through the but- 1co
ton-hole, the arm of the plate carrying the ro-
tating button serving as a lever by which to
eﬂect 1ts rotation.

Tt is evident that the form: of the pilvotal
arms B J J' X K/, &e., may be varied, and 1053
that they may be aniform in width from end to
end, instead of being enlarged at one end in the
form of cireular dlsksD J, andK also, thatthe
buttons H H’, whose stems are fixed to one
of the arms, so as to turn therewith, may be 11c
L-shaped or formed with an offset on one side
only, instead of T-shaped, or may be of an
eccentric form, or constructed with an eccen-
tric groove thel ein to engage the plate on the |
opposite side of the bag whlch 18 to be secured 115
thereby. |

The manner of bnnnmn the several arms or
plates together also admlts of variation with-
out depmting from my invention, which is ap-
plicable not only to bags or pouches, but to 120
the securing of any two separate superim-
posed flaps or thicknesses of any description
wherein a button secured to the one may be

| . .
“made to pass in or out of an aperture in the

other. , - I25
I claim as my invention—
1. The combination, in a fastening device
for a bag or pouch, with an extended arm or
lever, D" carrying a T -headed stud or button,
H, secured rigidly thereto, and a re- enforcinﬂ 130

or face plate, 7 eucn?clmg the stem of the

as shown in Ifig. 6, it may be secured and the | button and ’ld‘b]_)ted for attachment to one side
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~of the mouth of the bag, so as to serve as a
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pivot for the button, of an extended plate, J’
J, hinged to saidlever E to fold over thereon,
a lever and plate, K’ K, pivoted to the outer
end of the plate J* J so as to turn freely there-
on, and a T-headed stud or button, H’, se-
cured to the plate K, and whose shank forms
an extension of its pivot-pin, so that it shall
turn with said plate K, all substantially in the
manner and for the purpose herein set forth.

2. The combination, in a fastening device
for a bag or pouch, with an extended arm or
lever pivoted at oneend to a supporting-plate,
80 as to turn freely in a plane parallel with the

face of the plateand theside of the bag,and with

a T-headed button whose stem constitutes an
extension of the pivot upon which the lever
turns and which isunited to the lever to turn
with it, of an arm hinged to the end of the le-
ver, so as to fold over thereon, and provided
with an extended slotat its outer end to regis-
ter with counterpart slots in the sides of the
bag and to receive a hasp which, passing
through said slots, serves to unite the sides,
substantially in the manner and for the pur-
pose herein set forth. |

3. As a fastening for a bag or pouch, a strap
consisting of the end button-plate, E, and arm
I, pivoted to a plate, C*, for attachment to

the bag, one or more sets of intermediate but- |

ton-plates, J and K, pivoted together face to

face and extended in the form of arms J’ and |

I, adapted tobehinged, respectively, at their
outer ends to the arm X of the first or end

plate, I, and to the arms of the the next set 15

of plates, an outer slotted hasp-plate, N, whose
inner arm is hinged to the outer arm of the
outerset of pivoted button-plates, and T-head-
ed buttons H H’, whose shanks are formed in-

tegrally with the pivots of the pivoted plates 4O
‘and.are united to one of said plates to turn

therewith, all substantially in the manner and
for the purpose herein set forth.
4. A fastening-strap for locking the mouth

of @ bag or pouch, constructed of a series of 4z

plates pivoted in pairs to rotate one upon the
other in parallel planes, and hinged to fold lon-
gitudinaily upon each other, the several piv-

ots being secured to cne of the plates in each
pair to turn therewith and made integral with so

the shank of a T-headed button, a pivoted
plate at one end of the strap being adapted to
be secured to one side of the bag, and a hinged
plate at the other end of the strap being slot-

ted toreceive a hasp, substantially in the man- 55

ner and for the purpose herein set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

JACOB FICKINGER,

Witnesses:
C. S. BARTON,
A. M. BARTON.
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