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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, THOMAS BROOKE, of Des
Moines, in the county of Polk and State of
lowa, hfwe invented a Shawl- -Strap and Fire-
Eseape of whichthe following is aspecification.

- My ObJ ect istoprevent persons from neglect-
ing to provide themselves with means for es-
caping from a burning building'when stairways
and ladders are 11n1vallable, and I contemplate

accomplishing the desired result by producing

and offering a cheap, simple, ornamental,
strong, and durable device that can be used
for the common purposes of a shawl-strap and
also readily applied and operated by any per-
son of ordinary intelligence to lower persons
and property from elevated positionsin build-

~ings with perfect satety when a building is on
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fire and ordinary means of escape therefrom
cut off, or whenever desired.

Heretofore metal frames adapted for shawl-
strap handles and metal frames or frietion
slides and bars adapted to be used in combi-
nation with a belt and rope as a fire-escape
have been made and separately used for such
distinct purposes.

My invention consists in the construction,
combination, and operation of a simple metal
frame with Straps or belts and a rope, as here-
inafter fully set forth, for universal use as a
shawl-strap, and for use in an emergency asa
fire-escape.

Figure 1 of my accompam 1ng drawingsis a,
plan view showing the form of my complete

metal frame. I‘lg 218 a half-section of the !

same frame in which the handle is left off and

eyes formed 1n the end for attaching a handle

orshoulder-strap. Fig.3represents my frame
suspended in an elevated horizontal position
andinsuch a manner that numbers of persons
can be successively lowered thereby from a
burning building. Fig. 4 represents my device

 In use as a shawl-strap adapted to be ecarried
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in the hand. Fig. 5 shows the modified form

represented by I‘]ﬂ 3 1n practical use as a
shawl-strap. Fig. “6shows my device attached
to a Window-fl‘ame in such a manner that it
can be readily reversed without detaching it
to successively lower numbers of persons from
a burning building.

J omfly considered,these views clearly illus-

i

trate the construction, operation, and Ht-l]lt}
of my complete inv entlon
A is a straight round friction-bar, that may
vary in 8ize and weight, as desired.. If has
eyes or rings B for med on its ends in such a 55
manner that a rope can be passed through one
of the rings, coiled around the bar A,and then
extended through the other ring in the man-
ner that friction-bars have heretofore been
made and used in fire-escapes. | 60
C.1s a straight bar, that has curved ends D,
formed integral with the ring B insuch a man-

‘ner that the curved ends wﬂl be concentric

with the rings, and the straight and-central
portion parallel with the stmight bar A. By 65
thus extending the curved ends of the bar C
partially around the rings B, in place of con-
necting them with the inner portion of the
rings, as shown in the United States Letters
Patent No. 292,981, issued to me February 5, 7o
1884, the complete device can be readily at-
tached, as shown in Fig. 6, to be used for low-
ering numbers of persons successively,without
detaching it, by simply reversing its position
relative to a serew-eyeand snap-hook, or other 75
suitable device with which it is suspended.
Asonepersonisattached tothe end of the rope,

by means of a belt or loop, and descends, the
rope that extends through rings B and ru‘ound
the frietion-bar A will move downward in a 80
straight line and bring its opposite end to or
near the suspended escape device. By then
simply bringing the lower curved end, D, to
the top the complete {riction-slide A B CDis
reversed relative to the rope and also relative 83
to the snap-hook or other device with which -
1t 1s connected and suspended. A second per-
son can then descend, and in so doing draw the
rope downward and reverse its ends relative

to the suspended slide; and thus any num- go
ber of persons may be suceessively lowered by
reversing the ends of the rope relative to the
slide in descending, and reversing the sus-

pended slide relative to its fastening.

By fixing the metal frame in horizontal po- 95
sition, as shown in Fig. 3, the free ends of the
rope will be reversed relative to the friction-
bar A every time a person descends on the
rope—thatis,asoneend descendsto theground
with & person attmched by means of a belt 1co
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and rings and snap-hook, the other end as-
cends and will be in readiness foranother per-

son fo be attached and lowered.
I' I¥ represent slots orloops formed integral-
“with the ring B and the ceurved ends of the

bar and handlu C, for thereception of straps or
belts G, that are adapted to be fastened around
£, person to connect the person with the slide
and rope, as contemplated in their joint use
as a fire-escape, and also adapted to fasten
around a shawl or other articles, as contem-
plated in the use of shawl-straps of common
form.

HH (Shown in Figs. 2and o) are eyes for med
at the ends of the Dar C, or the sides of the

rings B, for the purpose of attaching a shoul-

der-strap, J, as shown in Fig. b

By fastening one end of the rope extended
through the rings B and around the bar A to .
a window-frame or other immovable objectin
an elevated position one orboth of the &traps

or belts in the slots F may be fixed around a ;

person and the person and friction-glide then
descend together on the rope.

|
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- 'FThe bar or handle C may be covered with 25
leather, and the complete metal frame finished
in any style of art desired, so as to make 1t an
ornamental handle and frame for a shawl or
bundle ecarrier.

I ¢laim as my. invention— - 30

1. As an article of manufacture, a metal
frame, A B C D, having slots or loops I, for
the purposes stated

The combination of the metal frame A B

C D having slots or loops F, and the strap or 35
belts (x, to operate in the mf111ne1 set forth for
the pur poses specified.

3. The combination of a metal frame, A B
C D, having slots orloops F and eyes H,adapt-
ed to receive a rope,twostraps, G, andastrap, 40
J, for the purposes specihied.

' THOMAS BROOKE.
Witnesses:

THOMAS . ORWIG,
M. A. ANDERSON.
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