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B, pmmded with wheels G and handles D, |

45 trock 1) in such a manner that when the frame

50

which chute or bag the 1}6180118 to be 1escued

or chute with one end connected to a frame
hinged to a truck, and provided with a top

which sumhr lettels of reference indicate cor-
‘responding partsin all the figures. |

- erected.
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“To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER J. W IND-
MAYER, of Fort Ma,dlson in the county of
Lee ‘md State of Iowa, h(w invented a new
and Improved Fire- Eseape of which the fol- |
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

Th]q 111@'611131011 relates to that class of fire-
escapes in which a long bag, chute, or slide
made of fabric or other flexible 111&1361111 1S
held at its upper end to the building , and has
its lower end resting on’ the ﬂmund down

slide.
The obj ect of my 111\/"611131011 is to 1)1‘0‘\'1(16 Q!
safe fire-escape which is simple in construc-
tion, can be erected very easily and rapidly,

| .[md can be folded very cempdctly when notm
use. -

The invention OOHSIStS of the tubular bag

cross-bar having ]atel al extensions or arms to
rest against a. wmdow-imme when the bag or
chute is extended, said frame also being con-
nected to the trugh by jointed bmces sub-
stantially as hereinafter more fully set fmth |
and claimed.

Reference 18 to be had to the .:Lcc,ompa,nymﬂ
drawings, fornting part of this specification, in

— et S —

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
plOVLd ire escape, showing it folded. Iig. 2
13 a perspective view of the same, showitg g1t
Fig. 3 1s an inside perspectlve view
showing the mannerin which itis placedat the
window, Fig. 4is an exterior view of the
building mth the fire- escape lowered.

A ]011n bag or chute, A, made of eanvas o1
other smtable nmtern] and open at both
ends, is folded regularly and placed on atruck,

One end of the bag is secured firmly to -a
frame, 12, which is hmned to the frame of the

Ii is placed in a vertical position its lower
ends will rest on the ends of the side bars of
the truck-frame. At the pwoted or hinged
end of the frame E a cushion, F, isar ranﬂred
which can be placed over ihe Wlndow sﬂl G

the frame I in a vertical position.

The end of the chute A is secured in the frame

Ii in the manner shown in Figs. 2 and 3,

above the cushion I'. Hinged braces H are

| secured. to the frame E and to the sides of

tne truck-frame, for the purpose of holding
A c]nm
rope, or analogous. device, I, is secured at

(_n

one end to one Of the side bftrs of the truck,

and is provided at the opposite end with a
catch or device for holding it to the other
side bar of the truck. The chute or bag A
18 ‘provided at the end opposite the one se-

- cured to the frame I8 with handles .. The
top cross-bar, B, of the frame E must be of"

such. length as to extend beyond the side bars
of the vmrlow frame N—that is, the end parts
of the cross-bar M must rest against the up-
rights of the window-frame,and not against the
Sﬂsh -

The fire - escape 1s usn;d in the 10110w1110
manner: Generally it is folded, as shown in
Fig. 1, and placed in the hall, a closet,or any
Othel p]fme where it is out -of the way, but
can easily be reached in case of an emergency,

when the truck is trundled to a ‘wmdaw the
chain IC is loosened, the frame I is Swmw
into a vertical posﬂrlon and at the same 13111‘1{_,
the bag or chute A is dr opped out of the win-
dow. The welght of the chute presses the
top cross-picce, M, of the frame I8 against the
111)11011& of the w uulow frame. The cushion
I is placed over the sill (&, and the lower end
of the ehute A is held by a tew powertul men,

who grasp the handles L on the free end of
the chute, and thus prevent the chute from
hanging vertically, as it is necessary that the
chute 3]10111(1 have a eertainineclination to pre-
vent the personsfromsliding down toorapidly.

The persons to be rescned step.-through the

frame E into the upper end of the chute, and
then slide down the same. By pressing the
knees and elbows against the chute or bag sut-
ficient friction is produced to check the Speed
of the descent.

'This fire- escape 15 very sate and 1{,1131)10
can be unfolded in a very short time, and oc-
cupies very little space when not in use.

- L am aware that the employment in connec-
tion with a truck of a chute with one end con-
nected to and resting npon a board or support
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pivoted to said truck to support said chute _ _
| frame, and having a eross top bar, M, torest 1o0:
against the latter, Substantially as and for the
purpose seb forth.

when inflated at ifs lower end 15 old.

-~ Having thusdescribed my invention, L claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
5 . In a fire-escape, the tiexible chute or t.ube;
A, with its normally upper end eonnected in
an open position to the frame E?r11;ingedzo;11
pivoted to atruck, B, said frame being adapt-

307,247

c¢d to conform in width about to the window-
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