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To all wlhom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM HOFFMAN, a
citizen of the United States residing at New-
ark, in the county of Wayne and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Barrel Headers or Packers,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Flguxe 1 is a central vertical section of a
barrel header or packer constructed in accord-
ance with my invention. Fig. 218 a perspec-
tive of a follower-block provided with my 1m-
provement and adapted to be used 1n connec-
tion with oras a part of my improved packer.

Like letters refer to 11Lepf11t8 in all the fig-
ures.

Heretofore in presses of various construc-
tions it has been customary to employ either
a Screw or an eccentric or cam lever mounted
1n a cross-bar, which, by suitable means, has
been connected with the lower end of a press-
frame, box, or other receptacle into which ma-
terial is to be compressed, and the cover or
head of which 18 to be secured in place or
suitably connected to a foundaiion upon which

- said box or receptacle is placed in order that
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by turning the eccentric or cam lever the cover |

of the receptacle might be depressed into
place and held until suitably secured therein.

The object of my invention 18 to provide
means which shall prevent the cam or eccen-
tric lever from returning to an inoperative

‘position after once bemo* operated, as has

heretofore been the case, " thus requiring the
use of at least one hand of the operator orad-
ditional fastening devices to retain the handle
in a desired. position.

To secure the object in view I have devised
a novel follower-block, which not only serves

- to distribute the force of the cam over a larger
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surface upon a head or cover of a barrel, but.

also to automatically lock the cam or lever at
any desired position, so that both hands of
the operator are at liberty to complete the op-

eration of securing the head in the barrel or

package.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a-

barrel into which flour or other material is de-
siened to be packed, and in the packing of
whwh as usually practiced, the head B 1s
ioreed upon the material and into the chine of
the barrel by means of a follower-block, G, up-
on which a cam or eccentrie lever, D, 18 oper-

‘bearing-surface of the follower

(No model.}

~ated, the lever being pivoted-at d'in a slotted
e1oss bar, E, provided with suitable connect-
1ng rods or stmps F, which may be secured
to a foundation upon which the barrel rests,
or provided with hooked ends f, adapted to
take firm hold upon the chines at the opposite
end of the barrel.

Heretofore a cam has been Oper&ted agalnst
the face or plain upper surface of a follower-
block. Experiencehasshown thatintimethe
becomes SO
smooth that when once the follower is de-
pressed by the cam and force is removed from
the cam-lever the resistance of the material
causes the lever to return upwardly and the
cam becomes ineffective.

My improvement consists 1n providing a
groove in the follower-block the bottom of
whmh is curved to disagree with the curve of
the operating-face of the cam, whereby 1 se-
cure two angular points, ¢ ¢, in the agroove,
which impinge against the face of the cam and
hold it from rotationin either direction when
the force applied to its lever is removed.

Having described my invention and its op-

- eration, what I c¢laim as new, and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent, 1s—
1. In a barrel header or packer of the class
described, a follower-block adapted to be op-

| erated by a cam and provided with a cam-re-

ceiving groove having a curvature of less ra-
dins than that of the cam, substantially as
shown and desecribed.

2. In a packer of the class described, the

combination, with a cross-bar and an eccentric
or cam lever mounted therein, of a follower-
block having a segmental groove the bottom

I of which is disposed with a radius shorter than
the working-face of the cam or eccentrie, and

with means for holding the cross-bar against
the action of the cam, substantially as speci-

 fied.
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3. The combination of the cross-bar L, tie-
bars ¥, having hook f, the cam D, and the fol-
lower- blouk O having the plQ]GbDlI] points ¢
¢ in its cam-receiving groove, substantially as
shown and described. -

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

"presenee of two witnesses.

WILLIAM HOI‘FMA“\T

Witnesses:
B. F. HADLEY,
J. C. WILLIER.
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