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- To all whom it muy concern:
Be it known that I, THOMAS B. ASHFORD,
of Clinton, in the county of Sampson and State

of North Carolina, have invented certain new

5 and useful Improvements in Indicator-Locks,
of which the following is a description. |

- Figure 118 a ﬂont view, and Iig. 2 a rear

view, of the lock. Tig. 3 is an interior view

from the frons with thef&ce-p]:mte turned back

1c on its pivot. Tig. 4 is an edge view in Sec-

tion through the line # x# of Fig. 1. I1g. 518

! St,ctlonal view of the case thrmwh the line

y y of Ifig. 3. | |

| My 11‘1‘\?611131011 161‘1&5 to that class of locks
15 known as ‘‘indieator-locks,”’ the object being |

to prevent the lock from bemﬂ‘ opened and
‘then closed again by an 1111‘1L1th01iz,ed person,
to which end an indicator-wheel is set to show
a different number each time the lock is

20 opened, and which change in the numbers,

showing through an opening in the lock, gives
pr oof of the suueptltmus opening of the lock.
My invention consists in the pecuhal con-

struction and arrangement of the parts of the |

lock, as hereinafter fally described.

In the drawings, A represents the case of
the lock, which way be of any desirable form,
and B is the face-plate, which is conneected to
the lock-case, as tollow The bolt which se-
30 cures theshackle-bar Calso passesthrough and
forms a hivge or pivotal joint for the face-
plate at ID. Then at the lower portion ot the
lock-case 1s attached an upwardly-projecting
flange.or lip, ¢, beneath which the lower edge
35 of the face. p]ate B passes when closed down
over the lock-case. Then to hold the face-
plate down to this position said face-plate is
provided at the point where the shackle-bar

b
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enters the case with a perforated flange, a,
40 resting upon flange b outside the case, through

which flange ¢ the shackle - bar passes, and
through the slot in which shackle - bar the
bolt I& passes, and by which construction the
face-plate is firmly held to the case of the lock

45 whenever the latter is locked or closed, and

thus the bolt holds the shackle-bar, and the

shackle-bar holds the face-plate against being

pulled out or turned on its pivot.
The tumbler I and bolt E of the lock are of

jo the usual pattel n, and are operated by a bm | the face- 1'}]’Lt(:‘

 rel-key fitting '111}011 the key-pin k. '

‘metallic seal.

To the
bolt, howe\*er 1S pivoted a spring-pawl, H,
which engages with the ratchet-wheel (G, and
which ratchet-wheel is provided also with Q.
spring-detent, I; so that as the boltmoves back 55
in unloeklnﬂ the shackle-bar this spring-pawl
catehes into the teeth of the ratchet-wheel and
turnsthe Jatter the distance ofonetooth. Then

as the bolt moves back to lock the shackle-
bar the detent L holdsthe ratchet-wheel while 60
the pawl H is moving back to secure a new
position on the wheel. On the back side of
the ratechet-wheel G there is a series of figures
arranged in a circular row, which series of fig-
ures show one by one thr oumh an opening, 0, 65
In the back of the case, as in I‘i 2, and which
figure changes with each 1110?&11161113 of the

ratchet-wheel until a complete revolution has

been made. Nowv, to prevent the lock from
being repeatedly locLed and unlocked untila 7o

-eomplete revolution has been made, and then

reset nupon the same number, a projection, d,
1s attached to the ratchet- wheel, and I form
holes m m through the face-plate and case, and
through them is placed the shackle-wiren of a 75
Now, when the projection d
comes around to the shackle-wire of the seal,
the latter acts as a stop to prevent any further
progress without breaking the wire. 'This

seal may be put in place bv the railroad com- 85

pany, and kept there until the ratchet-wheel,
b}rsuccessive legitimate openings and clos-
ings, hasshown qll 1ts numbers,and then a new
seal is to be put in place. As a still further
precauntion, I place a {-,plm , ¢, against the 8s
back of the case, which spring lns O1e Or more
sharp points 1dd,pted to u]tel a hole, ¢*,in the
case, and over which hole is placed a plece of
paper, ¢. Then on the ratchet-wheel 18 ar-
ranged a lug, {, and when the ratchet-wheel go
makes a complete revolution the lug [ presses
upon the spring e and forces the points of the
latter through a piece of paper, p, thus leav-
ing evldence of the complete revolution of the
whed so that even if the wheel be reset on g5
the same number the surreptitious opening of
the loek can be detected. -
To hold the ratchet-wheel against the back
of the case, a washer, ¢, 1*e~=;ts between it and
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}I‘L\Tlllﬂ‘ thus described my imvention, what |
1 elalm as new is—

L. The combination of the lock-case having
flange ¢, the shackle-bar C, the face-plate B3,
hmﬂ ed upon the fulerum-pin of the shackle-
har, and having a perforated flange, «, outside
of the case, and the bolt ad“lpted to lock the

shackle-bar and hold the face-plate, as de-

SCY ﬂmd

. The (301111)111.:11)1011 with the lock-case hav-

ng opemun o and the bolb of a pawlattached !
to bhe bolt, a ratchet- wheel Gr, having lug 7,
and provided with 11111111)@15 on 1its rear suie
and the Spr Ing e, h'wuw a pomnt adapted to be

|
|
|

307,254

engaged by the lug f, as and for the 1}1111)08{.,
described.

5. The combination, with the ratechet-wheel
of an indicator-lock, hswmg a projection ex-

tending beyond its periphery, of a case hav-
ing openings m m, and a wire seal arranged in

L5

20

said holes to be struck by said 1)10Ject10n and

Iimit the movement of ‘rhe ﬁheu to one revo-
]Htlon, as described.

THOMAS BI TT‘LLIw.b f\SIIFO RD.

Witnesses:
B. I¥. Boyxin, -
(. H. MoOSRELEY. .
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